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LETTERS, ^c. 



I OU have by this rime received my lad 
long hiftory ; and I venture to believe^ 
feel an intereft in the fate of ics relator : 
that which he created in me, was, I own, 
fo lively, chat I (hould have been uneafy 
bad I been und:;r circumftances that would 
have prevented my taking an a6tive part 
in his fervice, and that of his lovely mif- 
trefs. 

The morning after he finiflied the nar- 
rative I fent you, I propofed to Sommer- 
feldt to go with me to Hanover, where we 
could more convenicndy confider what 
ought to be done, and from whence he 
might open, through my meansv a- more 
immediate communication with £ngland# 

Vol. V, B To 



d THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

To this propofal Spoimcrfeldt joyfully 
confented. 1 made only one condition 
with him, which was, that of not being 

thanked, and of being made to feel that I 
put a perpetual tax on his gratitude. In 
i^adt. If I find^ him, on more intimate 
acquaintance, ' as dcferving as I now 
believe him to be, he will have conferred 
an obligation on me, by giving mean pp- 
portunity of employing, in the fcrvice of 
unfortunate merit, money and time which 
I might othcrwife wafte in the languor of. 
apathy, or in a vain attempt to Jofe the 
pain of difappointed hope in the turnult of 
diflipation. Some confideration, fome 
" confultation mth myfelfi was, howdvcr,^ 
neceffary, before I could decide on what it 
•^ould be beft to do for my n^w friend j 
to^fcertaiii the aftual fituation of his 
Gertrude, iand to enable them to meet 
again in fafety, was the mod immediate 
objeft. I thought of the vari\DUs meafis 
by whith this coujd be accompliOied : 
many ofitiy plans, on exaniination, feem^ 

€d 
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fd tp ibc t^O idowbtfuJi At Iw^gtH I 
i-cfolyed to go 'Jt^ Eoglftivi iaiai*di«f- 
.ly, and either obtain IcuviC for 5om- 
mjerfeldt (^ return tbieheri or csoadM^i: bis 
wiffe to hiniiand place them biifontie retreat 

in Swkzcrknd. Thferc is btit lietje kr»ighc- 
:errantry in all this; for what hav^ I to do 
iwbich .will be producSlive of more ti^^f^r 
ncfs? 

It was only yefterday I determined 
finally on purfulng this cQ^afure. Som- 
raerfeldt was prohibited, by our con- 
vention, from any thing more than 
an aflent. But I made one condition 
with him— that he. fhould forbear to 
take any of the means he had propofed 
againft Altdorf, ftiould he meet with him 
during my abfence. He confented, 
though with vifible relu^ftance; but in 
order to prevent the poflibility, or at leafl-, 
the probability of this, 1 requefted that he 
would wait for- me at Altona. 

To-morrow, therefore, your often-re- 
proved, yet unreclaimably romantic friend, 

B 2 begins 



4 THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

begins bis journey from this place to Ham- 
burgh ; and you will probably hear of me 
no more till you fee me. If;» however, 
this letter Ihould reach you in London, 
write to the ports where the pacquets 
tifuairy put in, and give me a chance of 
knowing where I may find you, on niy re- 
vifiting once more the queen of ifles; 
>/?hich you have fo often accufed me of not 
worfhipping with fufHcient reverence ! 

Till w« meet, farewelH 



THS HirNGARIAIf» 



LETTER II. 

\ 

Wcftley Hura ♦, jlpril i o. 

C/NCE again I write to you from my 
native place^ which I fo little thoughtj a 
few years fince> that I Ihould ever re« 

vifit— 

• 

Sento Paara mia antica: e i dolci colli 
Veggip apparir I'onde '1 bel lume naequt 
Chi tenne gli orchj. m\t\, mentr'al del piaquCi, 
Bramofi> e lieti ; or gli tien tride, e molli 

O cadnche fpsranze, O penfier foil! ! 

I have had my mind fo occupied lately 
with Gertrude and Sommerfeldt ; I have 
felt fo much folicitude for their happinefs, 
and fuch a refource againft the tedium 

* This is fuppofed to have been written man/ 
noDths after the preceding letter. 

B3 of 
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of life, in having cofttributed to it, that now^ 
when the uncertainty is overi when I 
have feen them reftored to connpetcnce, 
and fettled in that country where i^^ was 
once my wifll to end nhy own days, I 
fiiik into torpor; y^t'God knows there is, 
ort all fides of n>e, rYiifei^y enough, in the 
alleviation of which I might empoly my 
time and my fortune. But where ftiall 
I find perforis who can excite in my 
heart an ihtereft fo lively as to fufpcnd,' 
for fomc months at lead, that fenfe of 
dreary vacuity which has for many years 
rendered my life rather a burthen I 
was to exert myfelf , to bear, than an 
exiftence I was to enjoy ? If I was com- 
pelled to be occupied it might not be thus. 
I often feel the pains and penalties of being 
that' unoccupied biped called a gentleman. 
" If ever you are a father,'* faid mine to 
me, '* bring your fons up to do fome- 
thing, and teach your daughters to be 
rational.'* You will think, (for I know 
nobody who, v^ith lefs rcafon, has. fo 

thorough. 
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V 

thorough, though concealed a cantcmpt 
for female iatelkft,) you will >lhink thac 
it is by no means fo eafy to do the latter as ^ 
the fowner. ^' Women to be rational ! ri-i 
4iculous !"^ you have oftea ftid, " The 
vcnr^cxft that can be ligped is to teach them 
docility, and ho\y to ornament their 
J)€rfons '^ and, when they are married, to 
take care of their children ', and know as 
niuch as will enable them to enter articles 
in the houfekeepcr's account-book-** 

*' Tofuckle foojs and chronicle fmall-bcer.** 

■ , -^ .1 

,1 do noti in general, find myfelf difpofed 
to cpntrovert the truith of this hypothec's 
of yours : yet there are women-^and Ger^^ 
trude is, I think, one of them-^who would 
make you blufh that you ever entertained 
it. 

This filler, too, of her^, of whonnl I 
have heard a good deal, yet not half 
enough— I cannot but believe j2^tf is an*- 
other ftrong exception, Gertrude, how- 
ever relieved from all the embarraffing 

circum* 
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circumliances of her own fituationj and 
feeing hcrfelf in compecence and fefety 
with the man flie loves, feels her happi- 
nefs embittered by perpetual foHcitude 
about her fiftcr. Before we parted; (he 
aiked me to make what enquiries were in 
my power, when the objedl of thofe en- 
quiries is (b remote as in Ireland. I am 
more than half tempted to pafs fome of 
the enfuing months in vifiting a country 
I have never fcen, and renewing aperfonal 

intercourfe with fome friends there, for 
whom I have a particular aiFedlion ; while 
the third purpofe, (the hope of rtiaking 
an acquaintance with the fitter of Ger- 
trude,) has, perhaps, as much vyeight as 
thcfe united motives. 

To obtain a truce from your raillery, 
and your remonftranccs, I will now 
fulfil my promife fo long fince given, 
and tell you the fequel of Sommerfeldt*s 
hiftory, which the uneafy ftate of ydur 
mind, when we laft met, did not fuffer you 

to Hften to. 

I begin 
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- I begin my narrative from the tinae 
wh«n, after parting with Sommcrfcldt, I 
can)e to England; for ia far you heard 
from me in our fliort interview. You 
know that, in^confequence of the difficuU 
ties I found in obtaining revocation of the 
order which had ieparated Sommerfeldt 
and his wife, I took her with me, three 
months fincey to r«join him at Altona^ 
where. he waited for us. The meeting I 
will not attempt ta defcribe. Life has 
nothing to beftow of equal value to the 
affedioh of fuch a woman as Gertrude^ 
It was nnerely the apprehenfive dread of 
Sommerfeldt that gave him the idea of 
Altdorf having taken an inclination to his 
wife. Altdorf was incapable of being af* 
feAed by the excellencies of her mind and 
heart : her perfonal beauty, momentarily 
diminifhed by anguifh. of mind, hap* 
pened not to ilrike him> or it is not 
eafy to fay of what exceiles againfl his 
bi:Qthcr*s domeftic comfort this unprin^i. 

B 5 cipled 
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ciplcd man might have been capable j for 
Gertrude, alive only to her afieftion 
for Sommerfeldt, had, at her return 
through London, hazarded feeing him, 
in the vain hope of awakening him to 
a fenic of fraternal duty, or, at le^ft^ 
the duties • of humanity. Gertrude ref- 
lated the fcetie that pafTed. He re* 
ceived her in a manner which expreflfed 
a mixture of wonder at htr coming, and 
carelefs inhumanity as to his brother. Flis 
curiofity was, for a moment, excited, but 
his callous heart nothing could foften; and 
the rcmonftranccs of Gertrude, dignified 
yet fevere, made not the lead impreflion : 
he afFedled ftill to talk of the political 
principles of his brother as the caufe why, 
forgetting in fuperior duties the ties of 
blood, he had thought it incumbent orr 
him to adl as he did. He hardly, how- 
ever, took the trouble to affign this rea- 
fon at length ; and knowing that Ger- 
-trude was without remedy, contrived, with 

very 
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very little ceremony » to let j^er underft^nd 
that SommerfeIdt> always rafh and un^ 
goyernable in his tenoper> might ^ccoynt 
himfelf fortunate that his life-hidd t}6eQ 
fparecj, which had, in Geri^a^yk bieeii 

iroorc tjfeari diiCjp forfeitcdl:i0vvtbe injwcd 
laws. He th^pfneeringly remarked, tiQVtr 

hs^pydtbc young man wasj amid a)I his 
indiforetion^j inpofleffitig the a^tachmdat 
of fo^f|»V and fo prudent a yoMPg lady: 
Gcrtrud^^, overcome; by-th^ fetigue fli^ 
hM midecgODe, and ;be ^ iofulta ^ (he had 
thus fruitlefsly made herfelf fubjeft tO|» 
burft iorto tears, and kft the>»,hQufc> 
while repenting of the eKpcrini^ent fte 
had madp, <fl>e ^va$ x:a%vi|iGe0 ^of ij^^ bef- 

In adifting this adoiifajl^k «nd ei^traor- 
dinary yo>>ng wori^an^ I hai^e feen charao- 
tcrs which, perhaps, I might not other- 
wife have met wi^h. On rmy;arrival in 
town, I tried. my initreft with feme offi- 
cial men, with whom I had a flight ae- 
* B 6 quaint* 
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quaintance^ hoping to obtain by therr 
ixieanSj the revocation of the order that 
had compelled Sommerfeldt to leave Eng- 
land i but the cold formality with which 
I was receivedj the invidious doubts they 
exprefifed, whether I had not been deceived 
in the views and charaAer of the foreigner 
for whom I was interefted, and the plates 
of iron which feemed to invelope then* 
hearts, foon determined me rather to 
adopt any other plan than one which 
ihould oblige me to owe favour to fuch 
mena&thefe. 

I had Dot then feen the objed that might 
xeconeile Sommerfeldt to banifliment even 
in Siberia ; but/ having made every at* 
tempt that was at all likely to fucceed, 
and having even received fome frigid 
promiies from thofe who thought them-^ 
felves obliged to fay fomething, I fet out 
for the cottage where, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of her father, Gertrude 
refidedii 

It 
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It was you know in the montli of Fc« 
bruary^ and the road was not only obfcure 
among enclofures and hollaw rocky ways, 
but was in many places made through fo 
deep a bed of clay, that I difmounted to 
relieve my horfe, and did not arrive at 
tlie habitation I was ta vifit till evening 
was clofing. It was only , a fa(bed cottage 
with a little court before it> fituated aoiong 
rifing grounds, covered for the mod part 
with coppices and woods. I bad light 
enough to fee that there was a ftable not 
far from it, but to reach k, I nu;ifl;have 
have waded thraugh a fort of farm-yard; 
I therefore led my horfe to the little wick* 
etof the court: I was afraid of alarming 
the inhabitanis of this iofulated houfe, and 
the more fo, when looking through one of 
the front windows^ I faw a young woman 
whom I concluded to be Gertrude, fitting in 
a mebmcholy pofture before the fire $ as I 
perceived no^ay of getting to the kitchen^ 
I tapped foftly at the door : I heard her 

Ipeak 
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fpenk to Ibmebody, and then a maid Icf'- 
vaot without opening the doar, eoquired 
who deTired admittance ? I anfwered, that 
it was one who had lately ieeaMr« Somer* 
feldt, and was charged with a commtflMO 
from him. Gertrude heard diftm&iy 
whacwas faid, and ftarttng up appeared 
at the door ; yet when ifae faw me, min« 
gled hopes and apprehenfions thronged 
upon her mind> and {o far overcame her^ 
that fhe could not fpcak^ but Icturn- 
iog into the room fhe had quitted, faint- 
ly aflced me to walk in and (it down. I 
ibon difflpated the fears which had at firfl: 
affaikd her, and fhe then exprefTcd her 
gratitude for the pains I' had taken, and 
for my friendlhip to her'hufband, in a 
manner to which ^t fs rm^dWible to do 
juftice ; nor coiild any terms I can find, 
convey an idea of the animated beauty of 
her countcbaftce, or'.-the yariex} and en- 
chanting exprefllbn it^aflTufncd, ^3^ I re- 
lasted to hcf my^ntcrview with^otnei^feldf, 

/ con- 
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codcealing however,^ as well «s I could, all 
thofe circumftanccs \^hich I thought 
might raife her apprehenfion. It was late 
before I had fini(hed my lirtle narrative^ 
and its condufion whete I fpoke of my 
unfuccefsful efforts to obtain leave for 
Somerfeldt's return deeply affcfted her. 
« Well then/* faid flie, forcirtg a ftint 
fmile, " my refolution is taken , I onlyj^ 
waited for Sommerieldt's leave to follow 
him whithcrfoever he may go, 4nd I 
have btetn fortunate enough to provide 
myfelf with what (in the way I Qiali travel) 
will be equal to the journey/- 

I thought it better not to Open to her 
that evenitig my def^n of attending hcr> 
and taking every care of the voyage upon 
myfelf, for I faw about her thtt ^elicace 
referve which is fo proper from a woman 
fituated as (he was, towards a man of my 
age till then a ftranger to h6ty and with 
whofe charaftcr (he could not be ac- 
quainted. Nothing is lb Unlike this, a% 

15 that 
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that dainty prudery v^htch I have often 
feen the uglieft and moft repulfivc women 
zffc6t; women whofe faces and perfons 
were their certain defence againft any of 
thofe unauthorifed attacks of which they 
feemed to be in the moft {errtble appre- 
benfions. I could make you fmile by 
one ridicuk>us inftance of this tn a woman 
you are well acquainted with, but I am 
now more folicttous to talk of Ger« 
trude. 

A ctrcumilance of which we had both 
an aukward confcioufnefs, but upon which 
neither of us could fpeak, now made itfelf 
be ftlu I knew it wa^ by no means 
proper that I Should remain under her roof 
chat night: fhe was ftiil more fenfible of 
itj but her hofpitality^ as well as the grati- 
tude (he felt towards Sommerfeldt's friend^ 
made her extremely unwilling to fend me 
back to the town, eight long mifes ; and 
it unluckily happened that the night was 
very tempeftuous, wit^ wind and fleec« 

1 law 
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I faw the perf^exity (he was in, and defi- 
rous of relieving her, I enquired whether 
there was not in the village an houfe with 
or without a (ign, where I coukl procure 
a bed. 

Gertrude replied that (he was much 
concerned to fay there was no fuch accom- 
modation to be hoped for, and added, 
*< nny little habitation is too fmall to al- 
low me to obviate the inconvenience, bi|t . 
I am perfuaded my father would be hap- 
py to be favoured with your company, and 
1 have ventured to inform him of your 
being here by a note, to which I expe6): 
an anfwer immediately.** 

I perceived that it was the doubts (he 
had as to this reception which now dif- 
turbed her ; but it fcemed unlikely that 
Mr. Leicefter would refufe fuch an inftance 
of common hofpitality, and I was not 
without hope by feeing him, of being (lill 
ferviceable to my two young friends. 
Gertrude endeavoured in vain to conceal 
her aipprehenlions of a refufal. till the an- 

fwcr 
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fwcr c^me. It was however^ a coldly civil 
offer of a bed, yet made it ftill colder; 
by the apology Mr. Leiccfter added, for 
not being able ta attend me chat nvghc 
himfelf, as he was confined with the ^out» 
It ^as already late, ami. I took my leave 
of my fair friend, and with apeafanttofbew 
me the way, reached the houfc of her 
father. 

Is it n«ce0ary to defcribe his kdy wife^ 
It is perhaps hardly ne^eif^ry^ as ihe re-^ 
fembles fo much the members of the fifter- 
hood called mighty good /art of women^ 

that is, creatures totally without hearts, 
and wich no more tscderftAnK^ing than 
enables thenci to execute the felfiih plans 
with which they «rc inccffantly occupied. 
Cold and deniure in her manner, plain and 
formal in her perfon, with a countenance 
expreffive of her mean and narrow mind, 
I diQiked her and her extorted civilifres % 
much, that \ repented not having returned 
to the mkrket town, and begari to douhr, 
whether my hopes of being ferviccable to 

Gertrude 



THE HUNOARfAW. I9 

Gertrude wiih htt father, would not total- 
ly fail, when fuch a woman entirely go- 
verned him. 

I had thedav before fent Arnold on to 
my old friend Dcnvill, now thcJ Reftor of 

a, village in this count/, whofe hotife was' 
I uhderftood, about fifteen miles bevond 
therefidenceofMr. Leicefter; imending, if 
be was at his living, to pafs a day with him 
before I left the couiKry. I direfted Ar« 
Dold when he had an anfwer to this tntC^ 
fage, to return to me at the cottage of 
Madame Sommerfeldt. He found his way 
to me at the houfe where I had taken up 
my lodging} about an hour after my arri* 
vaK 

To thi5 circumftance I imputed the ex- 
traordinary change which I obferved in 
Mrs, Lcicefter's manner the next day, 
when meeting her at breakfaft, I faw her 
accompanied by a tail girl of fifteen, her 
eldeft daughter, who had been I foon pcr- 
'ceived tutoreid to put on her bcft looks, 
and call ou| all the little attradions wJiich 

her 
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her mocher fancied flie poflefled. The 
iervaocs badj I was Aire learned from mine, 
that I was a fingle man of confiderable 
fortune. 

I was now introduced to Mr. Leicefier, 
who was fuddenljr fo much recovered 
from the gout, as to be -able to entertain 
me himfelfj and hts^kindnefs was no longer 
limited to a cokl invitation for one night* 
He prefled me to remain fome time with 
him : afiured me of his gratitude for the 
trouble I had given myfelf in regard to 
bis daughter^ and loaded me with civili* 
ties.— Alas ! I had long fince feen too 
much of the world not to fee the real va- 
lue of all this, or for a moment to mif- 
underftand its motive. I regret the time 
when 1 believed every profeffion, becaufe 
I felt myfelf difpofed to kindnefs> and 
when I had not learned of what the hearts 
of more than half the world are made. 

I endeavoured, however, to avail myfelf 
of this unexpe^ed attention, to promote 
the intereft of Sommerfcldt and his lovely 

wife ^ 
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vnk ; and being lef^alone with her father, 
I loft no time in introducing the fubjeA: I 
faw that he had much rather have heard 
roe on any other. 

I thought I could perceive that Mr, 
Leicefter dared not fhew towards Ger- 
trude all the afFeftion he felt $ yet afhamed 
of having reduced himfelf to a fituatiom 
ifrhich compelled him to abandon the child 
he loved, jather than hazard donrieftic 
tranquillity, he feemed defirous of impref« 
iing me with an idea that Gertrude had 
forgotten difcrecion and obedience whea 
flie gave herfelf to Sommerfeldtj but I was 
too well acquainted with the truth, and 
ibe old juftice had nothing left ^ for it but 
to lament the impetuous temper and mif- 
taken politics of my friend. That either 
had been the real caufe of the misfortunes 
of Sommerfeldt I could not allow; ftill lefs 
could I yield a(Ient*to the long declama- 
matory fpeeck in which he arraigned what 
he was pleafed to term ^^ the new fyftcm 
of things/* It would have been eafy to 

have 
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hafre overturoed bis nr^umeitts^ foimded 
as they were in his adherence to prejudi- 
ces, which his intereft forbade him to part 
withj, and which therefore he was. wilting 
.to call i!eafon. But befides my 'diflike to a 
{)olitical wxangle by which no man is ever 
Icoovtncedj I wilhed xo conciliate his fa* 
^our, A very (hort conference fervcd to 
iet me into the charafter of Mr. Leicefter, 
JEIe was a man of confiderable underftand- 
ing, and had in the* younger part of his 
life been accounted a man of wit* He 
ibecame pofTeiled of a confiderable efkate at 
a. very early period, and violent animal 
fpirits, the tflfef): of youth, health, and 
profperity, carried him into execflcs from 
which he was recovered only by the ap- 
proaching failure of the means of indulging 
them. He was already on the verge of 
j-uhn> from the cxpences and ihe connex- 
ions he had formed, when he became ac- 
quainted with the ntother of Gertrude. 
Tho' without fortune, and the d^ugh- 

icrof one of that iracc of men-which are 

now 
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41CW 453ttinA, a country gentleman of fmall 
property; this young woman was fur* 
rounded by leavers, for her beauty excelled 
that of the faireft damfels of the neigh- 
bourhood. Some of the candidates for 
her favour were, tho' in a fomctvhat infe- 
,rior rankinfociety, richer than Mr. Lei- 
ccftcr then was, but '(he preferred him; 
and having done fo, he fimply endeavour- 
ed to (hew that he had ftill the power to 
make his wife outfhine in fplendour all 
with whom fhe had formerly lived. The 
death of a relation, who left him an 
additional fortune, feemed to juftify in 
fome meafure this increafe of expencci but 
mortgages were infenfibiy devouring his 
principal eftates : a few years brought 
him a numefous family, tho' only I^ono- 
ra and Gertrude furvived their mother, 
who . died in the twelfth year of her mar* . 
riage, leaving her hufband embarraffcd in 
his circumftances, and for a time fo over- 
whelmed with forrow^that he was unable 

to 
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to attend to his afFairSj which ofcourfe 
became more confufed. 

From this fatal lethargy he was awaken- 
ed only by the iniimediate and near ap« 
proach of ruin. He took the refolution 
to let his houfe and farm^ fend his chiU 
dren to a (ift^r who offered to take them, 
and go himfelf abroad, fiut the evil had 
taken too deep a root, his habits of ex* 
pence and even of play ftill adhered to 
him^ and he returned in three years to 
England^ not at all better in his circum- 
dances, and in every thing etfe changed 

for the wor(e« He had loft tbofe 
feelings which attach a man to his 
home; and fancied that he was juftified in 
flying from it, fincc his regret for his de» 
ceafed wife was his excufe. He feldom 
faw her children, and foon found fo many 
ufes for his money, that he thought with 
iineafinefs on tKe time now nearly ap- 
proaching, when the eldeft of thefe girls 
muft be educated i yet he was flattered 
when he heard her admired for that per- 

fonal 



fonal beauty fo confpicuous arfterwarda in 
both of thetrij and ftill more fo by the pro- 
gr^fs Leonora made in whatever wat 
taught her J then forefceing that with fuch 
a form and face, flie was likely to marry 
very advantageoufly, Mr. Leiceftcr en- 
deavouredto procure her fuch inftru£tion 
as the country afforded. But nature had 
done fqr both his daughters what art could 
neither mend nor mar. Nature had giv^n 
them excellent v^dcrftandings, and excel- 
lent tempers; the reft was merely the or- 
namental fctting of invaluable jewels. 
' And it is probable, if thefc young wo^ 
men had been introduced into that fort of 
fociety, where men of fenfe look for wives 
who are likely to render them happy, ra- 
ther than to add to their income, Leonora 
who was feveral years older than Ger- 
trude, would not have become, as I under- 
ftand {he now is, the viAim of her father'5 
indifcretion, and the intrigues of fome fe- 
male friend of her family j byt I have not 
yet learned the particulars of thofe cir- 
VoL. V. C cumitances 
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cumftances which occaGoncd her unfor- 
tunate marriage. Gertrude reludantly 
fpoke of that connexioh, though anxiety 
for her lifter was, I had often oecafion to 
dbfefve, one of the predominant fenfations 
of her mind. 

1 know, however, that Mr. Leicefter, 
urged by the increafmg confuGon of his 
affairs, could at length find no other expe- 
dient than looking about him for a wife; 
whofe fortune was fufficient to repair the 
ruin of his own, and fave him from the 
mortifying neceffity of felling his family 
cftates. Such a woman is found : what 
fhe is now, I have already told you, and 
fhe muft have been even in youth, very 
unlike her whom Mr. Leicefter ftill 
feemed at tinges to rearer. But ftie had 
a fortune of at leaft thirty thoufand 
pounds, and though it was all fettled oh 
her, together with an addition from the 
eftate of her huft)and, he fancied h'mfelf 
extremely benefited. To this marriage 
Ltonora was the fi*ft facrifice, tho* (be 
^ had 
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had not yet completed her fifteenth year; 

for the new Mrs. Leidefter could not bear 
a daughter in-law as tall as herfelf^ and of 
fuch eminent beauty, that (he was every 
where an objedt of admiration. Ger- 
trude was fent to a boarding fchool^ 
and her father by degrees- ceafed 
to regard her with his former af- 
fe<5kioni fo that he hardly feemed to mifs 
her, when her filler, who tondly loved her, 
toolc her to refide a great part of the year 
with hers but the»domeftic miferies of 
Leonora, drove her back to the paternal 
houfe, the doors of which were only not 
clofed againft her. Soon after, Gertrude's 
acquaintance commenced with the unforl^ 
tunate Ulrica, and ybuknow what hap- 
pened in confequence of her journey to the 
Continent with her German friend. 

I would now igdulge myfelt in the hope 
that flie is happy, but unfortunately I 
know it to be otherwife; for though there 
never were two young people more fondly 
attached : to ^ach Dther than Sommerfcldc 

C 1 and 
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and Gertrude^ the face of her fifter is 
a cruel ^minutionof the felicity which, 
where there is youth, health, competence 
and love, is for at leaft a time, tobeez^ 
peded, and is furely fometimes enjoy- 
ed. 

Would it not be a pleafurable under- 
taking to relieve the mind of this admir* 
able creature. from the weight thatcrulhea 
her gende fpirit ? and what have I to 
do better? I have never feen Ireland: 
there is much worth feeing, and I have 
friends there I highly ^cftcem. I really 
believe I (hall fet out in a. very few days s 
you will as ufual remonftrate, or are you 
tired of it? Come--*I will candidly ac» 
knowledge chat I find one part of your' 
prophecy completed ; I have been fo long 
accuftomed co wander abouc the worlds 
that my own houfe, (tho* notwithftanding 
the moft cruel difappointments, I ought 
ftillto have enough there to' occupy me,) 
is of all other places that of which I am the 

tnoA weary I and can you, my dear friend, 

' wonder 
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wonder at it ?' Ah ! rather pity the tin* 
faappinefs than condennn the errors of 
your friend. 

I fhall wait here rill I hear again froni 
Switzerland. Gertrude promifes me a 
long letteF—let me alfo have one from 
you. 



f K 
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' LETTER JIL 

I EXPECTED and was prepared for 
your raillery, as well as your remonftrance. 
Th^t to common minds, my attachment, 
my friendlhip for Gertrude, fhould appear 
as the elFeft of a very different fpirit, I am 
by no means furprifed. But from you, 
my friend I from you who ought to know 
me fo well, from whom no fentimcnt of 
my heart has been concealed, for you to 
fuppofe me capable of weaknefs fo nearly 
bordering on treachery, does, I own, grrev^ 
me. No, Harry, if I am at all acquainted 
with my own heart, and I have ftudied it In 
hopes of one day corredling its numerous 
faults i I feel for this young woman, love- 
ly ar.d fafcinating as I own (lie is, nothing 
that a brother might not glory in fetling 
for a beloved fifter. And 1 declare, uport 

't\ the 
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the honour of a gentleman, that no thought 
injurious to the fweet aud fimple puritjj' 
of her charaflcr, ever fixed itfclf on my 
mind. ;^ 

] know I need not entreat of you to fuffibf 
no hint of fuch an injurious fufpicion to 
cfcape you j women are naturally, or at 
leaft artificially, prone to fufpefl each 
other ; and fliould even the beft hearted of 
of one thofe women, who form the gCsneral 
groups in fociety, repeat this doubt of me, 
it is impofiible to tell whither the calumny 
might fpread, or I^ow fatal it might be 
to the peace of my friends. You know 
that as I have long fince fled from thofe fo- 
tietics, and never frequent the places whi^re 
mamas and aunts obligingly endeavour 
todireft the choice of defultory wanderers 
like me; I have lod all the popularity I 
once enjoyed among them, and I have 
traced many a ridiculous and malicious 
(lory to the coterie of thefc very good 
women. For myfelf, I heed not Jtheir 
cenlureOr their praife, but when it is like* 

C4 ly 
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hf to reach the bofoms of my frieods^ I am 
by no means (b indifferent. 

But wherefore all this apprebenfion yon 
will fay, and what can all the old gentle* 
•women or young ones whomay bethasdif- 
pofed, do agaihft the charadler or the tran- 
quillity of Madams deSommerfeldt, who is 
Very comfortably living in a Swifs cottage 
on the banks of the Leman Lake ?-^I will 
rcllyou— i 

Mrs. Lciceftcr, bcfidcs her interefted 
diflike to Gertrude, is perhaps the mod 
envious and malignant of human beings : 
fl never met wiih more than one who was 
at all to be compared to her.) She did 
me the honour, as I mentioned in a former 
ktcer, to fuppofe, that I might be capti* 
vated by the boarding fchool graces of her 
ekieft hope, and to her generous intention 
in my favour, a fudden change from fome- 
thing. very like rudcncfs to extreme civility 
was owing. As I totally forgot that there 
was fuch a being as Mifs Leiccfter 
in the world, two minutes after Ihc had 

bridled 



bridied cue of the roodi, the good lady foon 
perceived that there was littk probability of 
niy ibiiciting the honour (he was (o willing 
to bj^flQw upon me $ and when (he found 
that I had obtained Mr. Leicefter's confenc 
to co^du^t Madaoie de Sommerfcldt to 
Germany, and. had even perfuaded him to 
give her a fum of money^ it came into 
her head that all this itiuft have been the 
effeibpf my being in love with Gertrude, 
ai^d nothing clfe— ** for who/' faid the 
woif thy gentlewoman, ** who. ever thinks 
of taking trouble and putting himfelf to ex« 
pence about a woman unlefs he is in love 
wjtl^ her ?"— Befides foreigner? or French- 
men, (for fhe has no very diftinft notion 
about the difference) have, as (he has 
iearnec], mighty loofe notionsi and ihe ibp- 
pqies the young fellow who pafled for a 
County was only a fpy, who was content- , 
^d to call Gentrade his wife; forihe docs 
not b^l^eve it is the f^inne perfon that fhe 
wa^,^ with, her father's, confent, engaged 
to. All this, and much of the fame 

C 5 fort. 
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fort, has (you will afk, how ?) reached me» 
I now know that the elder fitter of Ger- 
trude^ the unfortunate Leonora, owes the 
greater part of the mifery that has over* 
whelmed her, not merely to the wretched 
and ill afforted marriage which this woman 
betrayed her into, but alfo that by the mifre- 
prefentations and calumnies which (he has 
inceflantly endeavoured to diffeminate, Ihe 
has fometimcs inflanried the irritable temper 
of the man to whofe power Leonora rs con- 
demned: and can 1 then do otherwife than 
dread what Mrs. Leicefter may yet do ? 
Or can I too folicitoufly guard againft in- 
volving Gertrude in evils refembling; ftrrinc 
of thofe that have deftroyed the peacfe of 
her fitter. - 

' All I have fatd, my friend, will not be 
in your opinion too much, when you learn 
that 1 am now fetting out on my long pro^ 
jefted J6urney to Ireland, I am perfeftly 
aware of the fercafms that tnay be tittered 
if it is underftbod that a fitter of Ger- 
trude's is believed to be there, and I would 

guard 
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guard againft the confcquenccs to. her, for 
as CO myfelf, I repeat that I have long fmcc 
ecafed to labour in the hopelefs tafk of en- 
furing the approbation of the mafs of fb-^ 
ciety. ^ " 

When I fee (as alas! I have feen) 
the rage of party, and rage indulged with- 
out any principle, but merely becaufe the 
fide fo taken was that to which the intereft 
of the individual difpofed him to lean; 
when 1 have feen thefe interefted prepof* 
fcffions diffolve the tics of nature, and an- 
nihilate the moft delightful aflbciations of 
the human heart: when I have feen the 
father eftranged from his children, the 
children infulting the parent who has raifed^ 
and protcfted them: the brother warring 
with his brother, and friends the moft in- 
timately attached, learning to abhor each 
other; for no other reafon than becaufe 
one man finds it his intereft to adopt a 
certain fyftem, and another conQders his* 
confcience engaged in thinking as the- 
Sidneys and Hampdens* thought before 

C6 him I 
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liimi when lobferve, that in theeyeiof 
perfont who arc ihemfclv^s ia a certain 
lin^ of lifc> there is no crime that ftains 
and degrades half fo much as the crime 
of poverty — when I recall to my mind 
(he numerous inftances of fraud, and folly, 
of mifreprefentation and malice, which 1 
who have not lived a great number of 
years have experienced and fufFered from> 
I own to you, my friend, that I i|cken ac 
the- view of my fpecies which is forced 
«pon me. 

I fancy I hear you fay, " Bravo I io 
this blac^ humour, this extremity of mi- 
fiinthrophy you are going to Ireland—a 
country where, if we may believe the public 
prints, you are not likely to be cured by 
the prefent habits of the ^people, of your 
HI opinion of mankind.'* 

Yet let nr\e aik, whether all 1 complain 
of in this country, or may find in that, ia 
the fault of theianimal man, or ofthe.edu- 
cation the artificial habits he acquires in 

- fociety ? 
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fociety ? If men were not brought up tci 
believe that a difference of political or re-, 
ligious opinions, or the difFcrencc of 
colour or of country, were TufEcient 
reafon for their living \a a perpetual date 
of warfare, could all happen that does hap- 
pen ? The page of hiftory is ponuted 
with inftances of depravity that niake hu- « 
manity recoil : and frooi whence is it fo ? 
Afluredly from the firft traces we can ob- 
tain of the hiftory of this ifland ; (for ex- 
anhplei) it has been the demons of fupcr- 
ftition and cupidity that have occafioned 
the horrors we fee defcribed. The Droids 
burpt the wretched people who fell 
into their power, in honour of their god 
Thor, Gardiner and 3onner, fourteen 
hundred years afterwards, facrificed as 
many to the fupremacy of an Italian prieft. 
Ambition would not fufFcr the fword to be 
Iheathed when FanatacUrn refrained from 
ller ravages. The hiftory of the Saxo(i 
heptarchy is little elfe than an account of 
murders j and even the facrcd do^rine of 

9' Chr^ 
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Chrift was infufficicnt to prevent the com* 
jnjflion of crimes which humanity recoils 
from* Surely it is an infult to reafon, 
when the God of all-^the great archited of 
this wonderful univerfe, who governs the 
miHipns of worlds which ate beheld above 
us, is pfefumptuoufly implored to affift in 
deftroying one part of his creatures, for the 
gratification of another; as if the infcruti*- 
ble Being pervading and animating all aa« 
ture, had our feelings and partialities. 
What are we that we dare^to imagine the 
Governor of this immenfe fyftem is inter* 
cfted in our paltry q^uarrels, or will annihi^ 
late others of his creatures to gratify our 
ridiculous politics ? It provokes my fpleen^ 
when I am defired to believe that to eat 
of a particular food on a particular day^ 
will conciliate heaven^ and be accepted as 
a facrifice for the fins of an individual, 
or of ^ nation :' it feems to me thar^ 
far from being an humiliation, it is the! 
moft abfurd proof bf impious arrogance, to 
hnagine that the Almighty deigns to con- 



cifrh hiittfcl£^^h ^the dinners ©f the rep- 
tiles that crawl on this fpeck of earth'; and 
I cannot, but believe that if the plain 

axfofhs of moralitjr were-' kibutcatecfj 
inan would be'* nnuth'^hippler,^ ^and 
nearer to what his Creator intended he 
Ihould be. ** But;** fay you^ " fince it 
is not likely you can do much towards 
changing the prefent mode of inftrudlion, 
were it not better to take things as they 
are^and make the bed of a world which> 
however imperfeft, you have no power to 
mend ? It is ufelefs to think about it/* 

Give me leave, in anfwer to this, to afk 
you, whether if Luther and Calvin, had 
not thought we might not dill have been 
paying tribute to the bilhop of Rome? 
Oh 1 bleffed be the thinkers 1 and doubly^ 
bleft he whodifcovered, in the art of print- 
ing, the means of communicating know- 
ledge, and awakening; enquiry ! ** We 
muft deftroy the art of printing," faid a 
catholic pricft,. '^ or it will deftroy us/*-— 

How 
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Jrl9^: m^ p«foii^ have }f^c»lyiibfi^n ;that 
they havje the fame fcars# 

My next will be from^ Tome part ct 
^ale3, op my way to Chftftcr, wbfsre { 
fta)l einl»ar^ (or Pul3ilin» 
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LETTER IV. 



i NOW write from a romantic village in 
North Wales, where I flay a day, as I 
never paflcd through this country before. 
The numberlefs travellers j whether eque& 
Irian or pedellrian, whether in chaifes^ 
coaches, or curricles, who, within a very 
few years have undertaken to give tha 
public defcriptions of the fcedery of* this 
dividon of the Bricifh empire, leave me 
nothing new to fay of winding vallies^ 
green hills, or rapid ftreams pouring from 
the mountains. The pencil and the pen 
have been fo frequently employed in thefe 
ddfcriptipns, that 1 imagined the places ] 
had read of;would be all familiar to me; yet 
1 find the ideas I had received, in almofl: 
every inftance, unlike the reality. I have 
vifited fomeof the fineft remains of build-* 
Uigs formerly intended for defence, pr dedi-*/^ 
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cated to Religion* Of moft of thefc your 
will find minute accounts in Penn^mt j and 
can imagine me poring over tombs, from 
whence time. has' eraled the frail memorial 
of the duft that flecps beneath. The 
thoughts that ufually occupy the mind in 
fuch places, feem to me, above all others, 
huEnbling to human vanity. Of fome 
men who imagined themfelves of infinite 
importance in their day, no memorial 
remains, but 9 tradition that they founded 
one of thefc buildings, to extenuate, by_ 
fuch a6l of miftaken piety, fraud or mur- 
der;- while the names of others arc buried,, 
fortunately, perhaps, with their afties 1—^ 

I here leave my pen till my next halt. 



At this inn at Chefter, a great num* 
ber of perfons, of various dclcriptions, 
are waiting, as I am, for a paflage to 
Ireland. . The wind is decidedly againft 
our failing to-night, I have reconnoi- 
tred ^ome of my fellow-paffengers, but 
have fecn none whofe appearance is 

attradlive 
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attractive enough to make me wifh to 
'engage in converfation with them. There 
is, however; as I have learnetl, a celebrated 
a<Sor arhong thenn ; his wife, Or Mle amiCy 
a ytry pretty woman ; fome other gentlei 
men of the fame profefllon, and fcveral 
ladies. I have not yet fecn this party, or 
rather parties, for theleffer do not affo* 
ciate with the ^eater. I may poffibly 
find ftJnie' anmuTcfnent^amorig men whd 
muft have feen^ and ought to have read, 
much. I (hall therefore endealvdur,' to- 
morrow, to. introduce ttiyfclf into their 
fociety. " '^ ' .... . 

» ... . ■ * / ' - * - • -^ ^' '- '-^'- '■i 

- h t*.' /'not*, riv; : f:' .;; v"'r' "• ^^ ^•,;:.v \:\l 

Iftpiii'fuSftce of rfty attempt to flrtake 
acCfXiaintafrtfe ^hh men of whofe manner* 
1 ^vais ignor^dnr, I joined the- party" afferff-^ 
bled at diiiner'. 'On Tome other occaflon 
r niky^ive ybtr^a defcnption of all 'thefe 
'€oivh)Wl bUt'lt^Svould require moi-e timfe 
and gaiety of i]>irit^thQ« I can' now com- 
mand: I lijWk myfelf th€!refore'«o•on€i- 
^;.l>. The' 
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The nacne of this young man is Deyn- 
court. His figure is genteel ; and his 
countenance^ thovigh it bore the traces of 
dcjcftion, is extremely intcrciiing. I 
foon found that he had be^nan unAiccefs- 
ful candidate tofiU.thofe parts where 
youth and a good perfon are requifite: 
but his Rornep and,Caflalio, &c. &c. &c» 
had, for fome reafon or other^ been fo 
poldly jreccived on the London, boards^ 
that he was ^oing to try his fortune in 
IrQland, rathcjf than any longer content 
hirafclf with earning a fc^nty pittance in 
the humiliating charadlters which he had 
filled fince his failure. I felt interefted for 
this unhappy young n^an : while one of the 
others amufed the reft by trying to 
make him ridiculous. He bore it with 
more temper than I thought^ frqm. thp ^ 
fire which now and then flafhcd^in his eyes^ j 
was in his difpofiipn; a^^^ as. \f(K>n . as | 
he could^ withdrew himf^lf from the / 
room, foilohwed Jby . a jvery ^ pretty bOy, I 
abQiu nine or ten y^ar^ oidj who haill 
? ^ dined 
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at a fide-table, and to whom Mr. Deyn- 
xrourt had been attentive : I imagined he 
was his brother. 

When they were gone I learned from 
Ills pcrfecutor*s converfation with the gen- 
tlemen and ladies who remainedj jthat the 
father^ Mr. Deyncourt, was the younger 
fon of a man of family, and was difinherit- 
^ for tnarrying a young aftrefs, though 
flie was of unblemifhed charafter^ and 
would have made him happy, had not their 
neceffities, and an increaGng family, em- 
bittered their lives by a continual ftruggle 
with anxiety and poverty. When a man 
is to a certain degree unfortunate, the 
world feems to take a ftrange pleafure ip 
kieepirtg him down. The father of Mr. 
t)eyncourt attempted feveral undertakings, 
which might enable him to fuppoft his 
Wife and children : but thefe efForis fervcd 
only more deeply to involve him: and, 
after an incffeftual ftruggle for many years, 
be died at the age of forty, of a broken 
heart; recomoiepding his family, (a wi« 

dovf 
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dow, two daughters, aod a Ton,) to the 
bumanicy of his brother aod a maidea 
fiftrr, to ^hom bis father bad left the 
whok of his fortune. 

But this recommendation proved ufelefs^. 
and his fon, young Deyncourt, after having 
wafted fbme time in attempts to quaii^ 
hinofclf for one;of the learned profeffions^ 
which he found it impoffible to dp for 
want of nnoney to fupport him while he 
was ftudymg, foiicited an enCgncy in a 
marching regiment. But even fuch aibqon 
he wanted interefl: to obtain : yet for this 
difappointment he was confoled, by being 
convinced, that if money could have been 
found, for the firfl: cxpences, he could nor, 
from tHe frnall pay of an ^enfigOf have 
contributed to the fupport of his fifte^^ 
and his mother, whofe fole reliance he was, 
and who were wretched at the poflibil^ty 
of hi^ being, by thi§ perilous profeflion, 
to.n from thrm for ever. To enter into 
tr;'de, howt^ver willing, was not iv his 
powcr^ for want of money. The. early 

part 
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of iiis education had been carefally attend* 
ed to by his father : he underftood the 
European languages extremely well ; hrs 
voice was clear, and his ear good ; and, 

. repulfcd by poverty from every other avo- 
cation, he at length determined to try 
what could be done by having recourfc to 
the ftage. The hope he had entertained 
that the brother or fitter of his father 
might befriend him, had hitherto de;A^r- 
red him from making this experiment ; 
for, befidcs an infinite deal of family pride, 
thefe people, who were both unmarried,^ 
belonged to a fedl of fanatics, one of whofe 

"tenets it is, that^he contrivers, -adlors, or 
fpedators of plays, are condemntd to 
cverlafting punilhment. Before, therefore, 
this lucklefs young man appeared in the 
fecond of ihcfe charafters, he once more 
reprtfented.his fituation to his uncle and 
aunt J and laid before them the u'-gent and 
imperious reafons that had left him ac 

.length no other choice. His letter, though 
it had been opened, wai returned hi a 

blank 
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blaok cover> and cklivtred^ with a verbal 
mtSaigc, by an ancient and favourite fer« 
▼ant of his uncle's, figmfying, in the 
coarfe terms of an old proverb^ that ^' what 
was bred in the bone would never be out 
of the fiefli ;" and that it was no wonder 
the child of perdition (hould follow fuch 
courfes. Finally, his uncle and aunt fig* 
DtBed that they defired to hear of him no 
fi^ore* 

After having gathered this account from 
one of thofe among his aflbciates who 
fcemed to have the moft fenfe and feeling, 
I could not help wiihing to know whe« 
ther I could ferve this rejcfted and lucklefi 
young man, I walked out to meditate on 
che means by which this m^ght be done 
moft efFcflually; and, taking a retired 
way beyond the town, I met him return- 
ing from his wiilk, accompanied by the 
boy I had fcen at'dinner. / 

After the ufual falutations, I endeavour- 
ed to draw from him an account of him* 
felfj for 1 beliJeved that while he fpoke, 

I flvould 



1 flioqld be able to learn iKQwards wbtt 
line of life he was iacliaedy Jbavld lus 
tbeatrical atteiDptSf (which I underftood 
he had reloSanU^ returned GOj) again 
fail, or not be fufficiiendy oicouraged lo 
jallaw him to hope the ftage would procure 
him the means of fupporting hisfamily% 

The account I receiv:ed from him waa 

^vep with niuch modefty, yet with fp^ 

proper a fenfe of the refpeA which a man^ ^ 

,£uilty of no fault, ought to bear towards 

himfelf, liowever humbk his pecuniary 

circumftances, that 1 fek new intereft in 

his welfare, and a ft ill greater deGre to 

ferve him. When he had finifiicd this 

detail of his own life, I faid, ^^ You haye 

no brother " then, Mr, Deyncourt ? I 

imagined your, young companion here 

might be one of your family." He an- 

fwered only^ that he had been glad^to take 

under^ his care a child who was going to 

his parents in Ireland* 

The boy, who was walking with u|^ 
took his hand^and, as he looked up in the 

Vol. V. D face 
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5face (rf D^y*cc>urr, I'faw' that the tears 
''^tre fttSammg from his cytSi H« fob- 
bed, and' fccfmed defirous of fpeaklng, 
ivithout being able to fpeak. I cannot 
iJefcdbe the boy's mj^nner; but it was ex* 
trcnncly afFefting. Deyncourt fecmcd 
hurt. " My dear little fcUow/'faid he, 
'^* yoii fuffer yourfclf to confidcr, as of 
•too much confequence, thofe^fts of com- 
mon kindncfs which, I am fure, if you had 
yourfelf the power, you wouid be glad to 
Ihew to any one/* The child, his face 
ftill bathed in tcars^ hung on his arm. 
*< When,** faid he, ** you leave me, I am 
fore I do not know that I (hall find fuch 
another friend in the world 5 for my fa- 
thei' will act care half fb much as you do 
what becomes of 'me/'*—** Corne, come, 
'Ed ward,'V cried Deyncourt, ** we will not 
fpoil our walk by thefe forrowful repinings 5 
beQdcSi you know nobody has a right to 
trouble his friends with his private grie- 
vance?/* Deyncourt then forced the cori- 
vtrfatioQ oa fome other capic : I invited 
/ t him 
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him and Edward to partake of tny fuppcr, 
in a private roocn;, and we parted till 
the hour at which 1 had ordered it, 
. The boy, whofi* countenance and man* 
jier were calculated to incrcafe the good 
opinion I at firft entertained of him, with- 
drew as foon as our repaft ended, and 1 
ventured to afk Deyncourt who he was, 
** He is the child," faid he, /^ as I wider* 
^and, of. a man who has poflcffed very 
confiderable property, buc who, having 
contrived fomehow or other, toruin him<« 
felf, has deferted his, children. This poor 
boy, who tells me he is the eldcft, was at 
fchool not far from London, where, after 
a refidence of two years, the mailer, whom 
1 happen to know a little^ declined keeping 
him, any longer without an* aflbrance of 
being paid; and on enquiry among all 
his father's former connexions, he could 
hear nothing of him but that he redded in 
Ireland. The maternal grandfather of 
the unfortunate child is, ho\¥ever, living 
fonnewfaere in England ; and, on applica- 

Da tion 
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tion to him, th'c matter received ^ fmall 
fum of money, wirh dircftions to fend the 
boy immediately to Ireland, where 4iis* 
father is* This melancholy hiftory com- 
ing to my knowledge, I offered to take 
care of this poor forfaken child, and to 
cojndudt him to his unnatural parent. It 
is fo long fince he has heard the voice of 
kindnefs ; his fpirits have been fo fubdued 
by negleft and ill treatment at fchool, 
^ and he 4ias fuch a dread of meeting his 
father, whom he recollefts with a degree 
of difguft and diflike, on account of his 
harfh treatment of his mother, that be 
dings, poor fellow ! to a firanger, merely 
becaufe he has received the offices T)f com- 
mon humanity^ which 1 ftar have long 
been withheld from him." 

•« This lucklefs Edward then has no 
mother ?" faid !• 

*< Of that,*' anfwered Deyncourt, " he 
is ignorant; and the moft acute forrow 
of his young heart arifes from that uncer^ 
tainty; He has told me that his mother 

doated 
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doated upon hitn^ and taught, him at 
home with his brothers and fifters, tin his 
father^s affairs became (o embarrafled that 
he wa^r forced to go to Ireland, leaving 
him at fchooli at the defire of one of his 
friendSj who gave a fort of a promife 
to help in his education, which^ however, 
he had never thought of afterwards, and 
had taken no notice at all of him. '< The 
boy/* continued my infor^nerj "thinks that 
his motheris dead, as heis fure, he fays» thafi 
Jbe would not have forfakeo her Edward. 
I own I am greatly interefted for this child 
of misfortune^ and (hall be very much 
hurt if I do not fucceed in reftoring him 
to his father, and obtaining for him fuch 
a reception as a father ought ta give to fo 
amiable a child.** 

Though a newer acquaintance, I felt o& 
this fubjcA fo exadly like Deyncourtt that 
we agreed to confider little Edward a$ our 
joint charge^ I mfifted oa fupplying hii^ 
expenccs jfor I found he was very fl«n«» 
derly furni(bed with money, Edward, who 

D 3 h 
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is one of the moft fenfible boys I tver 
talked lo, eonfiders his having found a 
new friecd as an adxditional favour con- 
ferred upon him by the forncier one : yet 
it is eafy to fee, that had he not an hope 
of finding his nr«)iher in Ireland, he would, 
young as he is, enter at once on the world 
as a ftiip-boy, and work for his bread, 
rather than return to his father.^ I have 
fpund him examining the vefTel, and ac-> 
q.uainting hinofdf with the mode of life on 
board (tiipi and I fee that he has an un« 
del (landing which will enable hini to oiake 
his way in any profcflion. He is an ex- 
cellent foholar for his years, and I have 
recalled with pleafure my early ftudies in 
examining his progrefs. It is impoffible, 
on meeting with fuch a boy, not to refleft 
of) the ftrange difpofnion of the bleflings of 
this world of ours; How many men^ of 
high rank and affluent fortune, would conw 
fider as the firft favour of heaven, fuch 
a boy as this, who, rejeded aod thrown 
vpoaa piiikfs world, has foiind only an 

enemy 



enemy in the father who ought fo have 
been his friend and proteftor— but I have 
tbis^naoment notice that the wind is fair— 
I embark immediately— you (hall hear 
from me ine^fcw-diys^ficr my arrival on 
the other fide., j^ 
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INCE ihe dat« of my laft letter^ a con* 
fiderable time has elapfed; and the 
Knight-errantry of your friend has had an 
. unufual Ihare of employment. 

You will recollcft that I gave you a (ketch 
of a young adventurer in the hiftrionic 
art> whofe manner and (lory had deep- 
ly interefted me ; nor was I lefs folicitous 
for the fate of the deferted orphan^ whom 
he had fo generoufly undertaken to pro- 
ic&y when a man of lefs liberal mind 
might have thought himfelf well excufcd, 
for declining, under circumftances like his, 
cither trouble or expence. After our arri- 
val here, it was with infinite difficulty I 
prevailed upon him to allow me to take 
the charge of little Edward entirely upon 
myfclf. Of his father nothing was heard, 

L i U 
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4C wan only known that fome months before 
he had taken a farm not many nriiles fron¥ 
Publini from whence he had fuddenly dif* 
appear^ s not long afterwards he had 
been entrufted with a commiflion againfl: 
the wretched people then in rebellioa, but 
for ioXtit caufe or other had forfeited the 
confidence of his employers, * and fo waver- 
ing and devoid of principle was his con«-, 
du^9 that it was doubted whether he had 
j^ot taken the other fide. The unfortu- 
nate woman whofe deftiny was uniced tp 
bi$> had long fince been loft to the; few 
people who yet took an intereft in her and 
her children, and it was even betteved 
(be was dead. Such was the account- 
Mr. Deyncourt at frrft brought mc> when 
imagine how much I was furprifed an4 
concerned) on my enquiring the name of 
^he parties^ that I might affift in theie en« 
enquiries, I learned^ that the child I h^d 
^ppcdj was the nephew of Madame de 
iSomniierfeldt i his mother whom he fo 
^anxioufly fought to find, her filler, that 

D 5 Leonora. 
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Leonora whofe fate had coft my admirable 
friend to many tears> and of \«hom I had 
promifed to fend her fome intellrgence,* ♦ 

This was information that I did not ob- 
tain till the fecond day after I reached 
Dobrin, for I was unwiHing to afk qoef^ 
irons on a fubjcft where I was not iore 
that I could be ufeful: I knew the, child 
only by the name of /Edward, 

But when Dcyncou-rt was obl'rged to fa- 
tisfy, wrfomc degree at leaft, his affecSitrg 
itnportonity, the names* of cbe parties be- 
came known to me, and you will ca&ly be*; 
lieve that to the impuHe of humanity ,waa 
added the zeal of friendfhip^ It was in"-* 
deed a Angular coincrdence When I became 
by chance affoctated with: afceitigyct more 
deeply interefted than T wals rn tracing the 
dcftiny of* the unhappy Leonora. 
" If nothing coufd be learned of her, I 
imagined her hufband*s tratk, however 
puzzling, mightbe more readify followed, 
and that is would* furel^ bepofflble to gather 
from iiitti ^/vhat was become of the reft' of 



Ms'fatTiHy , whtn tlic enquirer had cridear-- 
ly nd other defign, than to relieve hin> 
ifoma btirthen which he -was rcprcfehted 
asking unwilling or unable to fupporc;^ 
I>eyncQurt, already opprcfled witba fenfei 
of j»^hat he called obligations to me, couldT 
not be difluadcd from purfuing his pur-- 
pofe of attempting^ to procure an engage- 
onent ; and I underftood that the very ex- 
ifte'nct of^.a> mother and fitter he loved, dt- 
pendfedon^his fucdeft. I own I thrnk him^ 
MfOfthy of/fiUicg any^^fituationin fociety,. 
and I hayc cakta hncafures wihich I hope 
will . ultimately anTift him : till however 
the futcefs of what I have done can be 
bcJjinbwn, I fuffer him to {iracced in the 
ftiidics/requifite for his prefent purpofe^ and 
to relieve; him from all anxiety about Ed-' 
ward, I Jiavc, as.a friend of his nibther's fa- 
mily, taken him^under my care. How deli- 
cioos ace the fimple efFufions of affedioif 
lofpjr/ed by gratitude in a yolingthtarti / This 

child §tap&icrirm a^ hk itiore thaiil&threr, 

* ■* ' • 
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Md his mknrier of tdHng me fo, * the 
adulterated fimplkicy of his mind^ and his' 
tender attachnnenc to his mother, have 
rendered him fo dear to me, that I (hould 
be concehied if any thing but fome une3^-> 
{ieded good fortune (hould nov^ divide 

HS. 

For many days all my enquiries after the 
abode of Mr. Wardncll were inefitdual^ 
I found, however, a great number of hi» 
creditors, who hoping I was come from 
"England, cither in tlic intention Of fetHing 
his affairs, or to compel hini to fettle chentr 
himfelf, were very glad to tell me all they 
knew or fancied they kne^^ >n the ftories 
however that I co)le£tedj no two c^then^ 
agreed, an^ all I £ould certainly under* 
(land m this chaos of confiifed legends 
was, that he. was fuppofed to have changec) 
his name, and tohave concealed hVmfelf 
ckhen.in the weft of Ireland, or to have 
paflcd over to England. Of the fate; of 
the refti of the family tfaefe peo^e Were 
l»«ally ig^noram^ 

Thii 



i This vfitnop'Mnscoboht locfeeirfttrt.^to 
M&da^ne dri Somfnerfekltl I detcrrmfned 
fiherefere tafa^ nothing) filH cMd ^utief 
give<h<fi) fo^d tirtceiUigefice more iMsfiSto>^ 
rfy or 6y. ji(Siirir)|^ fttr'tiui cbe/lsmbiippjD 

teach htr ar oqee^ die rbd|^: dcSim wJuch 
muft' hbwever be ledrned^ of fubttiiuSng to 
irremediable eviK ; /.^ r , 

covered a imn;M*« Mii bell^if^^j IftjiKhkl 

the coofidcnfif;:pf Cl^y|«^n,j«»h}^ 
pofed to be the . name ^ t^ .^achef^ (^ poor 

litde Edward now goes . bv, -iFrom 
this perfon's infprii>atic^,., !^bic,l^,it was 
rery diS&^vtf^^^ 
believe^ traced him ^ifojt^s^^ft^r^ parts 
of Ireland.. I ann^.qowopmV way thklicr, 
accompanied only by J^d w|r(^, anq (P:jr ,qjd 

matter^ ai>d,9annot gi}ef?^;wjf^t ^^^W^ip^^i^ 

mc to conaif ^oJreiand,,t9^^^ir^^^^ 

pf whic^ <;quntfy, ai|4 to t^co^a^r^Iujelf, 

he entcrtailis aU t$at inycto^^te w 

with which Ei^liffimcaMbok-'on af ehe 



bwe no oi^nfi of'kfiQwingv andlpe^tups 
til hady it w6uld alK be pmper fbr yrou to 
cnq^y^ f»f tnc^ fince a*chrild fhcmld rdj^e^tv 
5P^ithoiiKi - attempting to q,u«fticHP, the cot*- 
du^ <|f ^ f^lh^f . Ydqr onHher i belie ve» 
fri3m the ! accou[i( I have had of her, h 
#(WOff}}|ui ^lK)yi$:.beiag affei^ed by kxal cir- 
innnftancei^ aisd after alij» mf youag friendv 
tti. isTtnot place thac makes us haf>py; 
^Ot^^'^tiii thdT '^ty towardsf Gk)d 
4l(i(t^tvlail} his that rnternal peace which pa^ 
itke^ cmnibti'taHft^v^^ where that fehfe of 
irrfi^doiiis not foondv If yotff rttotfeer 
couki feno^lhat yoti Edvfardy were now iT> 
learch of' her— ^do you think Ihc would . 
care about Mi^at houfe file &w you in f^ 
H Oh no f ' repBed the child, rrty mothei' 
mOuid iJO<tftihk of any thing bfat me, artd 
ray ftfter rtnd brother; JFor nobody ever 
thought fo little of herfclf, or fo much how 
others rlaight be made happy. But ffill I 
cannot help thinliing that if my^^ poor 
inammadoes not regret the houfe and fcr- 
vants anld carriage, and other things which 

' Euamma 
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fhe w^ always 11 f<d to, (he Mufty iioc#itft^'^ 
ftanding, be unhappy to live in a place 
wh^re flitf fete fdch v*ry pdOr {icoplc all 
ibd^e fiei^ and ^afniidtf glv^ mofi^ Or fiMd 
tb tliem ^ il^e Wfed W do ^^ the hohte «i« 
liad oriccj td^he pwr coibi^^ in our vil-- 
lagei whfQithtyi^^cre oldCdrQck, orpuf ef 
emptoj^eiif r bixt Godjknowsi whether or 
iibi: i9if fftiotlie^ is ul 'Ahloflivwheiyl 
lMliIe^llk^ft»y^ ill'^^r^rave.nify he^ft 

l^twbelfocM^af 4t>«rrl canbo^ help kmn^ i^ 

faecs^roT^^ivatait<fuQetha(t thoMgh my &{^ 

fiiiglmiar^tior ^iacfidLeiiniepnirifSJinpii^ 

jsetef woiifd UN ^ . ' ni i-) r V> -. v ' ,1 

' In 4iatoguesi itke thfs I 'didiiibt often 

^eiigagci fwith tHisi unfoctuiiate bo^^; > for mtf 

doubts. 'fonietitnes were ib mich greater 

^ad myijiop^j thatilufeeiited to be pur^ 

ifoin^ a fti^6wj-»;aAdi'inftead' of beCrteodf 

4a^ tM pooroi'phiaiSylteachfng htmthe fa^ 

^kflbfi i^vearly ; mifej^'-'^'Hif h^pb loc^ de^ 

^teyed/ M^fiifch, bowing tdbW(>? the fpartr &i 

acC^ml^aiey ' ^' Wfg*** ' "^^^ bloffiwna - of 



dl^) and %\m'\ to6ec^imtfj be^ad ^iiomV 
tti^l-^wii9 «ifgmlt ctegra0'bfr/favfcgQf!:gnmi 

lefs view of a fea in which 'hathin^ iotOTr 
iVRled jbeiwioed die t(l^ihdai>i^^ which > its 
)nni)0otai(yg)iii3k ^iiwaA?e&l brokr ^'' .ao^f : j^ 
ifiitids and coitcinent of AmeiiJia«f liTHe 
vaf^ Atlaacic ^thilndcringt ( <)i^ i chefe 
itocks^ wl^iclv* at iaifeorcdiftaflce jfrortv 
tht ' .town:! yietc 'mhab\i€^oQn\:f} by. £^Ats 
4)dow>(indi&i-lbwl aibo^ t tbc vQlu(n^ ^f 
xSouds / rfaiUng iilbe caft^es ' an'd» towas Qv^r 
';tbe €v€*to(Ucfai^atef j!<>ombir^^ 
to fintake this one of the grandcft fea-views 

I had 
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I had ejver ften. And was if here thtn, inf 
this diefolatc fceile, Mihtrt the 'rrih^i*i 
tanrs Had more' thb aji^earkrfbc'dPT^^ages 
than ofthemfacrs af ^^ciV?Fi^ed*ce!ttli:it!)Hid 
t;u^Wis it • Here r^s \o, Tctk^'fbfmi 
polifhed Leonora ? ' Cbufd tjfti -filtef' b( 
Gertrude be- the ^rttii«c'6ffd'th^rp^^^ 

There was no' appeirafnce oF it ; foriiot 
ian houfc Teemed likely to have b^n' tVeti 
the temporary refidehce^ df tih6' Jw^iid K^ 
been accuftomed'ta difPfiirtifelf ^ ^tlti 
man J or could, inde^^^ny^hrngTjiftftfie 
dcfirc of conceal rricihft h^vf brought liich' 

i^ man into fo de&lafeiny rdoe ii cStrktot 
the world. ' /mo ?i::v:oj yd oJ>I.r;-i 

In a neighbouring dourtty^^m^e^ Is ^ 
family.houTe, ' it'^hfai an old frfi^ttd'^ijf 
mine fometimes refides foi a few wcclc« ih 
the year. I heard, before I ieft Dublih: 

that this wa^ the peribd'of hisoccalSorfiai 
fojourn ; and, bh icfnquiry, I found it ^>aj 
about fifty-ifive mifes from Killeafhiugwi 
As I could find in this latter tbwn no ti-ao&j^ 
of the |)crfon^ I fdiyght; I UeteHiiincia ttf 
leave it for KaUanfors. Edward refigricfcis; 

witli 
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with deep yiee filent regret^ the hope be 
IhuI entertained of finding bis mother. 
His gfatitude to me increafed ; yet I faw 
him drooping under the conviftbn thai 
Jbe was indeed a friendlefs orphan, depen- 
dant on the bouncy of a Granger. 

Our waylay along the wild coaft» m« 
dented here .with deep baySj and there 
footing put into ,va(l promontories^ end^ 
ing ipiiigh hea^landsj that, towering^ ap^ 
peared 40 coqf)iq[)^4 :the hemifphere^ 
Some , part of the road was over thefe, or 
on the fands at their ba& ^ and the a£^ 
ccnjys or defcjijnt? aq^oiig them were fo 
broken by torrents, or impeded by maffes 
^f (^iie^ that.vjre perforH)ed much more of 
^qr Jpurney oafoot than on our horfes,. 
yet, notvithftan^iipg ;3ll our diligence,, 
and though Edward is an excellent travel- 
ler, the evening was clofing upon 'ua 
while we.^ere yet diftant fome miles from 
the fmall hamlet, where, we were told 
we might ren^iain for the night* The 
j^ight ^ppro^ched. fuUenly, and the 
wigd high and ke?n,..iftnjy!. admitted 
Lu/ the 
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th^ rifing moon to^ appear as the 
dark clouds were fometimes divided. I 
found that the guide we had hired (for 
here it is impoflible to travel without one,) 
was an ignorant and a timorous fellow, 
and, probably preffcd by want, had, for 
^he fake of eaming a few (hillings, under** 
taken a talk to which he was incompetent i 
nor was that iufpicion, after a time, the 
worft I entertained of him. I thought he 
had purpofely mifled us, and that we fltould 
meet with fome of thofe difagreeable ad« 
ventures that had been predicted at t)ub« 
lm« Itherefore infilled on his condu6^ing 
us immediately, by the fafeft way, to the 
valley which we faw below us, and where 
I had diftinguiflied what I took to be a 
church, or chapel, near fome other large 
and apparcndy ruinous buildings, with 
fome huts of the peafants fcattercd around 
near them. The man promifed to obey, 
but filled tiot to remonftrate on the bad- 
riefs of the road, and his ignorance of any 
padi but that along which he was before di- 
re Aing 
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feeing i)5.« I pptfiftcd, j^oweyer, and 
leading our horfes,;.we bcgap to dcfc.cad as 

wcH as wc could* ., 

.Thc.attentionbi; every individuaWas> in 
feme degree, ncc^ffary to , his own fafety, 
fave that both Arnold and, I were, from 

lime to time, as oceafion required, folicitr 
pm for our younger companion, who, 
however, fcrambled better than any of us. 
Durprogrefs was flow, and we had nor yet 
flcfcended abpvc half way, when loud 
ftrieks, or rather. yells; were heard in the 
vale beneath ti^^nd wc faw fire, in m^ny 
places, blazing from the buildings which 
at night-faU wc had defcried/ I enquired 
of the guide what all this meant ? He anr 
fwered, in apparent confufion^ that he fup- 
pofed it was an attack of one party againft 
another, and tha^ the aggrelGTors had fet 
fire to the village. *'Such things," faid 
the man, ** happen very often j and we 
fliall be w^ife if wc will not . get among 
them."— The (Ji ricks now increafcd> and 
the report of fire-arms was heard* The* 

cries 



<:\\^% ofwo(t|en and children^iBiU.clus fixc^ 
cratiohs of men, ioaded tixe iyiod^, i c4ut# 
not remain ijnGoncerncd white a, fccrtc of 

this" fart was tranfaftihg, I bade Arrfoid 
giVe rne the piftols he carried, ai^d! i^% 
care of the boy whilti haftcncd on.* A^» 
lioM refufcd to leave rile ; artdth6fpirited 
boy, grafping my hand, aflced me if I 
tlioaght him fo childifli, or fo cowardly; 
fls to fly from danger which I found it 

.ncceflfary to face'. XVhile I anfweredi wje * 
:wcrc on tl)e pKm, andy mounting our hart 
fcs, the increffing light ofthe firqs; and 

^he g-ies and &aui$^ guided us to the 

Heavens ! jwhajC a fccnc w^s . prefented 
to W.- The, catholics h*l attacked a vii« 
Jftgc where a few protefta^t families lived, 
in eOnfequenCe of an old quarrel which 
had been lately renewed with increafed 
acrimony. I had, however, no time tp 
criquire into the. merits of fhe caufe. I 
ftw that one party were fuperior to the 
other in ^upibers^ ^nd cha^ aboyt^ thirty 

mea 
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men had iBxrtmd tbeaifelves into a little 
' pbiiiftnk rouod the ancient manorial houfe# 
or caftle^ (for fuch it appeared to me to 
be,) and towards them , I endea^vouredj 
with my two auxiliaries, Edward and honeft 
Arnold, to make my way. The a£[ail-- 
ants Teemed to give more importance than 
It deferved to this fmall reinforcemeiit. I 
jpinied thenien who guarded the gate, 
wh^re the others appeared fomewhat leif 
determined to enter ; and with my hanger 
I made them recede Ml farther, whi^iethis 
hafty account wa^ given ine by oae of 
the men whofe language convinced me h# 
was an Englilhman. ** Sir," faid he, 
^tWs houfe is inhabited by an Englifli 
Jady— a woman in diftrefs, with her chiU 
dren. She has been the idol of the coun-* 
. try ever fince (he has been here, and done 
more good in one week to the poor wret^ 
ches round the place, than all the priefts 
together will do in an hundred years. 
One of them, becaufe (he took into her 
fcrvice and converted a girl that the prieft 

had 
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had a mind too, has fetjthefe fanatic fel* 
lows againft her and the people of tl}e viU 
lage, who are all church people. There 
was a wake lad night at a clufter of cot;ta« 
ges juft by, and the people being half niad 
and quite'drunk with whilkey, they were 
fpiritw'd up to do^U this nnifchief, if they 
get into the houfe.** 

« They fhall not" faid I, « at lead I 
will not fee it,'* It would be an awkward 
narrative to fay thus, and thxxsj did I^ or 
rather we, for neither Arnold nor my 
brave little companion were idle. Let it 
fuHice then to tell you, that the favage^ 
were repulfcd, and I began to believe they 
were fo far intioiidated, that 1 might ad- 
vance among them and prevent their com- 
mitting farther cruelties on the defencelef^ 
women, and children, ^vhofe habitations 

they were deftroying. But before I had 
time to take the precautions neceflary to 
the fafe execution of fuch a plan, a dre^dr 
ful ihrick was heard within the houfe, the 
outer door of which we had defended, ic 
VouV. E fuddenly 
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fuddcnly Qpcned, and a woman hoM^i 
ing i child in. her arms, while other 
children and fome female icrvants fol- 
lowed, rufhed' out and fprang towards 
me, imploring help and * prote3ion. 

Graciouis heaven ! if the moft painful 
anxiety would have been excited by feeing 
any wpman in fuch a ficuation, what were 
my fenfations when Edward called out on 
his mother, and clafping him wildly in her 
arms, that mother fell apparently dead at 
my feet. 

It is impoffible to do jufticc to the fcene 
that enfued. I know not how the aflafllns 
were difperfed, but Arnold, the other En- 
gliiljman, and the few Irifti who with us 
hacf oppofedthem, informed me they had 
difappearcd. 

Leonora, that Leonora whom I had fo 
long fought, the beloved and kmentied 
lifter of Gertrude, was ftill without any ap* 
pearaiice of life -, while Edward fupported 
her as well as he could, the others were 
crying round her, and calling, in the 

^ . piercing 



pk^tig ttdfaihtickf, accents of InfasiliflQ 
ibrrow, on their mama. 

Arnold, with more prefence of mind 
than I; had, now went to fee if the houCct 
was clear of the wretches who had watered 
.en the other fide, and if it could be defends 
cd from within during the reft of the nights 
Halving in fome degfce fatisficd himfclf 
tliatthis might be don^, the ftill inanimate 
fuflferer w^& ^?rried inito a , lower r^and, 
and the te^rilkd women now cc^iedjted 
r9und;h!Er, wcr^, though with difficulty, in- 
duced to give her alTidance. Arnold, and 
the party we could confide in, attended to ^ 
tj>e defence of our garrifon^ which was 
DOW filled with women and children r many 
of the former of whom I hefitated to ad-^ 
mit, ' till I was fure they were the Pro^ 
tedant inhabitants of the village. I have 
been toffed foncie hours^ on a tempeftuous 
fea,.and have been at diFerent times ih other 
fituations of alarm, but certainly I ncvei^ 
experienced any thin^ fo agitating as th^f 
cjraimftances of the night I now pa,(red, 

E 2 nor 
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toor did I ever feel ddubts of f<5 dreadful 
a nature, as chofe which now preffed on my 
mind, as to the poflibility of conveying 
Leonora and her childrea from fuch a 
place, to one where they would not be cx«» 
pofed to the horrors which, now furroUnd- 
cd them. 

Obtaining however, from the people 
aboiit me fuch intelligence as 1 could, I 
determined to fend /or a military guard, 
at lead to try if fuch a force could riot be 
obtained againft the following day. Ic 
was not eafy to find any one who would 

undertake to traverfe the morafles and 
mountains between this houfe and the 
town where there was a garrifon, at the 
diftance, asr 1 underftood, of fourteen miles. 
The men who had fo lately attacked this 
dcfolate but hitherto peaceful village, 
were probably lurking among the mofles, 
and under the mountain craggs \ and of 
thefe the moft courageous of our party 
fecmcd to be in great terror. At length 
by dint of that >>hich filcnces fear as it 

docs 
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does confcienc^, I prevailed on two young 
Iriftimen to undertake (by feparate roads 
each), to cQ^y^y a letter. They both exe- 
cuted the talk fucctfsfuliy, and about five 
in the:, morning tw^enty hoffenrienp arrived 
Vodei; chc command /of a lieutenant. 
Another queftion then arofe, as to the 
poffibility of removing the unhappy Leo- 
nora and her children; but when having 
obtained pernriiflion to wait upon her, X 
named my fears whether flic' wopld b^ 
able to bear a removal, flie feemed by a 
fudden effort of refolutioa, the cffcft of 
returning hope, to recover her ftrength^ 
^nd a^ured me flie could inftancly be^in 
her journey, for it was, (he added, impoffi-^ 
ble, that any fatigue on the way, could 
equal that which would arife from fear and 
terror, were (he to remain a day longer in 
a place where fuch a fcene had paffed aa 
chat of lad night. I haftened therefore to 
procure fome conveyance : one of the 
carts or cars of the country and fome 

£ 3 wretched 
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wfetcfeed pohtcs, were now conlidered as 
the grcateft trcafurc that could be ac- 
quired. In a very ihort time Leoiiora, 
her children, and female fcrvant's Wtc? 
placed-in it, and a train of villagers follow* 
cd as far as they could. You flibuld be 
acquainted with the fpirit and'the fe'elings 
of Edward, to imagine his %ure as he 
rode by the fide of the vehicle where his 
rtiother was : her eyes fondly fiked on him 
with* fuch an expr^flion of maternal affec- 
fion as language cannot convey. "Bat the 
feoneft triumptt of the boy, who proudly 
cdnfidcrcdhimfelf as having affiftibd in thd 
prcfervation of this beJoVed mother;^ was 
cbaftifed by the m€:lan€bcdyH|)edacteth4t 

prefcntrd itfdf aswe^wi^di The few huts 
fbat bad not fuffered frowi fire w^re defer t-* 
ed, and the feW efiifdts they had contain- 
ed, loaded the poor inhabitants who form- 
ed part of OUT unfortunate procefFion. Three 
or four deadbcdieslay anrong the ruins, but 

tlicfe were people who had fdten by th^ 

pikes 
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pikes and ftaves of their countrymen. I 
hope none fuiFered by our firp-arms^ 
of which they feeoied extremely afraid^ 
and, indeed, never fully ftood a c^fchargc. 
Wretches as they are, I ft\ould be forry 
to have fhed the blood of oi>e of them, 
though in fuch a caufe* 

Yet I knew not then half the nnerit, or 
the fu£Ferings of her whooi I had the good 
forMjne fo providentially to rcfcue, , I hadt 
ticarce feen her; nor did I now venture oi^ 
mare converfation than was^ as. wc pro* 
ceeded^ abfolutely neceflary. I faw that 
it was only by an effort of extraordinary 
fortitude^ fhe . fupported hcrfelfi ^nd (;on* 
foled her furfounding children during a 
fatiguing rather than long journey j for 
fuch was the ftate of the roads, they were 

in fome places fo broken up and deftroy-- 
ed, that it was ten at night before we ar** 
rived at the garrifon town. 

There was fome difficulty in providiog 
^ lodging for the wearied group; but the 
appearance of Leonora and her childrea 

£ 4 would 
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would have excited intcreftin hearts more 
hard than thofe we now had to do with. 
The wife of a lieutenant in the garrifon, 
though ftraitened for room herfclf, re- 
ceived the mother and her younger char- 
ges, for the night. Edward remained 
with me, and took another leflbn on th^ 
life of a foldier, by fleeping on ftraw in a 
barrack, where I was glad to throw my- 

ielf down. ' Fdward'o wda the cahii flccp 

(of childhood ; and Arnold, ftretchcd on 
the fa.me primitive couch, forgot, in five 
minutes, all the cares with which his days 
ar^ troubled, on his mafter*s account. 
I obfervcd them with envy; for I^ 
found that to forget myfelf was impof- 
Cble. 

The morning, therefore, was welcome 
to me. As foon as it was proper 1 dc- 
fired admiflTion; and LeonoYa (I muftbe al- 
lowed to call her Leonora, fince the name 
of her hufband is hateful to me,) allowed 
me to confult with her on the meafurcs 
immediately to be taken. I now faw Irer, 

for 
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for the firft time, free from terror s and 
through the drcp dejection which op- 
preffed her, I cafily diftinguilhed the faded, 
but ftrll fafcinating lovelinefs and grace,, 
which! had been taught to expeffc; and I 
acknowledged that if Gertrude had a com- 
peer, ic was. her fiftcr. 

Her voke— and 1 could never admire 
a womaa who had a coarfe one — is parti* 
cularly pleaGng : yet the plaintive tone 
in which (he occafionally fpeaks^ (eemstO' 
have been the effect of the calamities (he. 
has been expofed to, and naturally (he is, 
I am' fure, of a chearful and fanguine 
lemper. What (hall I fay toyoux>fher 
form r Though deadto loveV I have not 
ftt learned to be infenfible to beauty, or 
rather, to that grace and expreflioii a hich' 
attra<5t5 more certainly than rqgular beau* 
i'ty. Leonora is near thirty, and is th^ n^o* 

ihc^r of feveral children. Yo<j have heard 
iha^'^c lias been unhappy"^— and; unhap^ 
cpinfefs preys more cruelly even than tim9' 
oa the leatores<r^yet the unbHghted. bbom 
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of fix^tcen never, appc&rcd to me fo at- 
tradlivc as this 

** Woc-wom mother of a many chHdren/* , 

You wiJ} eafijy imagine, however, that our 
ilfft diftloguff after eath became rather 
more coUcded, wa&aukwardr Her gra- 
titude for die proteftioo fo fortunately af- 
fbr3ed her, was equalled only by her at- 
toniflmyent at xny being there with her 
ibd at fuch a moment. She yet knew 
ROthmg of me but cny name, and that 
Edwafrd had been introduced to me by his 
firft proteflof, 1i ad related all he kn^w of 
his family, and had fet out' with him on his 
joQmey in fearch of his mother* That a 
ilraAger ihould thus ad, and have an in« 
fiereft fo ftrong excked by the fimple nar« 
fativ]^ of a child accidentally met wttli^ 
feemed rncomprehenfible ^ and I found 
k Q€celiary to reUte to her the hiftory of 
my acquaintance with her family, '%\f \v^ 
IcriHew A^ich herfather, and my promife tp 
Gertrude, which engaged me to ifeod ber 
Ifeme certain^ intelligence of the beloved 

fitter^ 
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fifter, whofc fate was to her a fobrce of 
Gontiniial anxiety. This little narrative 
finifbed, I befoughc Leonora to confider 
what I could now do for her fcrvice ; and i 
percseived that the cmbarraflnncnt with 
which (he anfwered me arofe from the 
circumftances (he was in— deftitute of 
money, with four children befides Ed^ 
ward, and in a country where fhe was a 
ftranger. Defened by her hufband, in a. 
place where the talent and accoi^pli(h'« 
inents fke pofftfkd were of no avail, the 
mild dignity and rcfigned fortitude of her 
mind had nearly been deftrayed^ by the 
erucky of her fituation ; and I perceived 
that fiie doubted how (he ought to a6t^ 
er whether it was proper to accept from a 
ftranger the pecuniary obligations ffie 
muft owe rrw, if, with fuch a family, andi 
dcftituce as (he was, (he fufFered herfelftc^ 
be conduced to Dublin, and from thence 
to London, as I had propofed to her. 1 
underftood how difficult it was for her tc^* 
ftate ^efe objcdions ;l pleaded, however^. 

Ed VK^ 
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roy right, as thie friend and agent of Sonn- 
mcrfcldt and her fitter. Something that 
i ftilldid not pcr/eiftly und^rftand, fcenned 
to influence her rcfufal more than the con- 
fideration of the expence that would have 
been incurred. I knew fo little^ and what 
I did know was fo unfavourable to the 
charader of the nnan ta whonn fhe was 
niarried, that I began to fufpeifl (he hid 
apprehenfions as to the inference that 
might be drawn from her accepting my 
fcrviccs. It was> however> abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for her to decide : there were fo 
many reafons aiFe£ting the health and 
fafety of her children that urged a prompt 
rcfolution, that her fcruples, if not con- 
quered, wcfc, for the time, given. up: (he 
confented to go to Dublin. 

If at our firft interview I had found 
Leonora worthy of the tender attachment 
her fitter had bore towards her, my coh^ 
virion of her worth increafed as I had 
more frequent opportunities of obferving 
. her... To an underftanding of the fir ft 

or»dcc 
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order was added a refigned.and patient ac- 
quiefcencc under inevitable evils, fuch as 
1 had hardly fuppofcd would have been ac- 
quired by a wonnan who had yet told only 
a few months nnore than fevcn and twenty 
years; for Edward, now in his eleventh, 
was born when (he was only fixteen. I 
have accidentally learned, and have gather- 
ed from obfervation, that fince her early 
marriage, her life has been palled either 
in attending her children, or in endeavour- 
ing to counteraft the cffeds of that mif- 
conduct which has brought ruin on the(<; 
Jittle vidttm^. Yet thus occupied^ (he 
has continued to acquire ^ great deal of 
knowledge, and b really— -what fo many 
people pretend to be— highly accomplifti^ 
cd: yet ffie has none of that pedaqtry 
which has often made me think accon)-^ 
plifliments difgufting. 

With fuch a woman miglit I well forget 
bow time paOcd, and r^tl^er dedre to pro* 
k)ng the time wheii we were to travel to^ 
gcthcr, than to haften the; end of my jour* 



t6 THE SOLITARY tfAN0fiRER, 

ticy. But, believe my, my dear Harry, 
i have fo trbe, and, I think, fo pure dit 
affcftion for thefe lovely fifters, that I 
confidcr myfelf as their brother. If J 
toqjd know that Leonora would be 
as happy as Ihc deferves to be, I 
ewn I (hould be myfelf happier; but 
were I to be the means of difturb- 
ing her tran<j<iiliity,. I (hould be niifer- 
ablc. 

I have difcoveredi notwithflanding her 
endeavours' to conceal it, that, among 
dther caprices in which he indulges him- 
fclf, her hufband is jealous of her, and', 
though he abandons and impoverifheft her 
and htr children, and forhetimes abfencs 
• himfclf for many nrronths at a tin^, when 
he is known to have concealed himfelf for 
the purpofe of amit(ing himfelf with fome 
k)w woman, he is never fatisficd,. though 
fiis wife fliuts herfelf upfrom all commerce 
iMith the world, and Sacrifices every, thing 
that bears the mme of plcafure to her 
dread of expence* 

X I am 
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I Mti gia(^ I do D<M! knot^ chei man ^ au^d 
I tmpc I nc^ver ftiiltv Since, however, 1 
have heard thisi 1 am become do latoly 
cautious. We go towante Dublin tir» 
tnbrrowK ' There is a large pcrrcy of pco^ 
pie cdllefted' from this neig^bduiihocwij 
■which, [for the greater fafeey, travel to*, 
grcher, efrortcd by a ftrong milrt^ry guard, 
and Fno more appear to cohdlid Leonora 
ifhan any other of thre women, k is nc- 
ceilary to avoid every tlrkig that imy feed 
the namral malevolence which wonrten ^irt** 
dulge towards chofe of tlierr own^ fcx, wtiov 
with beauty and merit enough to excke 
envy, are not rich enough^ to command 
that refpefl: which i^ paid, at leaft, out- 
wardly, to fortune and rank. The ladies 
who compofe this party, look, 1 can fee, 
with envy on the fuperior beauty and 
grace of Leonora ; and whenever an 
opportunity offers, endeavour to outlhine 
by out-talking her ; which, indeed, is the 
very word way they can take ; i^or^ except 
two of thcm,^ one a good fort of matron,^ 
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Vifho pretends to nothing ; and her niece^ 
a young girl from the North of Ireland, 
of leventeen, rather pretty, and very gentle 
and good-natured, I hardly ever faw a coW 
leAion of female creatures who were fo very 
little to nay tafte, or rather whom I found 
pofTefled of fo many repelling qualities^ 
Yet fome of them, I thank them; have 
done n)e the honour to think me worthy 
of their attention^ Oh I if you faw thena 
you would not call me very vain in fry- 
ing this : I already anticipate a difagree- 
ablejourneyi and wiih myfelf at the end 
of it^ 
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LETTER VI. 

London, March 20^ 

You will be ghd to hear fronri me from 

this place, after having atchicved fuch an 
adventure as that of refcuing. a diftreffed 
lady from perils greatcrfithan thofc ^hich 
fable dreflcs up in books .of chivalry. I 
went, the day after myafrrivia} here, to 
Mr. Aadley, and learn from him that 
there is no prefent probability of your 
coming to town. My ftay \ti'ii is uncer* 
tain i thercfofe 1 continue to^ ^vr^te to 
you, I am glad that, in'd(Mpite of your 
cold philofophy, I have excited in your 
heart an intereft for the fate of Leonora^ 
I have not yet heard her nnelancholy ftory^ 
and am frequently afraid of dcfiring to 
know it. From hcrfelf I think I never 
(hall y fince I can perceive there is a dclii 
^ . cacy 
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cacy and refervc about her, on particular 
fubjedts, which makes it painful to her 
to fpeak upon them. She never mentions 
the n.me of Mr. Wardeael when it CBn 
be avoided,* and thinks wiih 'anxiety of 
hjs pxefent fituation, of which fhc appears 
uncertain. Edward, who, as the eldeft of 
her children^ is more confc[ous of his mis- 
fortune than the little ones, endeavours, 
by :the manly tenderncfs of an ingenuou? 
youth, father than the inconfequent fond- 
iefs of a cbikl^ t<x foothe and confole his 
motheri ajid to have him near her is a 
cordial 10 her heart. She has found too 
another confdiation fince (he came to Eng- 
land, in hayitig met in London one of the 

friends of her early youth, who, unlike 
th^ generality of the profperous, does not 
confidfir misfortijne and embarrafled cir- 
cutiaftanGes as fufficient reason for aban« 
doning one whom (he has once Ipved, and 
who has loft her rank in fociety by no mif- 
conduft of her own, This lady, who 
feems \yorthy of being the friend of Leo- 
nora, 



\ 
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iior3i svas the daughicel* of a - gentleman 

rbfiding formerly in th< ipimediate neigh- 

bcmrbood of Mr. -Leic&fter, and, after her 

marriage, lived feme years with her huf- 

band Jn the 'Oorthernrextfett^ity; of Eng-f 

fo«di, She is now a vvidpw,.wit[> an ha«d-" 

femjC competem^ ; and bad not rbeen lofog 

in .London .wh? n, fbe heard of Mrs. War-i 

denc|H*s arrival, with whom Jhe immediate^ 

ly rcn^w^d her former intimacy, 

, The fine eyes pf Leonora^are, I ^f^fi per^ 

cpive, brighte;«ed by tljje ,^ght of aif p^ 
friend^ (he ^ looks tipon. Ijer little gjrls 

with lefs of maternal anxiety than (he ha» 

long fek, when fl>e hoj3es they have found 

another proteftrefs, whp'wotild be a nrio- 

ther tOfthem if theyihould be deprjyedof 

her care at - a ,diftance from GertriKlc^ 

Her friend, whofe married naqne is Wefthill^ 

fcerns to acknowledge, without en vying her 

the foperiority of her friend ; nor docs (he 

appear to be one or thofe matrons who' 

imagines no man can befriend, a young 

and handfooie woman in diftrefs, but with 

fomc 
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fome defign againft her honour. I have 
now an opportunity of being oftener with 
Leonora 5 for when llie was alone, or only 
with her children/ nny vifits were Ihort and 
lefs frequent: (he now adnfiits mc almoft 
every evening'; and fince (he is underkfs 
feftraint and lefs uncafinefs, I fee per- 
fc<5lions of mind which care and forrow had 
before obfcured. In tht courfe of hr 
pilgriniages with htr hufbandi Ihe has, I 
find, vificed Hiany countries, and feen them 
differently from the generality of Englifli 
travellers, who arc acquainted with only 
6ne clafs of people, arid have no opportu- 
iiities of judging of the fcharaflcrs of that 
j[ank which rbake the bulk of th^ nation : 
but ais the nam^ of Mr. Wardenell inevi- 
tably mingles itfelf with thefe little narra- 
tives, I can feldom engage her to enter 
ijpon them. When, however, flie can 
(peak of fcenery, or the arts, or defcribc 
events, where her own unhappy circum- 
ftances did not overcloud her fpirits, the 
ftrong and difcriminating powers of her 

• mind 
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mind appear, and render her converfation 
fo attradtive, that I own I feel the in« 
feriority of the next fociety I enter into. 
You will conclude I grow too fond of 
that I find with LconbrL However that 
may be, her welfare and happinefs are fo 
truly the end of my endeavours in hel^ 
fervice, that 1 will rcfign the pleafurc of 
feeing her, for the more folid delight of 
ferving her, wlienever I find that the firflt 
interferes with the laft. ' ; 

By this tinic Gertirude has received nciy 
letters, and thofe/writteh to h^r by hW 
fiftcr. That iis a new foorcc of fatisfacSlion 
to me, who have now' no other delieht 
than in cotiitributing to the happinefs* of 
the (t^^ friends I love. ^ • ' 

« Ahd all this,'* you wM fty, " aH this 
is from my -platonic friend on the fubjefl: 
of two marrii?(l women. It is furely felf- 
dcception— one of thofe vinonary projefts 
irt which he has blien accuftomttJ to in- 
dulge,' by reading Vtonrtarfc^^ind' fuch 
ftutf, till he fincics every pretty woriiaii 

*9 an 
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an Hden^ mfii the virtues of Pene- 
lope." 

Saoaet^ing very like this fort of remark 
I think is perceivable, in. yaur laft letter, 
, when ypu aikj "But where is the hulband 
pf yqur hefjoixif ell, this timei"- J laiow 
ppt, por (^pes flie. Since (hex ^criv^l in 
London the^-naind of liCoxtora , leems 
gradually to have refumcd its tor>e; and 
|o relieve herftjf frooi. the weight of bWi- 
gations, which is alw;|}(q p^inful.to^^ liberal 
rnind, ^here there if .& litl:lf probability 
of returning thepi, fl^ ha$ ,had recourfo 
to her pen: but this I (hould never have 
known, if her friend^ thrpugh whpfe meap§ 
I have contioqed xo fpare Leonora the 
uneafy fehfation of t^elieyipg herfelf and 
l^r -cbiidren. entirely dependfuit on joie, 
had not fl^wn me how I inight^ t)irough 
her bookfcller^ affiftiief wit^qwjt; her know- 

_ I wrote thp,,^^ov^ three days ago* In 
ponfecjucncc .pl^ CQixy'^rlajiion J Ij^ve fincc 
had wUh I^rs^ WefthQl^ 1 have obiained 

from 
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from her the hiftory of Leonora, or as 

much of it as (he has ever commtfnic4ite4 
to any one. As I have the permiflion of 
her friend, and am folicitoua to place her 
as high as (he deferves to be in thedpinioji 
of mine, I write it out for you. It i« ad^ 
drefled to Mrs. Wefthill, by -the farniliar 
appellation which (he was accuftomed to 
call her by in the days of their early friend* 
ihip. , 



To the friend of my happicft yciar$, when 
Sophia and Leonora were infeparable. 

** (ta lunga ifioria dellaptnt mia^ 

" Since you a(k nac, my fi: iei^(l» Dp giy$ 
you the hiftory of myfelf^ * even fron^i mj 
girlifh days,' I will write to you as Jf you 
had not then known m€$ ^^d tirajce> as 
well as I can> the pix)grefs of sh«t ivimd^ 
which is^ perhaps, foconftitui^d a^to ha»ve 
increa&d my misfortunes by thr inteottf 
Btfi with which it has occafioned . me f o 
feci them » 
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^' The fir ft rccoUe^flioos 1 Jiavc are all 
pleafurable. My mother's careffes, her 
beauty, her fweet voice, her tendcrncfs for 
-roe, -the pleafurcs of infancy, the little 
girls, daughters of the tenants who ufed 
to be my . play-mates, arrd my childifh 
delight in the woods and gardens which 
furiounded my father's houfe, all return to 
my mind, even at this diftant tiine, with^ 
fcnfations of plcafure. Even now I love 

the noife, the flaflbing of the water, and 
the operariciis of a mill, becaufe I had a 
little acquaintance, the daughter of a 
millef on the river near the houfe, and 
often was allowed to go with my maid to 
play with her. There are fome very 
common plants of which I am particular- 
ly fond; beca«fe they were cultivated in 
a border that I was allowed to call my 
garden;' and the wild -flowers which 
grow on our hills, now give tne, when I 
fee them in other places, a fort of melan- 
choly gratification. By the fame aflb- 
ciation of Tdeasj mainy other limple ob* 

efts 
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jcdsgive nie peculiar fcnfationii, that nave 
perhaps wd elFtdt whateycr on the geot- 
rality oT the world. Accuftomed to'wild^ 
arid rohndntic fcenery from my learlieft re- 
membrance, arkl being fuffered, till I was 
feve'h years old, tq be almpft as free as the. 
*birds thar inhabited the woods where f 
wandereffV I was ediicatcd till then -fey 
nature, and have ever finte" been enthufi- 
afticaHy attached to my firtt Ttiftru'ftrcfsi \ 
My mother, who had nevei^ feenvLion- 
don till her marriage, arid was foq'dly 
(from temper and habit) devOted7t(i' ti^^ 
fcenes wher^' het" early ycuth/ha4 payfecf, 
delighted to fee in her little girl %i^t 
for that mode of life fhc hcrfelf prefer- 
red; but the pleafure which (he derived 
from my health and vivaciry, was embit*' 
tered by the (ickhefs and death of others 
of her children. I knew hot then what 
death was, but I faw forrbw overclouding 

the fpirits of my mother, and my little 
play-fellows difappeared. Such impref- 
fions however, reft not on' the minds' of 
Vol. V. F chvldt^w^ 
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children; my infancy was as happy as 
my fubfequent life has been wretched. 
My mother's death was the fird real evil 
that befel me, and from that, period a fe- 
rif s of calamities inceflantly purfued me. 

My father, whofc afiedion to his wife, 
had been the (irft paflion of his heart, no 
loBger had courage to reOft the confequen- 
ces of that derangement of his affairs, 
which her oeconomy and vigilance had 
long warded off. His home became 
hateful to him, and he^determined to a ban* 
don it.«-»He fent me to fchool, left little 
Germide under the care of a fifter, and 
quitted England. 

If the expence of fupporting an eftab- 
li(hment was by this means leff^ned, no 
other advantage accrued frpm it. A (lew* 
ard cannot fuperintend an eftatc fo well 
as a niafter. He who was employed by 
my father, managed fo ill, that his tenants 
were either driven from their farms, or 
fould not live upon them; the mortga^ 
gee^ becoming impatient, threatened forC'* 

clofures. 
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clofurcs, and at the end of four ^yearr my 
father returned tp £ngland> and found 
his affairs in tenfold confufion. They 
were beyond the reach of conomdn rerne* 
dies> and nothing remained to be dooe^ 
but either to fell the property which had 
^een for two centuries in the family, or 
find fome woman of fortune whole money 
might pay off* thedebts jby which it would 
foon be devoured^ My. father had am* 
bitionj an ill-placed ambition I am afraid 
I ought to call it--— A confcioufnefs of 
Ibmc abiUties as an individual^, and the 
pride infpired by being able to trace "his 
family up to the conqueft, which with $he 
confiderable landed eftates he bad inherited, 
had made him believe i( probable that he 
might have, weight with the g^vernmen^ 
and obtain one of thofe places by- th^ 
emoluments of which^ indigent men pf 
family are often enabled to fupporc the 
appearance of their former affluence. Ac- 
tuated by this hope, my father determined 
•to, follow advice which, thofe whom he 

Fa believed 
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|>cHeve(l.tO;be his friends^ were ready ta 
givcjiiai, tbtt he might ftrengthcn his 
kiteTjpft aofi reiimir his fortune* In a neigh* 
bourliig:tQwn refided thc^ daughter of a" 
man who having by parfnnony and induf-* 
try acquired a c(k)(idcrable fum of money, 
boc^nie a banker and. money jobber mth 
fiu-miers and country deaterst and at his 
death, left his dwgbter above thirty 
thoufand pounds, principally in govern* 
tticnt fecur ities. Towards this woman, 
ambitious of ranking with the families 
of the neighbourhood wha had kept her at 
a diftance, my father caft his eyes. He 
was f^ill a very handfome man, but juft 
in the middle of life, and the prida of 
Mifs Mabben was flattered by an offer of^ 
iharriage from a gentleman wfiofe anccf- 
Gcftors, as well as himfelf, had made To 
confidcrable a figure in the County. The 
few perfbns whom (he confulted, vainly 
rcprcfented to her, that Mr. Leicefter's 
fortunt was extremeiy' injured, and that 
hers would prbbably be ertiploycd to re- 

' " 14' ^ pair 
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pair the faded fplehdour of his family. 
She thought thefe advifcrs ^either interefl>- 
cd or eflviods, and fooin fignified, to her 
fuitor, that ftie had no other objtdllon to 
farm than Airtvat arofe from his having two 
daughters. This howjtjv^r, was nQ:t eafily 
obviated.— ri was a very fall, girl of fouf- 
teeiij and h^^l^e^dy ilcft JchwJj-^^Qer- 
trvjd? jnjigbtwith pr^piiietj^ fcnaaio theric 
Jfcfnhe , years longer^ Iju t . fwhac vfw ^o. feie 
iJone with me, towards whom Mifs Mab- 
bep fcemed to b^ar the greater diflike? 
The humiliating necefllties <)f his fituaupo, 
^jad deadened thofe alft<Jlians::QAP&. fo 
powerful in the heart, of .fD)^ father^; ;ajn4 
one of the paffioas that bow; nnloft forcibly' 
jafFefted hjrp was pri.d?. „ ^T^ W had -^wiorn 

:away the acute regret rthat2h^,ha4efelli &r 
.ibe lofeof my raotberi a^ ,tKe/f)t)aA(om 
of aiT)bit,ion aimoft erHireliy:po(]^(If^ hin9» 
..It happened that a, Mr. BurfilJ^riUfet^lion 
of MiTs Mabbens, was, osr pretendc4to be 
in my fathtr's intcreft. He was an offici- 
ous mercenary' man, and had amfeilill 

F 3 naat^ 
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niore ariful and intriguing. Thcfe pco* 
pie lived in London^, and Mifs Mabben 
ufuall/went thither in the Spring, where 
ihe had; acquaintance among the trades- 
men and their connexions, who were na- 
tives of the fame town. But (he was de- 
firous of being introduced to more faihion* 
able fociety. My father, when he became 
an encouraged^ if not an accepted lover, 
followed her to 'London, engaged hf« 
own friends and acquaintance to vifit her, 
and in an evil hour, at the inftigation of 
iMn Burfill his new friend, who directed 
•^he counfels of his miftrefs, it was pro- 
ijvofed that I fliould be fent for up, ** to 
have a Kttle plcafure, and fee London." 
The female rclatrbn who ufually lived 
with itsi Was ifiuch fonder of this fcheme 
than 1 W^as ; 'flie Was to accompany me, 
and all her contrivance, and all her money 
were fcjthauftcd in preparing for her own 
appearance. My father had fent her a 
commiflion to equip me, but I was fenfi- 
ble of no other pleafure than that of be- 
ing 



ing once more with my father, whofc 
abfence, and the little notice he feemed to 
take of me^ had made me look forward to 
his marriage with dread ; for I thought he 
would then forget me entirely. 

On oiir arriving in London^ however, 
he received me with every appearance of 
afFedion ; feemed eager for my improve*- 
ment, by providing me with better maftert 
than the country had afforded ; and imme<* 

diately carried me to the ladies of jhis ac* 
quaintance, who were in the bed: focieties^ 
and routd moft properly introduce me. 

But the gratification I fhould have de- 
rived from all this, was embittered by the 
confirmation of his approaching marriage, 
when he commanded me to refpeft Mifs 
Mabben as my future mother. The word 
mother founded ftrangely and unpleafantly 
to me ; for 1 could not forget my own, 
nor thrnk,. without anguifh^ that another 
was to bear her name, and fill her place; 
I endeavoured, notwithflfanding^ to obey 
my, father j but 1 did not fuccced. My 

F 4 temper 
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temper was na'turaliy open j and 1 had 
been taughc cq hold pUdiflTimulation and 
falfehood in abhorrence. Ic was, ihcre- 
fore, ext-reniely dilEcuIt for me to afFtd: 
rcfpeft and ^fFedion towards a pcrfon 
whpfe perfon arid manners were utterly 
repulfive to me rand I was fo wretched an 
hypocrite that my attempts to concj^al my 
thoughts ferved only to render them 
more apparent. I was, however, ftil] 
more to blame. I could not pretend 
Avhat I did not feel 5 but I need not, and 
ought not to have given offence by flip* 
pant remarks. I fincerely defired to avoid • 
offending my father; but I was young and 
giddy; I had gay fpirits, and yielded too 
cafi^y to the thoughtlefs confidence of youth 
to be always on n)y guard. And fometimes, 
when I was alone with girls of nearly my 
own age, one of whom was the daughter 
of Mr. Burfill, I gave way to theindifcretion 
of ridiculing the vulgar figure and aukward 
jnnanncrs of Mifs Mabben. I.n ihcfc fa- 
t if leal flights I was^ from my vivacity and 

power 
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f gcq^r^gQlI -me, ^while w^ 1»ef ^; ^ggert»€r i 
but Mifs BurfiU betrayed me; : I Be^ 
Ire ve her mother comrnuniCac^dnyii^tC^er 
paCcd ; fftri^iQC/pnly fail^oCcoj^ilwting 
the favour :QCMifsiM4ibep> ^l.L became* 
fo,e?^tii?fn^ pnjvclcainf.tp hi;?;?^^^ J .w^l 
Qonfl(^(^A^ a :fqle but .iAyifjgii)lf jinrjp^ 
ipenjt tp pf>y fathcr'$. qiarriage^ ap^Mj^ 
M^bben fignified^her. rcfglutj^p ,CD^ircly 19 
decline the allianqe^ if t was tp.m^t^q ^ pai^ 

ofherfepiqy. /.: ^ 

Y This wa^ pot .immediately^, por^ngu^j- . 
c^ted.tQ qjiej but I f*avy mj father was Jd& 
than cyer diipofed to treat nje with tha» 
tendj?rijefs which had pnce; been fo precU 
O.u^ to Vf}^^\ I fa^ t,oo tiiaj hfc was JJph9p,j 
py 4 ^nd.l icarn^d frogi my fftoiaic re^^ 
tipDi tKaf his Yijiblc uneauncf$,\ifaSj,Qccuy 
^one4,^hy the iriqi:e»fihg,pere|fxity' of Jii# 

nQ alternative pctween completing, ^hia 

F 5 * mar- 
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toi^riage and fcci% himfclf utterly 
undone, pcAips even irAptitintd for the 
reft of*is lifej " in which c^e/' fild (he, 
^' you know <Ser crude and yciu muft be 
beggars/' :' . r ^ 

This prcifpeftj dreary as it was, made lit- 
tle impreflion on nhy own account.; but 
from tlieidea of my father's fufferingj my 
Ibul retoiled in terror* Eftranged from 
fiDC, as he how feerned^ I itfll felt for him 
fqch l^ial reverence and tendernefs, that> 
had at that moment my life been afked as 
ihe price of releafing.hith from hisembar- 
raflments, I fhould have refrgned it with* 
-jbut a murmur. For maoy days after I 
heard Nothing from my coufiii but of my 
father's diftrefs i an^ I faw gloom and 
uncufinds on his countenance. '^Iwuld 
iftot, tlicreforc, help wondering, thai parties 
were ftill formed, and that the expertcc of 
our refiding in town, with carriages and fer<i 
vants, was not dimini(hed. Mydrefs was 
Tether more affiduoufly attended to. than 

before; but I imputed that to the paf-' 

fion 
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fion mycouGnliad for finery and faOiFona.^ 
€iry diooers among fome of MifsMab-^ 
beq's acquaintanoe^ now' fbccceded each 
otber^ and I vainly attempted to ob«^ 
tain permifnon fometimes to abfent my- 
(elf. It was- my father's, pleafure that I 
fhould go. Mr.. Burfill was always the 
contriver of thefc parties^ and at one of 
iliem Mn.Wardenell was prcfenti- 

Mr». Wardenell was thea only abottr 
two and twenty :. he was topofiefs a con* 
fiderable property, ^nd a lucrative buGnefr 
from hts father,, who having educated ill' 
ono^whom no education could have done 
much foF) was fri^tened at the twn for 
expence which, his ion. had manifeftcdt 
and wasrimpatient* to have him married in^ 
hopes that he would^then detach himfelf 
from the dangerous acquaintance thac 
be had made, and. live foberly in^^ th^ 
city,, where civic honours and grea?' 
wealih awaited him. Mr. BxipfiU had^ 
been employed by, the father to find fomc 
yOuog woaiari well educatcdj.whom ic was« 

£6^ fu'obablc^:: 
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probable Mr« Wardenell might like better 
than the daughter of a certain tradefmaa 
ivhom he was fuppoftd ^ prefer^ froal.a& 
alliance with whom the menchant's pride 
revolted, as if in a commercial nation^theie 
difUodlions coold or ought to be preferve- 
ed, and efpecially by a man who had 
raifed himfelf fi-om^ an obfcure ficuation to 
his prefentaffiqence. This old gentfeman 
had before feen and approved of me^ 
and I now was ftill more approved by 
the fon* Oup meeting had beeq defigned 
by Mr. BurfiU and anfwered his expec* 
tations". 

This man immediately became thri con* 
fidcnt of the paffion, a fancied paflion: of 
the younger Mr. Wardenell. He knew 
with whom he had to do, and by affefted 
difficolties^icqued the vanity of his friend^ 
who forthwith wasf induced to define leave 
to cultivate the acquaintance, and in a few 
days Mr. Bur fill perfuaded him to declare 
himfelf. My father ih the ufual form 
affurcd him, that however flattered* by 

Che propofal of his alliance he mud 

refer 



refer hirft entirely to me. I was to be pre- 
pared for this fcene ; for it was riot dtGgH-i- 
cd tbatxl (hoiild refufe. My ctWff^fe 
then employed to repTiffeat all thfeHid^ 
vantages of the marriage niw*^ in rffiy poWcfi^, 
and to enlarge on the envy I Ihould Cr^itc 
in having handfomer 'ClAthtSi jfbftiitare, 
and other things than any of my c6mpa^ 
nionsxould pretend to. I told 'hieH tfcai: 
I fcar^e knew the gehtlWhan^ by 'C^Ht, 
had really noticed him v^ry little; aAld 
did not feel the lead inclination to prolong 
the acquaintance j .that I defired- notfito 
oiitftiine the friends ^ 'wiife' A^J{6n^ 1 bad 
been efedto Hvej' and-thl&ugh^myfelf too 
young to enter Into ftidh an ^engagement:. 
From this convertation k Was imme- 
diately underftcb'd, th'it "'^^if - ribt "kblcfi 

lutely averfe,! was,^tfi*1erfff,*indifftireiiV?6 
the perfon wSote^ 'tliej^ ^ffgirtd 'for ttif 
huft>and j' and before th^- interview ia 
which «I was to glvitf my anfWer tiibk place, 
it was neceffa^ for mf father hinfifclf i6 
^ak to me, i : v^ i ;^. a j/a 

That 
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^ , That .c^oni^crfatipn i$ even now prefent 
tp mji^mccnwy. — Ah ! ,my friend, the re* 
jCollc;^^^ ^^^^ this moment fo frefh^ that 
If,.<:aQf|ot attempt to dwell on it. My 
^ihcrj whom. I^ifo tenderly loved, and' 
whom my mother had^ taught me to con«> 
fidfcr with equal reyertnce and afFcdion^ 
(|oigne4 to difclofe to ta^ the real ftate of 
IfUj fortune.^ He reprefented? to me the 
Qtgation: L (hould be in w^re he to* di^. 
pr were; he compelled by the embarraied 
(late of his affairs to. quit Ktigland. Thi& 
Tf prG&ntatlon as far as it reJated to my^ 
pw« ^eftinyV, madt^ little irnpreffion on me* 
^Qt w^Q my father humbled himfelf be^* 
fore bis cl>ild,.whon lie lamented thccr*- 
iiors of his former life^ and. declared that 
riothing but my. being well married could 
reconcil^him to. ^imfel^. or remove the 
dark ., ^loud , which . }\ung^ .PV cr bis future 
pro^c£ts^;l. felt that.it Wa3 impoffitbl^^ to 
opppfe; bis wilhes ; . and though he fald 
t^at he . woujki not ccmftrain roc in the 
mod important concern of my life» mf 
. .\-v dcCre, 
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cieHre to make him happy overcame 
every othtr con(i<k:r^ion, and I had no 
loiiger i will of mry own; 'sordid I fuSer 
myfclf to feel any o^thcr wllh thia^td obey 
him-^I confcntedv and then Mifs Mab- 
ben, aflfured ofmy'bein^ r^rtiorcd, iml 
mediately agreed to rharry my father; 
My marriage was to folio win a few months^ 
Wretched vidtittv of miftakifeir policy.^ 
Poor unthinkihgracrifee l—ifar better had 
it been for me had I al^ gorte'td the grave 
with thofe fifterSi whom I had fden my 
mother fo bitterly deplore. I have lived 
to eiivyathcm their early repofe ; I Have 
lived to lament tHad Ge<rcnude ^and I (as 
if it. were to prove the blindnefp cf that- re« 
gret which par^ni$( fi^el rfor their infant 
children) fur viy^df only M experience how 

many, e<yil^ :thei?e jmcworfc than death*: 

Butjl an? |ffS^9ipj|Rngw— At.that period 
of»my llij(€> at fhq thoyghclcft age of fifteen, 
WJth; i^jg^ i^??ltb and fanguipe fpirits, 
hardly ever .haying fy^ered aQ,y affli^ioa 
l^ut in (i^ death 'of my n>pther> and en- 
tirely 
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tirely ,d^vo^ of ob/eryatiftn and: e^pCri-^ 
cnc<, the CHJls; thwivftf^- prf paring fiDtr 

pf pljace-^^nd .Qf[(pciety,.,thcy^ y^ foojn 

pbviac^d ^ I^Kt Wj ^^^^^^» ')^^^ found 
abundant re^fofi^. fpfj njy being the hapy 

P!fft yrft^PS wppjAq^iq xbe ,world, .,Much 
ceruuiljr. i?q>ff.^^RBev5drr^ap,wfi^s iq -her 
jde^ * pr^ipjJb '.of jih?ppiqeOii for Mr, 
.)iyaxdq5ii^t lo^cd Jiiqr 'as wejl ag r>^ witjl> 
priffcinQ, ^ fQm$ Qf th^m fo: exp€;n6v:e, that 
1 w^s called' upon to adm^the generofkj 
aod^ ifcjqicfc in \ the -affliiehcflnof my vlover; 
i }vbij£Boa funiJotkofdtditbyrpQTfilns^xiboit 
ItMtSfWere {^afled iri mvendng oew-ttiodes 
df ■*dorAii>g, or I ' thott^ld '>p«rHaps *ith 
more- truih^'faf , -df{^isfi|«i'tirig^tbe hunciart 
form. My fkher;iast'ht^Wi?ic^t give me 
« for tu ne, ^ thbog to • H£']£efd(tf ntft ^ be ' too 

liberal iti tte d<ithes liW^Wham^ts^hat 
^re to'^'bef^preparea fik^ttt^ flSiffri^ge-, 

5ft (fonfeiqWcnce -'of BeaHn^ "'cdhtinuafly 

•fnyrri rhy <:bufirt ahd oihtr ot hfiy ftietiidi 

'^ "^ whofe 
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.whofe opiiMOQS I had been taugbt tp xcfr 
p^ilj tUatthefe finie things conferred hafH 
pincfe, (L i'ct about trying to perfuadc, my- 
felf that they j^^y did fp. But thi$ w«t 
not in my power,— Whatever I tried to 
appear, I felt, that I was far lefs happy 
now that I was drefled out and iritrodutcd 
into ihe various fcenes inhere iCroiKis afi 
reoabktJQ ftarph of pleafune; than I ufed 
t0;be wandering around my nacivicpkce, 
when my foUtary hours were Toothed by 
indulging a paffion for poetry, and even 
§Uem^i«glo write^ it; a J»fl» which I^ 
fooa yndftrHood would not b^: approved 
or even tolerated by the fi^mily of which ] 
was deftined to become a member. 
.My romantic iSights were now there- 
fore reprcflid, and I found it gave offence 
to fpe^k of loving^ thie country, or to in-, 
dulgq my favourite propenfuieseiiher with 
the pen or the peinqiU The father vof -Mr, 
Wardcnell looked gravely doubcftiL of my 
fl^ill in condudling a family, as if it wete 
likclySib young a pcrlun i!l\ox\\i have .^ny ^ 
.^ - and 
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^jconfeqgefe(tIy 1h ignoraVc^ of the many 
•iwajf a. 'ordiffi flaring iniDney iwhith iierb 
4K>w adopted* ' iHow (hall l^iv)e:'J«HJ, my 
f^ear Spphy^ jHig rpiiaqrelof fuchi^ charae- 
(fier ? How 'contty toi you aa idea of a 
•fnan wfappurftted every expenfive'amufc- 
BTient, as it fi^pintdonly foFiiHe^feke of diC- 
:burcheoing iiim&lf o£ tbe nrK)iief citi^ipun- 
^iftit of tbcm toftj Ifdi?'rieii^il>y'^d*flt> 

pteafure in:^rty. ' i*«Ihkd^ Iboh a-'tetfiily 

jconiing ^d, but hj5 fe«med» tdf hi^e no 

power^to look towards ftittfrfty^cO^ iPSver 

^!5,QBfid,i«ii «viisr.0i«^fy. tb fpeculatd On -thfc 

ma&ryHherfftauld be able lo cbrlimani on 

tbisfaiKer*s deailuiy Thfe howei^ei" he wife 

caniDtiri{&ttngi / Tom bian^who l5ad Tuch 

^piidfpejfts, it wis. not difficult tb borrowi; 

^dieTsua^cfaao^wcver that wore (caNed fbf be- 

^fidesi rfiim^ ^r^jsriy^eKdeedirtg Ws bt^h 

iritifefhe and ffe^-WhiiW appKcacibns wefe 

perpetually ma^ to the bid inerchant, 

occafioncd a grcat^deal^funeafinefs. I was 

ftvercly taken t6 tkfk, ' and heard my- 

fftif blamed for Want of citorforfiy/when I 

'^■^^ had 



had no powpr* to o^cboomife/ andi of 
wafl^mg momy oftheei^penditureo^^idi> 
I was abfokjtciy igriorantu Ta'«x|ilaft¥ 
the truthi»*had '1 Trad courage enoft^S ta 
attempt it, would liavc been, as I bdifeved,'^ 
to endanger the future intercft of nny ihiU 
dren, by cnnbrbijing their -grand- father 
with their father j nor could P hazardih-^ 
(Jurring the refcntmcnt of hini, to Whbnc^; 
my life was devoted. But fince I Have 
poffeffed the power of reafoning, wiirch' 
at that early age I had never dared to 
exert, I have thought that I have hoc' 
blamelefsly foflTered the penalties which' 
always are inflifted on^ thofc who pro-' 
mulgate fadfehood or conceal truth. Yet 
what very young woman, circunnftanced as 
I Was,' wodld have adled with more firrrl-' 
ncfs ? Whatever might be the mcafurc 
of my offence, I have been furely fev^re- 
ly puniflied. I will fay little of the do- 
meftic mifery which rendered all my at- 
teinpts at concealment and conciliation 
abortive, as far as related to myfelf;- 

Whatever 
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Whatever I did» I found tny unhtfppinefs 
cncreafe. My own friends all forfbok a 
houfe where they were received fonoetinDes 
with civilityi butoftener with ill humour 
and rudenefs ; they were not replaced in 
my opinion^ by any of the perfons who 
fiilt kept up a fort of formal intercourfe. 
h confined myfelf therefore almoft entire- 
ly to my own houfe, and pafled the 
boiar^ that were not dedicated to my chil- 
dren, in reading, and my paflion for books 
returned even anrong alllhedifcouraging 
circumftances of iriy fituation. Shall I 
relate minutely the means by Which my 
life was embittered? I will fpare you 
and myfelf the recital* But when yoa 
have rccoUedlcd every mode of cxpence 
by which the mod affluent fortunes have 
been dilTipated^ without fplendpur;or even 
without comfort, you will probably have 
difcbvered fome of rhofe ways to which I 
allude, , ' 

The father of Mr. Wardenell died at 
the end of about five years^ and his death 

removed 
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ed the tad reilrainc that remained. The 
money that was ndt already gone by thofe 
bargains which arecalled pod obit^ now fled 
rapidly on variety; of wings. Among other 
rages that for fine paintings had now its 
turn, in confequence of an acquaintance with 
a connoifleur, who perfuaded Mr. Warde-* 
nell that he had aa excellent judgment 
ill piftures. This man's artful convcr- 
iation and the expences he drew him into, 
accelerated the hour when it was much 
more convenierit for Mr* Wardencll to 
go to the Continent than to remain in. 
England, and he was perfuaded by this 
new friend, who had already ntiade, as I 
bdieved» conflderable advantage by bis 
credulity, that it would be an admirabile 
plan, and produftive of undoubted ad^ 
vantages if he were to travel to Icaly^ 
where feveral c^Uedlions of piflures by 
the mod eminent n^afters, were to be ibid 
in the courfe of the year^ under circuflg^ 
dances that would enfure to the purchafer 
on tonveying. them to England, more 

than 
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dun four timf s the money he would buy 
them for in Italy. Mr. Wirdenkll, mho 
ilways was plea led with a projed, enn* 
braced with avidity one that flittered two 
of hb paffions, vamty and avarice ; . fc2r 
however cootradidory it may appear^ he 
was avaricious in the midft of the wildeft 
profbfioa. There was yet anotb^ mo- 
five to induce him to embrace this 
Icheme^ the convenience of avoiding the 
debts that were accumulating againft 
him, and efcaping the unwelcome re- 
marks of two or three friends of his fa« 
tildes, who, ibme out of regard to his me- 
mory, and others becaufe they had le^t^ 
money to ^e houfe of which the father^ 
had been the fupport, had freely remon- 
Orated with the Ton on his candudl. 
Would to heaven I had Ifftened to one 
of thcfe refpeftable men who conjured 
and rmplored me, ias I valued my own 
nH^ my children's fubfiftfence, 00 exert my- 
felf with courage, and put ap-end to the 
infatuation that muft infallibly ruin us all. 

I was 



LEONORA^ 121 

I . s 

1 
• 

I was ftill a feeble-minded woman, I Jcpcw 
what I ought to do. But 1 had not cou- 
rage to praftilc it. When duties thus 
clafli, how impoflible it. is to aft without 
incurring eithet the cenfure of the world 
or felf reproach ! Had I done as I was 
then ddyifed to do^ how loud would 
hav^ been the clangour againll me ! From 
that clamour and the domeftic coixtentioa 
I muft have undergone, I (hrunk in^dif* 
may, bur I have fincc rcvcrcly repented 
the pufillanimlcy which mad^ me abandon 
the intercfts of my children, in the hope 
of temporary tranquillity v\hich 1 did noc 
obtain, Aft^r difficulties which ferved 
only to urge Mr. WardpneU to purfue his 
projcft wirh greater eagcrnefs, ourjjur- 
ne/ was fixed, and we y?ere to fet cue in 
fcarch of fine piflures, by t(ie Tale of whi^h 
a new fortune ,was to be made. I had 
then four children, with whoip I.moft 
earneftlydefired to ^fm^inia England i buc 
I wa3 ncft allavv€;diachpicc, and thouah at 
Otbjer . tinnp s Mr, Wra«it',n(;ll.fj:jt;med vc^y 

Yqu.v.. ■ ^ G' " -■"'' li-.c;.: 
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little dcfirpus of my company, he deter- 
mined not to take this voyage without me. 
Edward, then feven years old, and my cldeft 
girl were to accompany us. The two 
younger I was to leave. I had never till 
then been abfcnt from thefe little creatures, 
for whofe fake I had endured the miferies 
of an ill-aflbrted marriage. As my under- 
ftanding Enlarged and my judgment was 
formed, it was impoffible to ftiflc the con- * 
fcioufncfs of the facrifice that had been 
made, and I perhaps felt it the more 
acutely, becaufe my father for whofe fjke 
I had made it, appeared totally to have for- 
gotten that it was to comply with his wifh- 
es and raihdr againft my own, that I had 
thus beftowed myfelf. The conduft of 
Mr, Wardenell refembled that of which 
Mr. Leicefter had long fince repented, in 
nothing Jbut the expenditure of money. 
The manner in which they both had con- 
trived to part with thoufands and tens of 
I thoufands, differed cffcntially. My father 
therefore had a great contempt for Mr. 

Wardenell, 
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Wardcncll^and did not fparc either ridi- 
cule or remonftrance, the firft year or two 
after our marriage ; while Mr. WardenclL 
knowing that he had himfclf been guilty 
of great imprudence, thought that he had 
no right lo reprove another, and they ac 
length entertained fuch a rhutual didike 
that they never nnct. I did not connplain, 
however unhappy I wis, for I had been 
taught, chat it was a breach of that duty 
I owed my hufband, and 1 am convinced 
that if I Ivad ventured to do fo, Mr, Lei- 
cefter himfclf would have repulfcd inae 
with reproof; Yet becaufe 1 tacitly fuf- 
fcred, and fometimes endeavoured to pal- 
liate and apologize for the abfurd cx- 
pences to which I was a melancholy wit- 
ntrfs, my father afFcdled to believe I en-, 
couraged and promoted them; and avail- 
ing himfelfof fuch a caufe of difpleafur^, 
he gradually withdrew the little notice he 
had taken of me, and I never faw agd 
feldom heard from him. Ofoneconfo- 
lation, that of believing that my father 
^ G 2 lovcJ 
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loved mc, and remembered my conduft 
with approbation, I was then deprived. 

Gertrude too, who had foothcd and fwect- 
cned many an anxious hour, was now no 
longer with me, and my affedliians were 
abforbed by the exceflivc love I bore my 
children. Reprefscd on every other fide, 
the tendernefs of my heart centered in 
them, -I was at the period I am de- 
fcribing little more than four-and-twenty i 
I Avas faid to poffcfs fome pcrfonal advan- 
tages, but far from flying, as is moft (rc^ 
ijuently done^ into public, or purfuing 
what is called pleafure as a fubflitute for 
the.happinefs which it was impoflible to 
find at home, I confidered my children 
as making my folc felicity, and as blcF- 
fings that compenfated for the want of 
every other. Yet^evcn this comfort had 
long been embittered by anxiety for their 
future fate, for I could not conceal from 
iTiyfelf that their father was throwing away \ 
thQ money which ought to have been 
their proviQon. I was however young, 

fanguine. 
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lanouine, and perhaps romantic. I tfunight 
my children were not only more beautiful^ 
but in underftanding exceeded all others;. 
the early pro'mife of talent and temper iti 
Edward,^ authorifed this fond idea ; and it 
feemed unlikely that creatures fo lovely, 
and fo amiable as 1 thought then^, fhould 
be abandoned by heaven, or not valued 
and admired by all the worlds I had, 
you will remark, feen very little of that 
world, or I muft have been cured of be- 
lieving for a moment, that any advantage^ 
of perfon or mind could make, amends for 
a deficiency of fortune. My vifionary 
hopes however, had been often delightful 
enough, to difperfe for a Httlc while the 
dark clouds of misfortune that had long 
been gathering in every dirc6lion around 
me. But when I was to part from my 
younger children, to leave for an indefinite 
term to the care of mercenary attendants,, 
beings who were fo young, as to make the 
tender Vigilence of a mother necefiary to 
their very exiftcnce; my courage entirely 

G. J forfoolc t 



1^6 THE SOLITARY WANDERER. 

forlook me, and the anxiety and indeed 
inguifli of my mind was fo great, that 
my conftixucion funk under it, and an 111- 
nefs whiih had nearly proved fatal delay- 
ed our journey, and excited the impatience 
and ill humour of Mr. Wardenell, v/ho 
could noc bear to be difappointed in a fa- 
vourite project. I now again earneftly 
entreated to be left behind: I reprefented 
that in my ftate of health, I muft be bur- 
thenfome and expenfive to him in fo long 
a journey ; that I might become ill on the" 
road, and detain him till the purpofe for 
>^hich he intended going to Rome might 
be fruflrated, and that under fuch a fai- 
lure of fpirits as it was but too proba- 
ble I (hould fufFer, I (hould be likely 
rather to impede than promote his inte- 
reft. My entreaties and reprefentations 
were vain, He had taken two ideas into 
his head, and they were now (o fixed there, 
that every thing I faid, rather confirmed, 
than induced him to change ihem. The 
firft of thcfc was, that my knowledge of 

the 
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the Italian language, though I was not i 
proficient in it, would prevent the Italians 
from impofing on him, who neither fpoke 
nor underftood any other tongue than his 
own. The lecond notion was much more 
fatal to my peace. — He fancied that I pre- 
ferred fome other perfon's company to his, 
and therefore wifhed to remain in Eng- 
land. Who this perfon was, he di^ not 
fay; indeed it was impoffiblc he Ihould^ 
as there was not even the Ihadow of a pre- 
tence for fuch a fufpicion. Somebody^ 
however, he was furc there miift be, and 
he was determined that he would not, 
like fodlifh fellows who deferved their 
difgrace, give way to my pretences, and 
by leav'ng me in England give me an op- 
portunity of feeing without interruption 
this invifible friend. While my heart re- 
volted at this unworthy outrage, by which 
even my afFcdlion for his children was 
converted into an excufc for infult and 
pcrfecutioh, I had yet refolution enough 
to ftifle the anguifh I endured, or at Icaft 

G 4 any 
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afny cxprcfiion of )t, a^nd fobtnittcd to re- 
riiw with what aftivity I could now exert, 
the preparations for the journpy. I pre- 
vailed however to carry my younger chil- 
dren with tne, and took the whole trouble 
upon myfclf, that tfie expehce ' might not 
be encreafed by the neceflity of adding 
another fervant, I tried to forgive the 
invidious fufpicions Mr. Wardenell had 
' avowed — to forget ihem was alas 1 impof- 
fible. I tried to exprefs my gratitude for 
being fuficred to take my children; by af* 
fuoiing a chearful air^ and making lighr^ 
ndw that they were to be with me, of the 
fatigue of the journey. Mr. Wardenell 
Mias again to arrange with his friend the 
connoiffeur, thofe plans which my HInefs 
had interrupted. His had changed in the 
mean time, and I now heard with extreme 
concern yet without much furprife, that 
this man whofe name was R^nfieldj was 
oi ng to Italy alfo, and was adually to ac- 
company us a part of the way 5 then dlredt 
his fteps 'towards Paris, where he pretend* 

ed 
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«d Co have buGncfs, ajid to rejoin us again 

On the way, or at lead meet us at Rome, 

time enough to affift Mr. \y^ardenell with^ 

his judgment in the purchafcs that werC' 

fo be made. 
Though I was very fure that this artfufe 

man had already poflcfled himfelf of con- 
fidcrable fums of money> and equally per- 
fuaded that Mr. Wardenell was to fgpply^ 
the expence of this tour, I knew that no- 
thing I could fay would have- any effeflr. 
I believed Renficld already my enemy 
with my hufband, merely becaufe he- 
imagined I was in>the way of his views j, 
but refleftingon fomecircumftances which* 
had not fo forcibly ftruck me till now,, 
1 fancied he -muft have- fome orher mo- 
tive, though 1 knew not what, for the ad-- 
vice which I was fure he had given Mr. 
Wardenell to infift on my going with him- 
Obfcurity is undoubtedly one great fourcc* 
of fear. I dreaded 1 knew not what from 
the defigning char after and powerful in- 
fluence of this man. Yet during the fiilt 

G 5 ^ pare 
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part of our journey, he fcemcd to ftudy 
nothing (o much as my accommodation, 
or what he knew was more material to 
me, that of my children. Accuftomed to 
travel on the continent of Europe, and 
fpeaking French and German well enough 
to order '^nd direft for us, I found myfelf 
in thefe refpefts relieved by his company. 
He was in another manner much more 
ufeful to me, by amufing Mr. Wardcnell 
and keeping him in tolerable humour, atafk 
which muft otherwife have fallen on mp; 
and though I could not but believe that Mr, 
RenBeld did this at the expence of his 
own veracity, and that it was to be paid 
for by.fome tax^on my hufband's pocket, 
yet fo dreadful had this fervice often ap- 
peared to me, and fd incapable of exe- 
cuting it did I now. feel myfelf, that I al- 
moft forgot my former averfion to the 
man, in gratitude for this temporary re- 
lief. 

When, however, he left us to pafs 
through the French Netherlands to Paris, 

9 aRd 
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and WQ, purfued our route in a contrary 
dirciftion, I became more fenfible of the 
advantage of his company. To travel 
through countries where the manners 
differ as much as the language from tho(e 
of our I (land, is always attended with 
fome inconveniences, which a man of for* 
tune knovvs how to obviate^ and a man of 
fenfc fmiles at. But to poor Mr. Warde- 
nell ihefe appeared to be moft dreadful 
calamities. He coiild not bear the flight- 
eft difficulty if it afFefted his own perfon, 
and Icolded and looked fierce at people 
who did not underftand him, and would 
not have regarded him if they had. Be- 
ing unable therefore to obtain from thena 
cither attention or rcdrefs> his anger, which 
always muft be fatisfied by (bmc means or 
Other, fell upon me, and 1 was reproached 
in the bittereft terms, for not having pro- 
vided againft the uncomfortable beds and 
ill-dreflfed meals of the German inns. I 
Was compelled to hear invcdlives from 
which 1 could not efcape, and glad after a 

G 6 fatiguing 
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fatiguiflg daj^'s journey to give up to this 
gallant and tender hufband the bed bed 
tfaat cotild be founds and lie dawn on a 
tnattrefs or even on a blanket by the fide 
of my children. Some of his imaginary 
difltcfles were fo ludicrous that amidft 
the ill humour and harafling abfurdity I 
was fufFering under^ I often found it im- 
po(Iible:to help laughing ; and I was by 
this time, ft) accuftomed to fufFer, not only 
real evils, but the fits and ftarts of fl:range 
teriiper with which thofe evils were em- 
bittered, that though Ifometimes flirunk 
from the profpcfl: of enduring fuch difkradl* 
ing trials during perhaps a long life, I at 
Other times bore them with the fort. of in- 
difference which habit often gives; and th.at 
Ibmetimes pafles for patience, philofopby, 
or invincible good temper. The particu- 
lars of our travels, prefent as they are even 
now to my memory, would be fatiguing to 
you. Perhaps there never was a journey 
to Italy made under fuch circumftances. 
Wich'an infatiablc curiofity, a paffionate 

admiration 
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admiration c^ nature, and fpme tafte for 
the ari», I thought myfelf too happy, 
if irtftcad of going forth at the various 
places where we rcfted, to fee whatever 
was faid to be worth feeing, 1 was fufFercd 
to remain in quiet to attend to my tired 
children, and dircft the rcpaft that was to 
be ready againft Mr, Wardeneji's return 
from thefe fights; but it very frequently 
happened, thai inftead of going out him« 
felf he remained at the hotel or auberge, 
execrating every thing he had feen, curfing 
the hour when he left England, and infix- 
ing upon it that it was my projed, and thar 
he fliould never have thought of it if I had 
not firft ftarted the idea. It was in vain 
for me jto remind him that fo far from 
promoting I ii^ oppofed it. It was in 
vain I befought him to recoUeft.that when 
Jie determined in defpite of my entreaties 
to undertake it, how earneftly I had folid« 
ted to be left behind. Too proud tb aew^ 
knowledge his errors, and wfthout thofe 
generous feelings which fhould make a- 

' man 
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man difdain, even if he had truth on His 
fide, to aggravate the difti-tfljes of a wo- 
man, it was his way conftantly to dif- 
cover that the difficulties he got into 
were occaGoned by any one rather than 
hinifelf i apd when there was no other 
perfon to whom thofe faults could 
be imputed, I fufFered the penalty. 
Sometimes during thefe fits of repentance 
and difconient, I ventured to obferve 
that from wliatever motive he undertook 
this journey, the fhorteft errors were the 
bcft, and that it would be wifer to return 
to England than to purfue at fuch an ex- 
pence, a plan fo uncertain in its event, 
and of which he was already weary. This 
advice was (ometimes heafd in fullen 
filence, and at other times motives were 
imputed to me fo utterly foreign to any 
that had ever occurred to me, that I dc- 
termined to endure tacitly whatever fate 
did with me, rather than, aggravate my 
foflSsrings by attempting to do my du- 
ty. 

^ After 
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After many weeks of perils real and 
imaginary, exccflive fatigue to me of 
mind and body, and^at an expence about 
five times greater than the calcula^on 
iharhad been made, we at length arrived 
at Bologna^ where it had been fettled by 
letters from Mr. Renfiild, that we were 
to wait his rejoining us, and Mr. War- 
denell was to improve himfelf in con- 
noiflcurfliip by -ftudying the valuable 
pidlures with which that city abouiids^. 
It was io Italy the commencement of 
fpring* Every objcft that nature offered 
to my view would to me have bf en pro- 
ductive of pleafure, if pleafure could have 
been tailed even for a moment by one fo 
contimially perfecuted by ill humour and 
caprice. Alas ! while in England I have 
felt no other fenfation in feeing the love- 
lieft landfcapes, than that of envying the 
female peafants, who, aflifting in the fields^ 
or emplbyed at the doors of their cottages, 
have gazed^ with admiration on my coach 
and my fervants, while they, perhaps, re- 
pined at their laborious poverty, and com- 
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parecjit with the luxury and pleafure which 
they imagined attached to my eotiditiom 
After we entered Italy the women excited 
my regret dill more. That air of cafe 
which their manner of drefs gives them^ 
becaufe it does not convey any idea of 
hard work^ or betray the more difgufting 
features of poverty j ^hc beauty of their 
country, and the natural talents which the 
loweft rank of people in it have for mufic, 
appeared to me to render them fo happy, 
that I xould not but contraft their lives^ 
with that to which it ^as my lot to be de^ 
voted. The mind that is deprcffed by 
prefent evils h^s the unfortunatei fa«- 
culty, in a fuprcme degree, of recol- 
le£liog the pad, and anticipating the 
future. The days I had paflTcd from my 
carlieft youth in fcenes fo little adaj^ted to 
my tafte, and in endeavouring to fulfill 
duties that had^been impofed upon me» 
though neither happinefs nor tranquillity 
repaid my mpfl; arduous Exertions ; the 
cncreafing weight of chains which I could 
neither cfcape from, or ?Qyer with flowers j 

and 
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arid the apprtbciirion of the future, of 
which probably the miferies would be 
greater than I had yet fuftained ; all this^ 
added to my dread left my children^ 
ibotild be impoverifhed and abandoned, 
made my life every day-^ more wretch- 
ed, and fometimes threatened to dew 
prive me of that refolution which alone 
could mitigate or enable me to fup*^ 
port the ills I forefaw for ihem and for 
myfelfp i 

To be mifcf able where every thing 
around breathes of happinels, has^ offen 
feemed to trie to redouble the anguifli of 
the mind. Here at Boiogna I was really . 
wretched among thofe, who only put on 
the femblance of forrow occaiionally as a 
matter of fotm. Prdc^Ifions of penitents 
followed each other, and-the churches were 
filled with women on whom -penances had, 
I was told, been impofed j but the hour of 
their enforced compunftion at an end, 
they appeared to forget the contrition and 
the punilbment ; and amid the rigours of 

' an 
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an Italian Lent, I faw all who were nor in 
a (late oCa6tual mendicity, going through 
^hcir religious ceremony with gaiety, and 
anticipating the fcftivities of Eafter ; 
while on me one long penance feemed- to 
be inflidled, without any alleviation buc 
what arofe from nfiy fond affeftion for my 
children^ and that was empoifoned by the 
probability I forefaw that they would in-t 
herit nothing but my misfortunes. 

I had 00 letters of introduftion, for 
Mr. , Wardenell detefted foqiety in Eng- 
land^ and diflikcd it ftill more in a country 
whcr€ he was a ftranger to the language. 
So that my time pafTed with as little va* 
riation or acquifition of knowledge, as it 
would have done if I had livjed during the 
fame number of days in a country t5wn in 
England. This however I could have 
borne without a murmur. It was a nega* 
tive evil, and (he who has only fuch to en- 
dure is furely comparatively happy. 
More bitter and more oppreflive were 
thofe with which it was hourly my lot to 
contends 

You 
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You will naturally obfcrve how cx- 
traordmary it was, that Mr. WardeneJU 
who had never been either among artifts, • 
or a frequenter of houfes wherc^ there are 
fpIcnJid colleAions of pi£lufes, (hould en* 
gage in the arduous undertaking of con- 
noifleurftiip with a view to profit. — Ah ! 
my dear Sophy, I ann condemned to fpeak 
of a man fuch as furcly is not often feen,- 
and who was To little governed bjr thofe 
motives or that reafoning that in fqme 
way or other influence the mafs of man- 
kind, that were I to finifh the pidlure out 
with the very minute touches which a long 
enforced ftudy wolild enable me to give it, 
you would fay it refembled nothing ^^ fbat 

this earth owns** But I fpare you and 
nayfelfthis too faithful adherence to my 
original, and confine myfelf to fads which 
may fciTve to give a general idea of the dif- 
ficulties and forrows I have contended 
with s nor Ihould I do this, had I not been 
urged to do it in juftice to myfelf, for ca* 
lumny (which I know has originated with 

the 
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the relations of the pcrfon whofc name I 
bear,) has been bufy with nr\e, and 
the grpffcft falfehoods have been diffcmi- 
natcd by ihofe, who hate in proportion as 
they or their connexions have injured me. 

You will ftill fay, ^' But tell me what 
made Mr. Wardenell imagine he under- ' 
flood pifturcs ?**— Alas ! Sophy, ..what 
makes fo many people of fupericr abilities 
imagine they underfland things of which 
they are abfolutely ignorant^ and under-» 
take employments for which they are ab«^ 
folutely unfit ? What is it but that excef- 
five felf-(::onceit and deficiency of the facuU 
ty of the mind called judgment, which is 
the caufe of fo much mifchief> and the food 
of fo much ridicule. Mr. Wardenell was 
convinced of his own qualifications, npt 
only as a judge ofpidlurcs, but of every 
thing elfe \ and though he always failed,, 
and always loft his money in thofe fpccfu* 
lations, he ufually confoled hignfelf by 
afierting that he ought to have fucceeded, 
and fliould hav^ done fo if he had -not 

been 
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been cheated. You may imagine that 
knowing hpw often his miraculous pro-, 
je(ils had failed in England, I was in ter- 
ror when I rcfledted on the artful charac- 
ter, and infidious wi't of the perfons with 
whom he muft of neceffity deal as a pur- 
chafer of pictures in Italy. The nearer 
this fcheme drew to its execution, the 
more immediately that epocha feemed to 
me to approach, when the concluding 
ftroke would 6e given to the injured for- 
tunes of my lucklefs children. I faw" it; 
with undefcribable agonies^ but i could 
not avert it. 

It ha& always appeared to me, that who* 
ever is really a judge of the pcffedlion of 
art, muft have received genius from the, 
hand of nature. I do not! d^ny but that, 
a certain degree of mechanical (kill may 
be acquired by obfervation, and by the 
habit of comparing, and its appearance 
we know is /eafily. imitated by a man wha 
poffeffes a tolerable nnemqry to retain t4c» 
marks apd charaftcri of different inaftcj^^. 

has 
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has courage boldly to difplay what he has 
learned by rote, and utter with a certain 
degree of confidence the canr of connoif- 
feurfhip. But really to feel and judge of 
grace and*beauty, an heart and under- 
standing are undoubtedly required. For 
thefe reafons, ^and becaufe I had no doubt 
of his mercenary motives, I did not ima- 
gine the arrival of Mr. Renficld would 
be otherwife beneficial than as he might 
keep his dupe out of the hands of other 
adventurers, to make a greater advantage 
cf him himlelf. To me however, this 
chance fuch as it was, was defirable, for 
impatient to (hew his knowledge, and to 
ftrike fome capital ftroke before the arrival 
of his friend, Mr. Wardentll had already 
made acquaintance with feveral Italians, 
who, from what I could learn, perfedly 
underrtood, and were prepared to take ad- 
vantage of him. Such was my apperhen- 
fion of the event of all this, that I favu 
Rertfield arrive with a degree of fatisfac- 
iton^ after wc had been near three weeks 
arfiologna. 

The 
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* The charaAer Wthis man fccntied to be 
changed. Inftead of encouraging, as I 
thought he had done before, the nt-glcft with 
which Mr, Wardencll often treated me, 
and irritating his ill humour, he now apM^ 
pearcd defirous of foftening to me (he in^t 
conveniencics and difficulties of my fitu^* 
tion. As I had always difdained com* 
plaint, he could not diredly addrefs him* 
felf to mc on thofe fubjeds which he knew 
occafioned me. the greatelVuneafinefs, but 
he applied all his influence over the mi/icj 
of Mr. Wandenell, and that influence was 
greater than ever, to induce him to treat 
me with lefs afperity, and he endeavour- 
ed indirectly to difcover what were my 
wifhes. One of my children, a girl whom 
I moft fondly laved, had always been of 
a very tender conftiiution, and I had fre- 
quently in England trembled for her life. 
The fatigues^ of our journey had a gooi} 
deal alarmed me on 4ier account, but (he haci 
foon recovered frdm them, ancj 1 flattered 
myfelf the air of U^)y ^vo^ldreptir^ly re- 

ftorc 
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ftbre her health i but I now fancied fhc 
kgain drooped, and new terrors aflfaiied 
me when I refleAcd on the charafter I had 
heard of Italian phyficians. Though Mr. 
Wardenell was fometimes capricioufly 
fdnd of his children, yet he .now more 
frequently ihrunk froni the ekpence they 
neceffarily brought, anc} he was angry 
when he found mc in tears, and when it 
was out of my power to liften with intereft 
to his wild fchemes, or ' undertake the 
quantity of writing about them, which it 
was invariably my talk to exetutc. 

Oh ! Sophy, you have felt what it is to 
tremble for the life of a creature you 
fondly loved j and know even when your 
furrows are participated and foothed by 
the tendernefs artd kiodneft of the hufband 
and the father, how dreadful are the ago- 
nies which tear the heart of a mother 
^ziog on the fading form oCa beloved 
child. Imagine therefore what I mulb 
have fufFered, who far from bieing icon* 
iblecL by nrtanly ten^erinefs in thefe hours 

of 
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cff ItAg^rin^'Bh^uilh, wis 'fci»6adwd ^W 

^6ftfff» 'aWl wfiich l^^vDirtdHa^e givcrf my 

Owh^Jfeto ha^*pr€V€fmcd*-'>^* ^> ' • » ^» * 
' At tbW period WherJ Hfiy ^ot' i'fttle girl 
ieeiirti^' ^ d ai ly cd decWhei > aftd evety houft 
increafcd the defpair of my i. heart, Mn* 
FftrtlfieM* ^as nrtbrc ifeitt eVer folicitousito 

, ifjin^ite Yny uAiafmefi; Thei^ wd^ ftUi 
• foilietnii*^''ih His whole donduft which I 
did''not^*'66'mt>Veh<lha;'-atid '1 fometimii*' 
tlrbtighi Vna't hd'was aAing^^ double part,- 
and ^hJ&kiptt'mih'Mf. wWdeneH fpoke 
cfrnevcfy'dlfFc'fcntly than hefpoke to%c*^ 
This' idea pre vea ted my having that' con- 
fidence in hi 01, which his appaftnti!<*al for 
my tranquillity and foHcitude for nny fe?k* 
child would oth^wife haVe texdted, 'aWd' 
whidB/ could I have belifeVed ^htm-fincere^' 
wotiM Have induced iWe ft^ have fctgivtn 
even his d^frgrtS ^gdinft the pocket df^Mr,- 
WardenclU Divided as 1 no^^s/gf'fr&nv 
all my friends; from iby'fatnity,- abd fwm^ 
every humart being to whom iH^oWidif- 
■'^VoL. V. H burihca 
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* I 

burthen .my heart; my mipd (I have 
fiocejthought it w^as a feeble and ilUrcgu* 
lated mind) .leaned on the firfi fupport 
that offered itfejf, and I alntioft confidered 
is a friend, the man whom 1 had before 
fliunhed as an encroacher, and dreaded 
as an adventurer. 

It was t>y his inSuence however over 
Mt* Wardenell, that we removed to Na* 
pies inftead of remaining at Bologna, till 
the colkdion at Rome, on which Mr. 
Renfield had reckoned, were to be on falc* 
The tumults that have fince diflurbed the 
Various ftates of Italy were then hardly 
apprehended, though the revolutionary 
fpirit ha^j m^de a confiderable progrefs^. 
evfio in thofe departments where it was 
once leaft likely to make any imprefli^ 
on. Naples was, however, perfeftly 

tranquil, and the novelty it offered had 
as -much influence as Mr. Renfield's per« 
fua&ons, and much more than any conlide- 
rations that related to me and my chil- 
dr^nj in determining Mrt Wardenfll to 
f : : V ^ repair • 
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repair thither. His purchafes at Bolog- 
na confifled of a few bad pidtures^ which 
however he difpatcbed to England, witli a 
team (if I may expreis myfelf as they 
do of fmall fpaniels in England) of Bo- 
logna lap-dogSj or gifts to fonne Englidi 
friendsj and for his future amufement. 
Imagine us now at Naples, for I pur- 

pofcly fpare you the hiftory of ourjour- 
nies. My Emily fcemcd to derive con- 
fiderable benefit from the change of air,, 
my own fpirits in fome degtee revived, 
and nf)y heart lefs opprefTeS by the illnefs 
of my child, loft a part of its fcnfibility 
to the other misfortunes that menaced me» 
Mr. Wardcnell was fomcwhat lefs capri- 
cious and perverfe, for new purfuits now 
filled his ftrangely conftruded mind. Ic 
was never capable of embracing the great 
and fubHme objeds of nature. He had 
no curiofity about Vefuvius, but.was de- 
lighted with the boxes and other toys of 
little real worth made of lava \ and though 
be. was certainly ill qualified for an anti- 
quarian, which requires great biftorical and 

H 2 local 
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local knowledge, he was wonderfully de- 
lighted with certain pieces of rufty iron 
and odd-fhaped pots, which were fold to 
hinr)' at an high price as part of the cabi- 
net of a celebrated colledlor lately de- 
ceafed, and which, he believed, were what 
he had bought them for, true and valuable 
antiques from Pompeii and Herculane- 
um. • It was fuch a relief to nh.e when he 
was thus occupied in a new purfuit, that 
iny dread of the lofs which I knew muft 
accrue on this merchandize, was ftifled by 
my defire of prefent refpite. I have been 
extremely blamed for not endeavouring to 
flop this new fource of hopelefs expendi- 
ture, but I knew it not to be in my power, 
a^nd that it was fruitlefs to hazard my fleet- 
ing tranquillity in the attempt. 

I tried, however, what could be done by 
the influence of Mr, Renfield ;' but he de<- 
dared to irit, that here that influence total- 
ly failed, and that he had already riflced a 
breach of their fricndfhip by remonftrating 
withMr.Wardenell on the injury which in- 
dulging 
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clulgrng his prefent paffion might be to 
the more. important purpofe that brought 
him to Italy, and by which he had fo often 
declared he hoped not only to repair his 
fortune,, but to raife his family to a high- 
cr degree of affluence and confideraiion. 
It was in the conference I thought it ne- 
ceflaryto hoU with Mr. Renfield on this 
fubjeft, that he fpoke thus :; 

•* I know dear goaxlam, that you have 
confidered my intimacy with Mr. Warde- 
ncU as adverfe to yours and your childreri^s 
intereft'. I have feen it with the deeped 
concern, yet I had ^o means of removing 
the imprefflon ; no means that would not 
have more ievcrely wounded your peace 
and. tranquillity. I was therefore willing 
tp fyffer in yonr opinion, rather than, ae- 
quit myfelf at the expence. of your rcpofe, 
which, however hardly you have tjioi^ght 
of me, it has beca my firft objeft t(0.,pire- 
fcrve/' ,., .^ . .;. 

. This was the firft tip\€ Mr, Riepfield 
had ever fpoken in thi% ftyle ; I'dcfired to 

H 3 under- 
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iinderftand him, adding, /* you beft know 
fir, how fuch a generous defign as you 
now profefs to -have entertained, can te 
corppatible with what 1 cannot be ignorant 
of your having done ; I mean having en- 
couraged Mr. Wardenell in many wild 
and hazardous, fchemes, and having re- 
ceived confiderable fums of money of 
him, under colour of carrying thofe pro- 
jefts into execution/' 

" I am not to learn" replied he, in a 
grave and melancholy tone, " I am not 
to learn that fuch has been the impreffion 
you have received. Ah I Mrs. Warde- 
nellj why is not permitted me to undeceive 
you ? But no, I am unfortunate enough 
to be compelled to fubmit to an im|)uta- 
ration I do not deferve, to encounter the 
diflikc of her whofe good opinion I moft 
ardently court} however, I have pafled 
my honour, and whatever I may fuffer, I 
dare not violate the word 1 have given/* 

He then left me with an air of concern, 
and it was fomc days before I had any 

opportunity 
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opportunity of converfing with him again. 
When 1 had, I attempted in vain to in- 
duce him to difclofc to me the real motive 
of aftions which I could not but confider 
as ungenerous, and even difhoneih He 
rcfiftcd my attempts, yet with fo much 
fceming candour, with fuch an apparent 
concern for my happinefs, that at length 
hejnfpired me with a fort of dread of 
knowing the truth. I even fancied my* 
felflndebtcid to him for not withdrawing 
the veil which I now believed was between 
me, and the knowledge x>f calamity great* 
er than I yet knew^ and * greater indeed 
than I felt myfelf able then to tear of with 
fortitude. 

But however I feared to know/ my 
mind was ftill bufied in dcfpitc of myfelf 
with conjectures. One only appeared 
probable. It^ was, that Mr. Wardenell 
had formed Ibmc connexion the expence 
of which he rather chofe to place to the 
account of his projefts, and that Mr. 
Rcnfield was the confident of his gallant- 

H4 ries. 
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Fics. This fufipoStioni which fcemed to 
explaio at once the many funns that I knew 
had frequently and unaccountably difap- 

pearcd, and Mr. Renfield'^s myfterious 
behaviour, gave mend ot^ker pain than as it 
threateiiedfj^itb more rapid and irretrievakiJe' 
ruin my unfortunate children. I felt how- 
ever all the abfurdity of expreffing any 
pcrfondljealoufy, and I refolvedto conceal 
my conjefturc^,vand no otberwife notke 
to Mr. Renficld wh^t had paffed ill li>i» 
laft converfation, than toj cbnjurd htm-tp 
-prcyenjt:..^S,. mugh as he could the Mvi(h 
jcxpcnditureof fuch furps o^rnoijty aj^wefc 
li kQ^WieYerxjjd^yipaiti: avviij^ i^ 
no real value ; while I had rcafootojiWok 
.ihf le^FiffS' t\^t reached Mr. War^nell 
from England, were by no means ofa.piirr 
port to encourage or to fupport- thefe fpe- 
culatibn'^. Such.wtfc my fqars, and fuch 
the miferableiolieitude of my mind, when 
we were fuddenly removed from Naples tgl 

Rome. : 

My 
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My Sophy^ill not expeft that h'^r uhftr- 

* tu^n^ce fpicrtd (bauld give hef a defcriptwa 
of this celebrated and adonifhing capitaU 
There was a time y^heri I fliould have dc- 

4ightcd in writing what I know you and pef- 
hdps fome othei' pa^tial'friends wouId»*haVe- 

• been pleafed !6 h^vc readi burnriy h^a^twis 
what the French 'dfcfcfibc whijn they fay,, 
**elle avoit le coeur ferr6." I find no, 
Englifti word thai conveys to tny appre- 
henfion exadly the fanpvc idea, and ihis 
*^ ferremcnt du. coexjr/* thi* dejedibri' 
which drew over every objeft ^ veil that 
obfcured my faculties, and made me Indif- 
ferent to every thing which would once 
have excited my curiofity, and gratified 
my tafte, was rendered more infupportable 
by the return of my child's iljnefs. :[ 
dare not truft my pen with the detail of 
what I endured in a place,, where others 
have gone to enjoy one of the grcateft 
pleafures that perhaps can be enjoyed by 
a liberal and cultivated mind. I. mtiit 
However have been fo wretched any whore, 

. ^ H 5 that 
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that the contraft between what I wa», and 
what I migbf have been, ought not to have 
given the leaft additional weight to my 
fufferings. I loft n>y child !— and per- 
haps I did not in humility and contrition 
fubmit to the blow that crulhed me, nor 
fufficiently con(kler from how many evils 
my lovely Emily might be delivered, 
evils from which I knew my feeble hands 
could not (hield her.^ I muft p'afs over a 
period which I Cannot now think of with* 
out agony. The place where thjs calami-* 
ty had happened to me was on many ac« 
counts become hateful to me ; but cer* 
tain that I carried with me incurable for- 
row, it Teemed to me no\^ a matter of 
indifference where I was, or what became 
of me. My only care, the only objedl to 

which I was ftill fenfible, was, to preferve 
my remaining children ; as to Mr. War- 
denell, he fccmed at flrft to feel concern,^ 
byt as nothing ever happened contrary to 
his wifhes, from which he did not take 
occafion to reproach me^ he prefently dif. 

covered 
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covered that if I had not infifted on bring-- 
ing the children^ Emily might ftill haire 
been living. Perhaps of all the ways by 
which a man can contrive to render his 
wife wretched^ this of continually teizing 
her by imputing to her misfortunes which 
no prudence can avert, is the mod inhu* 
man, and the moft difficult to be patiently 
endured* 

Mr^ RenBeld failed not to ofFer in what 
appeared a moft confiderate anddelicatb 
manner, fuch confolation as fritndfhip 
could afford to the wounds of the heart, 
but mine were beyond its reach. I fled 
from every body but my children ; and 
even from the afFefting attempts of Ed- 
ward to comfort me, and the innocent 
c^ueftions of the others, I (hauld have ef* 
caped, if I could have been eafy when I 
did not fee them, or at leaft hear their 
voices. The weather was now becoming 
extremely warm, and the lively verduVe of 
fpring withering beneath the powerfol 
influence of the fun. However contra- 
- H6 ry 
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Tjr it was to the cuftom of the city i inhab- 
ited, I took every occafion of going at* 
tended only by my maid and my children, 
into one or other of the gardens' of thofc 
villas where adniittance wai allowed, pre* 
ferring thofe leaft frequented, or. where 
Mr. Renfield had obtained permiflion for 
me as a ftrSfnger to walk at any hour'thar 
I might chufe, Edward, who was already 
a proficient irt Italian, attended every after- 
noon an Abbe, who gave him leffons in 
that language or in geogr'aphy. On one of 
thofe evenings when he was thus engaged,., 
1 took my two ybungcr children and a 
female fervant, and went to the gardens 
of the Villa Ludovifi, which are not ufual- 
ly open to the public, and were the moft 
attradive of the gardens in or about Rome,, 
becaufe of their graffy walks, (haded withi 
ilex, pine, a^id laurel, and the coolnefs af- 
forded by the fountains which are literal- 
ly 5* bordered with mof?," where the ad- 
der's tongue* and the flowering fern -jt^ 

» Ophiogloflum. . 

f Ofounda, Royal flowering fern* 

flream 
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ftreawfroflri'fiimong tht old fteyni-'wtorlc. 
that foftrife their bafons, white t^^ footHing 
found of the water h in<unifon with thd 
hoUow murmurs of very ancient cyprefses, 
a|S the wind fways their dark ir.ajeftic 
heads, and fighs among the magnificeht: 
avenues they form. Many curious re- 
liques of afitiquicy,'flatues, vafes, termini,, 
'are fcattercd about thefe gardens, which; 
fcem dedicated to thofe who delight in ro- 
mantic folitudes. Eveningwas approaching,. 
I walked languidly on, liftening if I could 
yet hear the Voices of my children, who 
having wandered away with their maid, 
were already at fome diftance. The fmall 
church of Santa Beatrice, is near the 
enqlofure, and from thence the ^^ Miferere" 
divinely fung,juft floated on the air. The 
founds were in unifpn with the temper of 
my mind. I had for fome time almofl: 
forgot to weep, for curelefs anguifh, fuch 
as is inflided by the death oT the object 
we love, feems to petrify the heart. But 
thefe plaintive founds, thus accidentally 

5 heard 
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heard atnidft a foUcude where ) could m* 
duige my feelings^ gave me the relief of 
ihedding tears, and I had continued thus 
during fome moments ftill paflTing very 
flowly on, when another found bade me 
liften on the oppoQte fide, and as an har- 
monious female voice repeated very dif- 

tinftly thefe Italian ftanzas they forcibly ar* 
refted my attention : 

Solitudin profooda, a te ne vegno 
A celar le mie pene, ed U mio piante 
£ agli echi tuoi fc uoppro gli arcani inteate 
Che alia ftefia amilla fvelare 10 fdegno. 

Queflo« facro al iilenzio» ombroCo regno 
Spira folo trifteiza in ogni canto, 

£ to\ (uffarro lor flt:bil cotanto 

L' anre di dolce pieta dan fegno. 

The accents in which thefe lines were re- 
, peated were not, I thought, thofe of a na- 
tive of Italy, yet the tone and manner 
were fafcinating, and they feemed to be 
an echo of fome compofition very familiar 
to me, I moved a little before they were 
completed, and beheld extended on the 
grafs beneath the /hade of a ^roup of dark 

trees^ 
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trees, one arm reclining on a farcophagus 
of Egyptian graiiite, a female figure which 
from its extreme elegance might have 
paflfed for one of thofe forms which the 
Grecian fculptors feem alone to have been 
capable of embodying. The face was con- 
cealed by a veil of the fame light material 
as the reft of the drapery, and I almofl: 
doubted whether it was not all marble 
that I faw. Abforbed in her own reflec- 
tions my near approach feemed not to be 
perceived by the ftranger. I had loftibnie 
lines of the little poem chat (he was repeat- 
ing, and heard only its clofe : 

Ah ! non negarmi almen, forte rebeHa 
Ripofo in tomba, in queft' amico foolo ! 

The deep figh which fpllowed this fb- 
liloquy, and the whole appearance of the 
form that utttered it» increafed the defire 
I had to know more of one who (eemed to 
be a fufferer like myfelf. It was long 
fince I had felt any clirioiity about the be- 
ings who were ufually before my eyes. 
The pain and folicitude I had fo cominu- 

ally 
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,-aHy' undergo nff> had reOiJered mc iqdi/- 
ferent: tO: . ttortiwon •. oeci^nre rrf^s, , ancj the 
adivity of my mind, repreflcd in the pur- 
ifuits to which it was naturally difpofed, 
had perhap&.taken: a wild and romantic 
turn ; Xuchan occurrence CouJd not fail to 
attraA.and awaken me. Without much 
reflection; as to the propriety of whaf I 
:.was about, I approached the perfon whofe 
figure and Toice had alrekdy excited 4b 
lively an irttereft, Footfteps fo near 
feemed to recall her from her reverie. She 
threw back the veil that had ibadcd her 
face, and looked up. There was tefe of 
furprife in her countenance than of con^ 
cern at being fo unexpeftedly interrup- 
ted; . I felt that I ought to fpeak, 
bgt at that moment I was incapable of 
doing more than uttering fomethingln- 
,tendjfd for an apology for having intruded,, 
which I did in fuch a very confufed maa. 
• ner that the ftranger immediately faid in 
Englifli, not much more corrcft than my 
Italians ** You are an Englifli woman, 

Madam^' 



Madarii ?*' I replied in incrcafing fiir/» 

prife that Iwas^^* Ah> then,*' anfwercd 

Jftict, " I muft rejpicie at our meeting, 

hdv/tverj might otberwife prefer folltude; 

ICO; me it is^moftdelicious to.hsar the found 

•df an Englifti voice;'? > ; 

' You will imagine^that I took occafipix 

from ' this campliment- to> my country, to 

, xontinue d converfation that- might > lead 

to the information I fo earaeftly adefircd to 

iebt|dni for if the firlt kppeamnce x>f this 

^Bung ^pftribtt liafd ^^i^Ufcd - tey >curi0fity, 

It'Waa Vedk)ubled wheh I ^h^d f^h licr fwe, 

i(nd heard her fpeak. She had arlftnaftcr 

r«ar'firft^^(horidiaibgu6; a^cl vtelked with 

%ieitd wirds' the pkft'bf the garden whither 
1 jmiVihed my ch^idrenihudf rartiblt-d.'^ It 

was^time for rhe and^ tfiem X6 fetdrn h6itic*> 
and^ (in my native language fince* (he^ 
feemed to prefer it J I took occafion id^eix* 
pr'cfs fome fufprife'^hat fhe^ was 'krone in 
ilich a place, obJfefiri'ng that the hour wa^ 

"Approaching when^fapprehertded k^ntilght 



be very unfafe.* To this (he^aiifwerid in 
• very 
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very pleafingv though dcfcftive EDglifli, 
the terms have efcaped ine> I remember 
only che fenfej *^ Alas ! I am not alone, 
I have a companion allotted me, but her 
tade is contrary to mine, (he does not 
love folitude." I could not help internal- 
ly faying, ^< I too h[ave a companion allot- 
tedme whofe tafte is contrary to mioe/* 
So naturally does felf recur, however we 
may be interefted for others. 

But every word \)tfiered by this lingular 
being increafed my wilh to knQWiwfao (he 
was. " And wherf then," faid I, "is 
your companion ?" 

** She will be here foon,** was the an^ 
fwer, ^^ I was glad that for this evening at 
lead (he found a party of perfons of her 
own country with whom (he went, but be« 
fore the evening clofed, (he promifed to 



return.*' 



** But if yoq (hould not meet her" 
faid 1, *« you will not furely venture to 
walk to your habitation, which 1 prefume 
is in the city before us, alone and unpro- 

teftcdj. 
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te6ted^ at a time when you know it is quite 
unufual for women of condition to be feen) 
and I (hould imagine extremely unfafe. 

" I .have a fervant and a conveyance 
replied (he, " waiting for me at the portico 
below the terrace; but probably my friend 
herfelf will not forget me." 

" This lady your friend is I prefumc an 
Italian?" 

" No> nor am I native of Italy ; the lady 
with whom I am left is of Nice, I am of 
Switzerland," 

•' But you have been fomc time pro- 
bably in this country, fince you fpeak 
Italian like a native V* 

"Not like a native," was the reply, 
" but I have tried to acquire it bccaufc"— • 
fhe helitated a moment, '^ becaufe it was 
a very favourite language, of one whofe 
approbation I mod: courted, arid whofe 
pleafure I mod dcfired to promote ; but" 
continued (he, fpe iking more rapidly, apd 
in French, " but I am entering into adc- 
tail which cannot intereft you, madam. I 

am 
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am too apt to fancy that others feel and 
think as I do j and forget my difcretion 
7n the plc^furc I am fenfible of when an ' 
; opportunity offers of addrclBng myfelf to 

* an Englilh hdy." 

1 had now I thought a very proper occafion 
to afk for a continuance of this accidental 

' «icquai*ntance, and I availed, myfelf of it. 
" I would have folicited this favour, for 

"fufch'ihdeed It is,"^ anfw^rdd this charming^ 
gi>yj in a dejedled manner, *• but I am 
confcious that I ought not, for what can I. 

' 'COnnaW^ihicatc but pain tb a generous heart J* , 

> and ^trffare (hould I do that, hopelcfs ' 
as I am of relief, but frorti the quarter 

c*whcnc6-aH"niy unHappinefi now^ as once 

•^U my 'happineft,^ has aiiferi.-'' 
•* i^l^fea^tihiYayoung arid fo' lovely," re- 

^ plied f, " flioUld have reafon tofpeak thus, 
'I cannot but lament-, but in honouring me 
Vith ybur cohfidcnce^ you will atleaft find 
dhe wholcnows'torfiiluchofthemiferies of 

•'Kfit herfelf/'not to fee gratified if it be in 

, hei* f^owlefr,- evcn'bry the littk fympathy , 

• '^ ' X can- 



can do, ttf j^lcvUtc the fo frow's . riof I 
an6ther. T bat .jthc^ , wQUfid^ j of , the ; beart:| 
can be Jiealc4 in many inftances, ooly by 
the hand^ th^t infli<3;cdr cbiCm^ or ciWtrlfed > 
by the flfefroperatiion oE^fime, hknbv^todo 
wt 11 i yet perhaps*. khe voice :'ofi fi^flfibtpft 
may ' foothi t the ' paip' i ic:' iann^i 'cigCi Aarid)^ 
however unufedltdr form Written friendlhips^^t 
or. to, make profeffions after .Jo vduyAortr 
an acquaintance^ I will believe that ihyour;^^ 
mind, as in.yoUr perfon, thercf i's^ f6me-•^^ 
thing that weU ^uthpriKes the patriality I 
already fecl."w _ m;! idi.i 

I recoUcift, my Sophy, the purport of 
what! faid myfelf, but I cannot dG^juftide- 
to the anfwers of my young friend, inor the 
graceful manner in which Ihebefought me 
to cbntinuc to think fauoiirably of her^ • 
^^for I have been*' faic^ Ibe i" an inco^f * 
fiderate, perhaps a blameable creature, 
and have been guilty of unguarded^' 
aftions, and fuffcred feverely frbfti-m'y^ 
thoughtlefs temper. ' But thdrd^' addcd^; 
(he, " is Madame D*Oriaiarre, inA now^ 
^ Imuft 
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I muft bid you adieo !r-*IJet me however 
know where I can fee you again." 

I gave her from my pocket-book a card 
on which was written isy name and that 
of the hotel 1 inhabited i I told her I 
ihpuldragain be in the fame gardens the^ 
following day, and defired her to meet me 
there that I might condu£b her to my pre« 
fenc abode ; and. I own that while I thus 
fpoke, I endeavoured to prolong the time 
that I might be enabled to judge of her 
companion who was approaching from the 
other termination of a long avenue* 

This French woman who now drew 
near, was aftriking contrail both in man* 
ner and figure to her young friend* 
She was however handfome, and I thought 
about feven or eight and twenty. Her 
figure though what may be called too fat, 
would have been graceful, as Ihe was well 
made, had not an air of confidence in, or 
rather prefumption on her own advantages 
and the arts vifibly ufed to add to them, 
leffcned or deilroyed the cfied of what 

nature 
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nature had done for hen From the^ 
flight idea I bad formed of her before I 
faw her^ (he materiaHy difFefed. I had ima* 
^ned'h'er co be a grave and fenteatioin go« 
v^mefs^ who had been engaged b^doiibciog 
and anxious friends'to fopenkitend the con* 
dii£t/of perhi^ a romantic and eccentric 
yEoung bea^Kyi but Madiame D'Orimar-* 
re appeared to me rather to:rel]t|jcc;a mo«^ 
mtrefs, than to be herfelf qualified for the 
monicrefs of another* Hermsfhnerwai 
fluuering and giddy i and her: large dark 
eyes Teemed perpetually in feirchcof fome 
objed on whom they might exercife their 
powers^ while fhe did not wholly dlf- 
dain to atcrad the attention^ fince ffact I 
belie v^» thought (he excited the envy, of her 
own fcx, for when I was by my new ac* 
quaintance named to her, as an Euglifh 
lady, (he began to fpeak Engli(h, or fomo^ 
thing which (he imagined to be Englifh, 
and' having difplayed her '* fcavoir faire'* 
in that language, (he contrived before we 
reached the portico tq (hew me, that (he 

alfo 
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alfb <{>Okti haUdn|i dnd Idt mei iffi /ner 
<fotitit^''i)f^jficr: ♦xshibffity arid rttdki^^ 
ill bejp bfca' language, after JOW) firfti 
feAuxnio'ti.i J Hkt fair companibn* inforlDed 
Ijeur :?^Qfejc4ibt^jj counWy,;.dful themQ^r 
fhe^h^Jtb^ cultivate oiy acqukkitanoe^ tcjr. 
^hifelv J^djfiiie:^<>rionarre'frirentf wiitt; 
a TrafdkiQftiwfairrftii Jvfrpriied to«j: toecawfc^' 
rimfegirrc^'flwrofrkiKijbad appeared toi 
believe herfelfp under .(brwe reftr^intV 
'RvDUgh |ndid:)n6t by any. rnieans feel fo 
^tkb znintltmtibii' tq kao^ more of Ma- 
ditnt D'^btkriarfe a$ J)did|of my firft 
acqtiVihtane*^,^ I^^buld^ riort relinquilh my 
wifltf of kfi(^ing the^ hiftory^'of the lattdr, 
becaofe the forrtier hfed* fomething in her 
manner' wftiA if It did notcr^W-i^difguft, 
excitltd dbiibt as to 'htr'ftal charadl^er; 
perhajps tHefe very doubts made me tliink 
of the' very young woman Vho was, I be- 
lieved, dependcnrt on her care, with more 
compaflionace interfeft; Cfged therefi^re 
by fuch confideratibri^, and unwilling' to 
reprefs the inclinatlon^l idi for the young- 
eft 
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eft of thefe friends, I hcfitated not to en- 
gage theni both to vifit me -, and the next 
day was nannied for them to come to me 
at an early hour, or what we (hoold think 
(o in England. Madame D'Orimarne pro- 
pofed the gardens of the villa Borghefe, 
as thofe whither fhe wifhed we might af-« 
terwards adjourn for our walk ; '* parcequc 
les Jardins Ludovifi— etoient fitrifte, 
fi morne/*— To this, however, I objefled, 
as the gardens flie had named, being open 
to every body, were difagreeably public. 
We agreed, therefore, (for my young 
friend was entirely Of my opinion,) to 
rcvifit the Ludovifi i and as my chil- 
dren and their fervant had now re- 
joined me, I took li^ave pf my new* 
made acquaintance, who at the fame 
time entered the carriage that was wait- 
ing for them, and we parted for the even- 

It 
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Tie Narrative of Leonora^ addrejfed to her 
Friend i thus proceeds. 

There is a book, I believe, called 
*« Great Events from little Caufes/' I 
have frequently pondered on the trifling 
circumftances, which, by a chain ofunfore-' 
feeri and- improbable confequences, have 
led to the moft important conclufions 
in private life. To circumftances of ap- 
parently as little importance, may be im- 
puted fome of thoie events which have 
involved the happincfs or mifcry of mil- 
lions, and the fate of many nations of the 
«arth. I think I have fomewhere feen an 
anecdote which relates, that the fortunate 
clofe of the war which had deluged Europe 
with blood, was brought about becaufe the ^ 
Duchefs of Marlborough refufcd her mif- 
trefs. Queen Ann, a new pair of gloves : 
and I believe if the real motives of 
thofe wars which . have depopulated the 
«vorld could be difcerned, they would, 

what- 
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whatever important caufes havc^ been aC- 
ligned to thcqii be found to have origi* 
nated in the pride or folly of fome indivi- 
dudj upworthy tp nianage a village fchool> 
but to whom it has pleafed heaven to en* 
t/uft the government of the poor creatures 

of the earth. 

< ■ ■ 

But I am digreffing from myfelf, who 
am, you know, at leaft one of the heroines 
of my own tale. Thefe'refledlions, how- 
ever, were fuggefted by my confidering 
the apparently inconfequential circum- 
(tances that introduced another, who will 
take a confiderable part in the fequel 
of my fad hiftpry. 

When I was alone I recalled the fcene 
that had palTed -, and while I confidered 
the, appearance and manners of the lad of J 
my new acquaintances, I began to doube 
whether I was not adiing improperly iij 
cultivating the intimacy of either of them. 
yi?t th^ r^coUe^ion of tj^c young woman 
I had firft met, dwe)twithft|cJi.fafGinating 
influence on my mind, that- I couid not 

I 2 " deter* 
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determine to relinqdiih the pleafure which 
I beh'eved ft muft give me to convcrfe 
with, perhaps to affift^ in fome way or 

6ther, a. creature fo lovely and fo unfor- 
tunate. I own there was a degree of ro- 
marvtic enthuOafm in this; but I have 
much to fay in its extenuation. Gertrude, 
my beloved fifter, had long fince . been 
divided from me; and this young ftrariger^ 
who was about the fame age*, feemed to 
Be fent to fill that place in my heart which 
her abfence, and the infancy of nriy only 
remaiping girl, left vacant. Whateverj 
therefore, appeared objedionaBle in her 
companion', who had certainly very much 
the air of a woman of intrigue, I perfuaded 
myfclf that my new favourite, whofe ap^ 
pearance and manners were totally differ- 
ent, was thrown by fome accident, irt 
which her own inclination had no part, ort 
tlie protcftion, and was probably ia the 
power of ond whofe difpofitioii was not 
tongepial with her owd. 

The 
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The arguments thus fuggefted by the 
lively intereft I took in this unknown 
young perfpn, quieted the fufpicions 
which prudeqcei and, indeed, judgement 
offered. Nothing had lately awakened 
mi fronrhthe torpor into which my mind 
had been accuftomed to fink, from the 
^ mere hopelefihcfs of ever taftiqg happinefs> 
or even tranquillity. But now I once 
again felt a folicitudc in fomcthing not im- 
mediately relating to my own children, and 
looked . forward with a confiderable de- 
gree of impatience for the time when I was 
again to meet my young friend. 

It came ; and if I had before conceived 
for her a degree of regard, ftjch as a new 
acquaintance had hardly ever the power q( 
infpiring, it was greatly increaled by this 
fccond converfation. Her companion had 
on this day engagements, which Ihe pro- 
bably preferred to a female party only^ 
and fent an cxcufe which I was v^ery wil- 
ling to accept. >^ 

I 3 . Inftead 
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Inftead, therefore, of the rendezvous^flic 
had proppfed, we returned to our favourite 
haunt in the Ludovifi gardens : their being 
"trifle et morne," was to us a.recq^n^ 
mendation.— — Alas ! my dear Sophy, do 

not blame me for thisfudden attachment i 
do not fay that a woman fame years mar- 
ried, the mother of a family, fhoold have 
repreffed this warmth of immediate and 
unauthorifed friendftiip, which is juftljr 
confidcred as an error, even ih the age of 
inexperience. Before you cdndemh me, 
i^ecoHedl: how long my heart had preyed 
upon itfelf, devoured by its^own mifcriesj*— 
how long it was (ince I had heard the 
foothing found of frieridfhip and fyrtnpathy, 
from a being who could feel and think as 
1 did, and you will furely find many cx» 
cufes for my conduft. Nor did thefe 
confiderations alone influence me* I 
thought that my remaining little girl, 
though yet an infant, might one day need 
advice and 'protedion, as much as this 

lovely 
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lov€^y and forlorn young woman appeared 
to want it now; and I deterniined to ad 
toward$ her, as I would that fome be- 
nevolent woman, with more power than I 
had^ fhould a<5t towards a child of mine^ 
who might be friendlefs in a ilrange 
land. 

With thcfe impreflions and rcfolutions 
in her favour, how could I help being 
enchanted wich the frankncfs, the fimpli- 
city, the thoufand graces of the young 
creature I am dcfcribing ? It is true that 
I faw (he was romantic, and' even wildly 
enthufiaftic; but I had at that time toa 
much tendency to thofc faults myfelf ta 
be very rigid in my remarks on another.. 
The affedation with which that ftyle of 
talking is often aflumed, would inftantly 
have difgufted me, but here was no affecta- 
tion. I muft telltheftory ofher wanderings,, 
andof her misfortunes, as (he herfdf told 
it; for no words but her own can do her 
juftice. I give them to^ you as wiell as 

I 4 I caa 
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I can through the medium of another lan- 
guage i though it is impoffible to convey to 
you what I felt myfelf*-^the inexpreflfiblc 
graces of her manner* 



\ 
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GUILELMINE DE MORTIVALLE. 

You already know I am of Switzerland, 
?ln a country that has long boafted 
of the inflexible fpirjt and love of freedom 
of its inhabitants, it is (Irange that arifto- 
cratic notions^ and the pride of birth, 
(hbuld have fuch powerful influence over 
the upper ranks ; but the Baron de Mor- 
livalle, my father, though a native of 
Switzerland, had received his education in 
France; and having entered early in 
life into the tervice of the French mon« 
arclvy, had himfelf a regiment, and my 
elder brother a: m^jorityi, when the rcvo- 
Jution began, in which the Helv/etic tfatca 
have fince been fo deeply involved. I 
was then very young; for I have not 
yet reckoned eighteen years* 

I had a mother, with whom my dayst 
were pafled in tranquillity and happinefs,. 

I i She 
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She was the beft, the gentlefl;^ the moft 
indulgent of women. We lived fo much 
alone, that my whole heart was devoted to 
her J for my father I fcldom faw. The 
paternal fortune, which had been fufEcient 
for his anceftors, was now fo muchleflened> 
from the change of manners, and the lofk 
of a procefs at law with another branch of 
his family, that it was by no means equal 
to the fupport of the rank on which he 
prWed himfelf, and which it was his 
ambition that his fons (hould be able to 
prefcrvc in undiminifhcd luftre. It was 

not as the citizen of one of the cantons that 
this could be done ; and he had iftfenlibly 
artichcd ]iimfclf to the manners of the 
court, in whofc fcrvice he had entered at 
an early age, and to which he dedicated 
his cldcft Ion as foon as he was able to 
bear arms. 

From early habit, this young m^n be- 
came what his father had defired to fee him t 
his id eats were ihofe of a French fubjeft j 

and his ambition only to attain ah high 

rank 
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rank in the armies of the King of France, 
where, in the nonriinally Swifs regiment, 
commanded by my father, though hardly 
a third of the men were of that nation^ 
my elder brother was, at an early vsge^ 
promoted to a majority i but the younger, 
who had remained, till he was turned of 
fevcnteen, at the paternal houfe, and whofe 
education had been mpre that of a Swifi„ 
was yet only a fubalterrf ; and, being placed 
in another regiment, was, foon after he 
firft entered it, fent to Martinique, from 
whence he returned with the corps he be- 
longed to, in 1790, being then about nine-r 
teen. Such was the Gtuation of our family 
at that period ; I was only in my fifteenth 
years and, except] that my mother had 
taken me three or four times to Laufanne,. 
1 had never feen any thing beyond the 
beautiful and romantic country overk>ok-. 
ing the lake where I had drawn my firft 
breath. Among toy mother's colledioa 
of books, where I was fuffered, and even 
encouraged^ topafs many hours^l acquired 

I d ideag^ 
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ideas bfthe world which did not give mc 
my wifh to enter it. It was not unnatu- 
ral that Roufleau fhouM be my favourite 
.author ; for I faw not, indeed I have never 
yet feen^ thqfc of his works which arc faid 
to prove his life contradictory to his prin- 
ciples, and fo unworthy of his morality. 
Nor do I wi(h, or will I ever fee them.' 
The delight his enchanting writings have 
given ^e, I will not have polluted: if it 
16 illufion^ I defirenot to have the illufion 
• diflblved I 

But, my dear madam^ you will> perhaps, 
imile at the romantic folly of your young 
friend, if I tell you alii 1 will hazard it, 
however. Situated in many refpeft§ like 

Julie, I fancied that 1 (hould emulate her . 
charafler in all but its fatal errors : but I 
had no beings near me that refembled, on 
that my fancy could elevate into any thing 
at all like thofe who made her deftiny.. 
My mother was, indeed, in many rcfpeftst 
like the Baronefs dc' L'Etangj and my 
father had the faults and the feelings qC 

the 
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the Baron. 1 lived almoft in the very 
midft of the fcencs that ihc fafcinating 
pen of Jean Jacques has defcribcd. Can 
you wonder th^t my heart fought a St. 
Preux and a Claire i Alas ! I ivas but a 
^ child 5 and it is, perhaps, on infiprcflioiis rcr 
' ceived at the age I then was of, that the 
future charafttr depends ; and the ideal * 
Julie has poffibly influenced the life of the 
real Guilelmine. The convullians which 
have now for fo many years agitated Eu- 
rope, were then rapidly increafing j and 
uneafinefs on account of political affairs for 
the firft time reached our abode at Mont 
Galaciel. We heard that of the regiment 
tny father commanded, a great part had 
gone over to the Convention j that three 
of his officers had fallen viftims to the fury 
of the foldiers, in attempting to reduce 
them to obedience, while the Baron and 
hiscld^ft fon, having narrowly efc^pcd with 
their lives, had attached rhcmfclves, with 
the fmall remains of their corps, to 
another regiment, and waited, at. fomc 

dillancc 
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diftance from Paris, the orders of thofe 
who afted for the King. 

If this account filled my mother's mind 
with uneafinefs and apprchenfion, in which, 
though lefs ablfc to judge of confequences, 
I very trtily participated, the letters we 
received frorft Fclicien, my younger bro- 
ther, were very little calculated to appeafe 
our anxietv. He told us that the fenti* 
ments he had, in early youth, imbibed 
from his tutor at Galaciel, had made it 
impoflible to behold with, indifference the 
fcene then paffing in France ; ftill rnore 
impoflible for him to devote himfclf to 
the party to which his father and his bro« 
tJier tidhered. They had their principles 
and motives— he had his : it was not ia 
his power td yield up his eonfcience to his^ 
private affeftibnsj and where tlie duties 
of a man clafhed wiih thofe of private 
life^ he mufl confidcr the firft as paramount 
to every other. To avoid the confe- 
quences of his father's indignation oa 
one fide, or the reproaches of his owik 

eonfcience 
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cdnfcience on the other, he nriuflj- rcafe tb 
take the pay of France, as he could no 
longer bear arms for the monarch he had 
fworn to ferve, and would not take them- 
up in a caufe which might, at no very 
diftant period, bring him into the fidd ill 
hoftile oppofuion to his father and hii 
brother. He had therefore given in h'ti 
refignation, and having done fo, haftened 
as a private individual to throw hirnfelf 
at the feet of the Baron, ftate the reafons 
for what he had done, and implore his for- 
giveness. «* But my father,*' faid Feli-i 
cien, " my father forbade me ever again 
to addrefs him by that revered name j he. 
renounces, he dlfclaims me; nor, fince I 
could not recede from the refolution I had 
taken,' did I dare to folicit; Jeave to fee 
you, my bek)v^d mothei'y and Guilelmine^ 
once more, before your Felicien, who,, 
whatever may become of him, will hot 
ceafe moft afFeflionatcly to love you, takes 
of you, and of his native count"^, a long, 
perhaps alaft farewell ! Alas ! my rno^' 

ther^ 
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ther, your fon has not defcryed (he re- 
proaches with which his father has in his 
ivratb loaded him. Bur I dare nor, I will 
not defend nnyfelf againft hm : yet furely 
in one inftance, and in one alone of a pri« 
vate nature, I may difobey him. 1 muft 
fee you, nny mother — I mud fee Guilel* 
mine before I quit my native country. Do 
not refufe me admittance ; let not the 
doors be ftiut againft one Jivho could in 
no other inftan.ce difobey his father. Yet, 
if his commands have reached you to re- 
fufe hie this laft favour, I know that he 
muft be obeyed, and I will fubmit what- 
ever it may coft me. With a young Eng* 
lilhrnan, who thinics as I do, and who has 
afted on the fame principles,, I fhall al- 
moft immediately leave this country, and 
poflibly almoft as foon as you receive 
this letter, your foh may,, from his native 
mountjuns, be within fight of the paternal 
houfc that contains two of the beings dear- 
eft to hinn on earth, but of which the 
doors may be clofcd upon him for ever."' 

You: 



GUILELMINE DE MORTJVALLE. 185 

You who are a mother, you may 
form fome idea of what mine felt when (he 
read.fugh a letter from the fon (he beft 
loved; for Fclicien having been longer 
with her, and having a milder and more 
affcdlionate temper thaa D'Afpcrmond, 
(hfcr cldeft fon,) (he had never been able 
equally to divide her afFedtion between 
them, and Felicien was, I believe, dearer 
to her even than Guilelmine. Married at 
a very early age to a man of that hard and 
imperious charafter which is, I believe; 
common enough — a man who thought it 
beneath) the dignity of his nature to conHder 

his wife otherwife than as an inferior crea- 
ture, who was to continue his family,' 
and obey his will,, my nriother had never, 
till within the laft years of her life, ven- 
tured to fuppofe that (he had an under- 
ftanding or a will of her own. Left,' 
however, in folitude, or folitude relieved 
only by the company of her daughter; 
feelirig herfclf "unhappy, and compelled to 
read, a new train of ideas had followed ; 

and 
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and though (he ftill trembled before the 
ftcrn and imperious authority of the/ Baron, 

neither the early Wnpreflions of her youth, 
which were thus awakened, (for fhe had 
been- bred up'amorig the republican^ of 
Geneva,) nor the voice of reafon and of 
juftice, would fufFcr her any longer to con- 
fider hcrfclf as the mere creature of an* 
other, without ^n opinion or: will of her 
own } nor did (he wi(h that I fhould ac- 
quire the fame noitions of unqualified Tub- 
niiffion; iWhen, therefore, to thefefenti^ 
meats, the ftrong impulfe of maternal Ipve 
was- added, Madame de Mortivalle .was 
by no means difpofed^to refufe admiffioa 
to her fon 5 and even had (he already re- 
ceived, as Felicien imagined) the pro- 
hibition of her hufband againll receiving 
him, it was more than probable her 
obedience would have failed^ 
' No fuch order, however, had been 
named to hert)y ^y father, nor was there 
any mention of his youngeft fon in thofe laft 
written. If my mother W4? before difpofed 

to 



CUILELMINE DE MORTlVAtLE. 187 ' 

to thfhk unlike herhufband, the mater- 
nal afFcflions wer^ now all cniifted on the 
fide of her fon j and whiie (he would have 
refigned her life to have reconciled them, 
fhe was, when compelled to take a part 
with one or the other, influenced, not fo 
much by her own opinions, as by the dx- 
ceiTive afFedlion which (he had always feU 
for Felicien, who was and is a young man 
of whom any mother might jufHy h6 
proud. My mother, however, forcfaw, 
and forefaw with anxiety, all the con(e*« 
quences that m'^ght follow this fchifm^ 
and dr.eaded the lofs of the little domeftid 
comfort which my fathcr^s harfh temper 
and defpotic opinions had ever allowed her 
to enjoy. ' > ^ ' 

Her nhore immediate folicittkle, as wtlt 
as mine, was direfted to Felicitn, whom' 
we now every hour hoped, yet almoft fear-^ 
ed td< fee. Some days, and even weeks 
^afied : the ftorm' with which th'erharch 
of the French revolution darke^^d the 
horizon, feemed particularly -to' mcniace 

Switzer* 
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Switzerland ^ yet we heard not immc-- 
diately from the Baron during aU this 
time: his dependants and tenants, vyho 
did nor love hini, were hardly reftraincd 
by their aflfeftion for niy brother from 
joining with the difcontented in the HcU 
vetic dates ; and a crifis appeared to be 
near and inevitable. .Our fituation be-p 
came every day more uneafy ; we hea<rd 
that my father and his elJtft Ton had emi-. 
grated, and fought refuge either in Eng- 
land or in Spain ; and it wa~ certain that 
thereginient he commanded was difperfed. 
I faw my mother growing every day moi c 
apprehenfive, yet endeavouring to conceal 
if from me ;. and I who, young as I was, 
could net be ignorant bow mu<;h caule 
ibe. hadto be unhappy, tried to conceal 
the uneafinefs I fuflFcrcd, left jt (hould 
ilill more deprcfs her anxious fpirits. The 
wild and vagujc reports that every day 
reached our folitude, ferved to irritate and 
keej) alive the fears of various forts that 
aflailed us j and we thought we ihould 

have 
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liave fufFered le^ had weTcrK>wn the truth, 
however dreadful it might be. 

One day, afcer having for almoft a 
month vainly cxpeftcd news from the 
Baron, and from D'Afpcrmond, my elder 
brother, or t)n the other hand fronnf 
Felicien J my mother, unable to endur? 
fuch tormenting uncertainty, fent an in- 
telligent feryant, and one on whom (he 
could bed depend, to the nearcft town, to 
colled fonfie information as to the aftoal 
ftate of public affairs, by which our con- 
jcdures, as to my father and brother, 
might be in 'fome degree affifted. The 
diftance ^as feventecn miles ; but it was 
early fummer; the days were long; and 
as he began his journey before the dawn, 
we expcded him back at night-fall. My 
mother, whofe health had been confidcr- 
abty impaired by the uneafinefs (he had un- 
dergone, was jon this evening fo much indif- 
pofed, that (he was compelled to retire to 
her bed, defiring me to fee the meflen- 
gcr ai foon as he returned, and convey 

to 
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to her whatever information he might 
bring. . 

The hour wi$ alreadjr pafled when 1 had 
expcftcd hinn, but the man did not ar- 
rive. I became impatient j and wiih that 
Teftleffnefs which I am always chitdifii 
enough to feel while I wait for news 
that intercfts me, I wandered out to mctt 
him, and was fbon at a confiderable dif- 
tance from the houic. 

If you paffed through Switzerland in 
your way to this country, you will recol- 
ie£t the fcenery, which, perhaps, it is 
weaknefsin me thus to attempt dcfcribing j 
but you will underftand my rcafons for it, 
andlf I am tedious you will forgive me. 

It was one of thofe evenings when the 
balmy breath of heaven, and the frefli ver- 
dure of the earth, unite to footh the fenfes 
of the fortunate with ideas of felicity i but 
make the unhappy ftill more acutely feel 
the forrows which deprive them of enjoy- 
ment. The houfe of Mont Galaciel is 
ficuated mid- way. on an Alpine height j 

•- and 



GUiLELMINE DE MORTlVAJbW* . I^I 

and from this rocky eminence is a view 
over the lake, at the diftance of three 
miles^ its bays and woody fhores, with 
their hamlets and villas, were diftinflly 
feen. The dark trees that clothed the 
fide of the mountain made the finefl: 
fore-ground for fuch a landfcape -, and as, 
from a rocky promontory crowned with 
firs, that reared its rugged front imme- 
diately above them, I looked on this lover- 
ly fcene, I enquired, wherefore, amid this 
elyfium, had mifery made its way ? Eve- 
ry objeft that furrounded me feemcd to 
fpeak of tranquillity and happinefs 5 but 
care and anxiety had now ufurped the 
place of that gay and fanguine fpirit, 
which, while it had mademe fatisfied yiath 
the prefent, taught me to colour the future 
with the glowing hands of youthful confi* 
dence. 

1 ftood gazing on the path-way for 
fome moments, when I faw a figure mov« 
ing along j it w^, I concluded, the ex- 
pelled incflcngcr. On a nearer appro^cl^ 

*9 it 



192 THE SOLITARY Wanderer. 

it fcemcd to be another perfdn. The 
firanger was foon immediately under, the 
place on which I ftood, and near enough 
for me to fee his figure, which fo much 
refembled that of Felicien, that I uttered , , 
an involuhtary exclamation. He looked 
towards me ; and the illufion immediately 
vanifhed. It was not my brother. In a 
moment he was on the eminence ; and in 
. a manner which, though conifufpdi '^was 
interefting, he inquired jf he did not fpeak 
to the fitter of Felicien, to whom he gave 
no other appellation ; and when I anfwered 
m the afErmative, and eagerly enquired 
whether my brother was near, he replied, 
that he was not far^difianr, and added, 
•* Not knowing whether he was permitted 
to throw himfelf at his mother's feet, 
your brother fent me to make that en- 
quiry. I am fortunate in having met 
with you J may you enable me to carry 
fatisfadory intelligence to my friend.'* 

While in breathlefs agitation I took 
with the ftranger the way to the houfe 

of 
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of Mont Glacicl, hc»told fne that Felicienr 
w^i at a viHage in the valley beneith — • 
that he was fo impatient to know his. mo- 
ther's fcfolution, thatit wa^ almoft cruel to 
leave hinneven a monnrehtin ftifpence^ )*'If/*; 
faid he, " you are aflfuredyrMade'mtyifelie, 
that Madame de Mortivalle will receive ^ 
Wm, why not allow me to bring Felicicn 
with me?*'— I can. repeal the words of 

-the young Engliftiman ; but I fhould very 
vainly attempt to defcribe his manner. I 
hardly know, indeed I was hardly coiiftioiis - 
at the time what I anfwered. i My fpirit$- 

,were tumultuoufly affembled round my 
heart. There Avas, in Vhe cnthufiaSic 
friendlTiip which the ftranger appeared to 
feel fof my favourite brother, a charm that, 
would, in my eyes, have made defer miry' 
attractive : but vyhen this raref fenfibiUcy. . 

was found in fuch a youngman asFitzEu*" 
ftace, was it likely that a heart new ta> 
all other affeSions but thofe of filial re-*] 
verence and fraternal love, could efcape ?'* 
My mother, my indulgent mother,, was' 
Vol. V^ K too 



too nfiuclt delighted ar feeing lier fon re* 
ftorcd to her, to be infcnfible of ihe merit 
of the friend who had been the meahs of 
his prcfcrvation 5 for it appeared that Fitz 
Euftacc had faved the life of Fdicicn, on 
an occafion where they were both in the 
moll imminent peri!, and from which 
they could have been extricated only by 
a fuddcn efFort of dcfperate courage. 

This anecdote, which Felicicn was eager 
to tell, added to his perfonal merit, recom- 
mended Fitz Euftace immediately* and fo 
ftrongly to my mother, that her affcdion. 
for him feemcd to equal that flie frit for 
her fon ; but it was not in her power ta 
forget, that the Baron de Mortivallc had 
already rejected for ever the fon to whom 
Ihe was Kerfelf fo fondly attached, and that 
againft a ftranger whofe^ principles were 
equally adverfe to his own, the doors of 
Glaciel would have been clofed, had the 
poffeffor himfclf been within them : yet 
(he could not determine to declare this 
inhofpitable truth to the friend and pre- 

. fcrver 
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5?fvcr of her loA, nor to fend that fon from 
the houfe where he had firft fecn the light, 
and where his infancy and childhood had- 
formed one of her principal deljghts, andj 
fwcetcned the aufperity of his father 's^un- 
amiable and viqlCTt temper, Feli^cien fav?i 
the pain thcfe idfea^ bFOughtwi^ihithjeriiii 
and as he knew top weH whac^^tlvs.cofifcrn 
quences were likely to be to her> he. vpK^: 
plored her to allow .him to (depart; ifpr £ag^> 
.land, before my father \jkra,5j; ajppjizedr^ they i 
had in his abfenc€;.beea'received thcr,c*r 
She could not determine to part wish her 
Ion withpur making, at . lead, one effort W 
faVe him from perpetual exile; and Ihc 
refolved, at whatever hazard to herfeKj/^o 
vjrit^ ,to rny father, ' ' 1 . , . . • q 

Nothing, .perhaps, j^byt mafct;nai f love 
copid^. ha^vc given Mad amy de. li^ortiYalic'^^ 
io much courage: iiiut fier te^d^rn^fa.^Of^j 
Fclrcien conquered her ^^jQiL'jhi^/aX-hej-^v^^ 

I?, was n^,^ hqw^vgr,^^,wifh3(iti M^q^lfSu^ 
tlMtf jj3^ perfi^aded -m^ ;^r<^er^f^!j4„IVf,T 

E^^if^ ftienfl, $o^I^ij^§he^eHv-tl.^<>f£,fe] 
]- K 2 fer^ 
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fcrvafft fi>€ employed to find my father 5 
and Mr. Fitz Euftace, who by this time 
pcrfcdtly underftood the fituation of my 
mother, and ^t how great a hazard ihc 
had cxtjrcifcd towards him her hofpitablc 
kindnefs, declined eofntlnuing af^Glaeielv 
but agreed to take up his abode in the 
neighbourhood, where he would wait the 
iffue of this application ; and if his friend 
was rcftored to the paternal houfe, he 
fhould, he feid, rejoice in his happiocfs, 
however he might regret the neccflity of 
returning alone to England. ^ ' ^- 

But fome days before this arrangement 
was made, I had difcpvered that it was not^ 
only the friendlhipof Mr. Fitz Euftacefor^' 
Felicien that deternoined him to remairiirt 
Switzerlaijd : he had cpnceivsed an affec- 
tion ^or the fifter, while h^ rfenpiarried waitf^ 
ingoh thedeftiny df the brothefi I inetd 
hot furcfyTa^r that to the merit of foch a' 
nian I tvai nbti^Jliould h6t^et%fenfible. 
Mif^n^ficf TaV liim wiih 'e^^*' ilrtWft ^ 
partiai^ai^ Wtnfe r^M' ^ffie did'^hiit (^^^ 

- v' - - nor 



nor fuffer rtie to forget, tfiat J had a fatlielv 
whofc [jrcjudkcs were all againft the pro- 
bability tliat he would ever hear' of my 
being united to my lover^ 

I wHl candidly own that Hly father had 
been always th6 object • rather of awe 
and- reverence^ thai of tendernefs and af-* 
feftion. Haughty and unbending in his 
i>acure,'ai>d the partix^m of defpotic mo- 
narchy, the foci^l and ddmeftk-maunferti 
of the S^i^ife had never been a park'Sfhis 
thar after or h&bits i and his cokl and in- 
frequent vifics had, during the eiwlier i>aft 
of iifiy yoiith, lef£ no other innpreffion on 
my mind than fomething (inichi nearer ai« 
lied to terror than to love. His conduft 
towards Feticien bad fo greatly int:reafed 
this fentiment> that I trembled even to 
think of him. Ah I imagine then wha;t 
1 fiifFered when he fuddenly ^wrived-^ 
when^ driven byonecrf'thofe fuddcn di»fig«8 
that have fo ih^en all calculations oh 
-what was probable, this father, ft) awful 
even in the calmer hdur$ of life, ^jppcared 
' # K J uneXii- 
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tjncxpeftcdiy at Glacic1> and found rherc 
the Ion, the rejcfled and anathematifed 
fon,' whonn be had banifhed for ever from 
his afFedions j a.i>d vvith hinn a man of thai 
pa,rion which, as being oiice the vindicator 
jwd prote^or of liberty in Eurppe, he, 
above all pihers, held in abhorrence. I 
cannot defcribe the fcene 5 for my fenfes 
.^ere bewildcfjed and even dunned. It 
.fndfd in a. /epar^tipn between my parents j 
for my napther, 4ll^ gentle and paffive as 
ih? was acculjomed to be, was no4<^i^gcr 
iiibmiflive when it was required r^f her 

jtither to abandon berxftiidren> or, by go> ' , 

ing with. thcm> renounce her iaiperious 

xnafter, whom flxe thought violated che laws 

of rcafbii ahd'jof nature.. Thus idtivcn by 

tihis fatal mifunderftanding from the pater* 

^al roof, my mother tcok me witli her to 

. La uiainnCi where fhe had fomc relatk)nk 

.amojng the print^pal perfons of the place -4 

ibjJtof th^felmanly were ienacioufly atracbi- 

xd.w the, k0Tse opinions that governed the 

Irpftd«f4t pi iiVy IfathcT ijthty tigcci^ved us 

v^^, >1 . there* 
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fore w th coldncfj, and advifcd only fub*^ 
mifBon and return. WitK this advice my 
poor motber wanted not their pcrfuaGons 
to comply 5 for a foft and generous heart 
like htrs cannot long nourifb rcfentment 
againft a man who was the poflcflbr of it 
in her cariy youth, who was the father 0f 
her children, and who was now unfortunate 
in having loft the greater part of that af- 
fluence which he had facrificed his con- 
nexions and his country to obtain. My 
mother therefore wrote a letter of con- 
trition and entreaty : (he entreated the 
Baron to forgive whatever ftic had done to 
offend him ; reprefented how impofTole it 
was to abandon me, not yet^ fcven- 
teen 5 and protcfted that neither her ^f- 
fedion for Fclicicn, or for me, if he would 
permit us to return With me, (ho^tild ever 
again influence her to offx^nd him by ut- 
tering her thoughts; that I would mofl: 
iblemnly renounce, and for ever, -if he 
infifted upon it, every idea of belonging to . 
Mr, Fitz Euftace, Gnce he was a man whofc 

K 4^ opinions 
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Of)inion9- ifid whofc country he difop^ 
proved J and afk nothing buc dill te be 
jillowed to pay my duty to him. Felicien 
ventured to add a few lines -y they were 
humble without meannefs ;. and he de* 
dared to his father that he never would 
egain offend him^ith his prefence, and 
iolicited only that the curfe (hould be with- 
drawn with which, in a moment of pafiibn» 
be had loaded him > and that he would again 
confider him a$ a dutifql and affedionace 
fpi^. If h^ Baron tore thefe lettcrsL witli^ 
out reading, therti, in the prefence of the 
fr.effcnger who had carried them, andl 
bade hiri) inftantly return to his employer 
w,ich the fragments, and relate what he had 
fecn^ The m«n obeyed, and indeed to 
|bis detail added another equally deftruft- 
iyjB of all our Kopes of reconciliation 5 for 
be faid that a French woman of fome rank> 
wiih whom the Baron had long been oa a 
very friendly footing, had now, with fevc-J 
^^ of her family, beeo received into the 
houfe of Giaci(?l i that (he appeared to l?ct 

its 
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id.;nQi(Jre& J and > that tHeft^Ie:iof llvif% 
wi» altogether unlike that whitrif^my md^ 
tlviriiad adopted. - * ' • ^f- ' ^' 

. Th^t ui>happf ^*o;her tjf^ 
.geAce >with appar^ht ea1rtirfefj>,^ feuff ^t-tc^ 
ditdl ^nxlit^Vert fSerctly^^ tihdefttiiriin^ % 
tonftitiiflhn wiiich^ riivcr W^fe' vtr^ fttbrtgf, 
l^fawi With ihcdnccfiyable angiHihv'a rapid 
change^tf her appeardbce i^ fhe t»6 Iciiget^ 
ffied^fe^,'and'Ui^diy(^^ fpbk^ 'but ti 
e^pr^fi' ic/Hcitudc for 'mv^-- ft tire 'fM 

(he—*' when your father's T^WitSftyntf-tdi 
wards^rfie ffiill fee^bbried in ch^graH&p'WhU ' 

ther I am \Mcn\hg, will he3y cfeiFeHildi 
fecdvc you ? Can he da kya(63ci»^^^m. 
he )now is ? i Gutlclmine, whithePXvtit'yab 
goffwhat will becpme of ^'you f^ 'SPoi tHefrf 
queftions t coaW only anfw€t•-«^th?''*ftp|j|^ 
t€ars\3 my he'art might whffpertharf!flN>ul^ 
fejd a piioitadr irt Pitk feu(te<se>'»«4d if 
my fathe ri «pul fed me; wh irher ^bw^. th* • 
proted^a r'ofiatv hu(badd>dr ndf ^ brmhefi 
cduMii^ have cefaburf^ ^ Suo^)vh«h> faij!& 
V: K*c- mothier 
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^Whetnheld :xh\^ for t of (jycorirfry , darKor 
4K9A Ch^. ptfdbminaiit&nraiion of oay mmd;. 
and the image of death HiSing that voice, 
i>9Vif?^?rW4<H>ty H> exf)rf(non^.of:Wrt!der- 
•^i^cft fo^- 31c 4. of gny, fpo^^er^rpale^ in|eo$b]e^ 
/ind borne awajr {rotTji me to thegravi^ 
wa^.fo) ^y, drej^d(u\ i|iat I fell ixita agonies 
of teacs;. and far from being jible to anfwer 
Jher piropbetic enqiwries, " Whith«3<5iLiiU 
<jlroiM will yo^ gp ?. what w|JI become of 
vpp?'* 1 anijt^ipccjeafed the foffer^s of 
her, wh^j^ l^oukl have di^dvtt>/ha*c.|feved 

ff ortji^uae^pHefs. >. »^ 

•: I^o.j^u. aflf:.what was, <3urii^ tl>^s fear- 
ffll P5r4pd> thficonduaof m^^^ ]Ahl 

I9^4g}nis aU» that genei^al' hum^jQify would 
^iftate V tQ >ehc ' unfortunate jH-inriagiiifi itbe 
feeft^WiJ tiobleft : feelingft, of the btimarii 
^^^Arti:5>wlti»AlQ.a dtgr«;of cRthufiafiii^ byi 
♦li; ardint paiB^riri, ^d then you aa^y at*. 
|j»id fom^i^ <jf ^iitjiat Rtt«^tEi»fta<:« toas 
|p!a>f jwdJtQ nf>y nf)otiier^ FeUpjtn,andsFtt^' 
ipuftactd Qe^eribdth left w;i(»h^ mtmiit% 
and difo^decaj Jo \^hldvctk& fyxci cbiiBids 
':jrn % >] .of 
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of party gave rife, were now to frequtnt 
and alarming, that our fafcty was never 
afTured for one day.' It was believed nc- 
ceffary to move. My mother, more and 
more enfeehJed, knew not whither to fly j 
for, to undertake a journey to England, 
which Fitz Euftace mod earneftly conjured 
her to do, was, in her fituation, impof&blei 
nor, had (he been better able to have unr 
dertaken the journey, could (he refolve to 
put, by fuch a ftep,ian eternal barrier be-- 
tween es and my father, to whom (he moft 
tarncftly defired to be reconciled before Ihe 
died 1 * Fitz Euftace heard her reafons 
with undefcribabJe concern :'it was in.v^io 
he endeavoured to prevail upon, h;Cr to re- 
linquifh them. Feliciem m^ filent i and 
my heart, torn with contending paOion^, 
allowed me only to weep, and.inVploremy 
mother to think of her own health. ** If 
70U da not' fnffer,. my dear mother— if I 
once more fee you reftored to tranquillity— 
I could endure any thing ; no difBculties 
that ^ty conditipmof life VTOuld menace 

K 6 mc 
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tnc wuh% would appal, me**'' /^ Let tis^ 
•fhcn recuf n to GlacicI/' anfwered flic : *^ it 
as my duty at leaft to attempt reftoring 
to. ypq the prot€<5lion of a father -, and 
haying executed my duty, I fhall wait with 
itoort calmnefs the hour that cannot b^r 
iircry diftant." 

Wc were to undertake, then, this un*- 

tiufpicious journey; The fituation of pub- 
lic affarrs. which had fo much kiSoencc 
on tbofe of our family, had now taken » 
turn, which neither Felicien Kk his Engli(h 
friend could approve. They heard only 
of atrocities committed in the- name of 
liberty; and th^ moft dread(ul.eppre(Iions 
exercifcd^ by the advocates of jjuttice and 
liumanity. Baffkd in all their hopes^ aini^ 
<iifappoinied in their calculatic^nsy they der 
tefted tte afllKiates who virere thus guilty^ 
«nd trembled for the caufe they had fo 
^calouOy efpoufcd. At th« vtry monoent 
of our departur<|^,Pitz Eufta^e received^ 
letters- from his father, who diredtedj hirti 
inftantly to return to £nglaDd> ynd«r pain 

of 
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<jf his everhftirfgidifpkaftasrc::^ rA few wdrdt 
from a fifter who loved him, ftrrcd 
as an explanation of fuch a letter. #1 
F^t2S Euftace.Jiad nevpr before rea^lfr^pt 
his father. His fifteri told him thaq ^y 
means of (bmc Eng}i(b faqniVes, lately rgr. 
turned from Switzerland, his fathi^r h^ 
received twa pieces of intelligence, which 
had almoft driven hinri to frenzy. Onq 

was, that Fitz Euftacc was a . warm and 

, • - • • , > 

avowed advQcate of republican fyftems j 
the other, that he was on the point of mar- 
rying a young woman who had been driven 
with ignominy from her father's houfe, 
for having adopted the fame pernicious 
principles. 

I was wixh Fitz Euftace when*he tipched 

and read thefe letters, 1 faw his coUiitW 

• , ' '' 

nance change i he became pale,' and hri 
lips trenribled. Felicien, who was alfo'iii 
the roprp, was (truck witfi the fef&flt Whi<ih^ 
k was cafy to perceivft what hi wAi r<*adfh§: 
produced. But even th'q privilege of tliel^ 
mtimatc fricndlliip did npr, il5e| thought,* 

authorii^ 
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•kithorizf! itn enqtriry* Fi(2 Euftace hav- 
ing finilhed his letter arofe, znd affeding 
to make fame irKlifferent obfcrvaiion as to 
Ihctime of day, aiwJ calculating how long 
li^c ihould be in reaching the place where 
we werfe to remain that evening, he put the 
pkpers carelefsly in his peck et, and faid he 
would fee whether his fervant had pro- 
cured a better horfe than that he had firft 
brought ; for Fiiz Euftace and Felicicn 
ivere to accompany us on Horfeback till 
we arrived at a village within a few miles 
of Glaciel; and the then ftateoTthe coun« 
try was fuch, that an efcort was abfolutely 
neccllary. 

. \y })en ,he \y^,s gone, Felicien (endeavoured 
to conceal I his ujieafincfs from me j but I 
faw that he wjuicd for an opportunity of 
fpeaking to hi^ friend. Fitz Euftace, how- 
cyer^ was gone put of the town, to confider, 
5ykh9ut interrpptionx how he could avoid 
ope or other- of wjiat he thought the great- 
eft eviU that c^Quld befal him — being re- 
nounced by his father^ or bidding me 

adieu 



«Heo .for cSf^rJo ^F^tith rcUtcd 'tx> 4tk 
thr explanatibft ^whiGfv^ he^t laft cxtortfeS 
from! ^his'>f«end^ Ote^J-iify brother, ncveir 
wULthe^maiil/^ hnt^rmh fii^kb #hk:h yoii 
iCndeaifOvcd'rtt^'nBin^eth^d pain'rii'r^ cruel 
^in&eUigence gave mier^i be^tr^ed from ^ 
mcnnioryr! / 1 da/e xidl> nsadam^ trdft My- 
felf CO dwell on foftie t|)en<ids of< my fad 
ftory 5 tbcy havd thrett«hedf^Mdiftdf b my 

•reafod.: ^ •''- - ; -^ I '^lot ! ;;? • * 

i had, hftv^vei%ii^^fee Wdef! lament of 
wbilih I aiftt' Aow^' fpeating, +<fblurion 
enough to dcdde at oricfe bn the ^J^nt rt 
became mtfW take. • 1 deflrcd'Fitz Euftacfe 
Tro cosine t f o rhty • and xold hi m that, iffijet 
twhjit 1^ ted fiiffered^ artd W^^ ftitt]f6fr<^?W^, 
from i'hr^}i^crofaYj>aritit^'Fhei^^^ 
•|)ernrtit Wnri;^ oh my^accouht, ^to hazard the 
•fehre *^al^ity/ ' ^*^-We thtift "parr, my 
•frifcha,'^fsiitJ'I;^^ *'^Let^ us fobmic tb what 
^i IhciriiiMi^^SfcSftl^ll kTf^ mfirgrtunck 
"thatriViliy ^^i^}9 S»^itU^, \^i(rtj Ind 
in ttcat;^^ ffl^nbiflbt fo^erV^^nHit^^f W 



in 



-^^now that tl^e {Mif^i^n o(wj^ naifery liat 
||M)t rcacbcjd yoju.f' Iridfrlnoe bid you foqget 
•nie, dear Fi« vEvftate^} for Jbowa thacto 
ikrvowl wa$.fo«g(>tunjtKM4d beriiet}^ pimi- 
fflkl. to TTfii.qBiUt Di^iBihertjfiMctmly as 
^Qur 'fiftetj ias^ yoirt ^irndy r^^ one triukrJy 
iiHertiled inrjibiairi^^fiinrv^iuid whp,' ^if <ev«r 

:fgnsfe0ipfi,;;^d.(^r^jniuillity (bpuld again 
vvifu hcfyicniiftjifld ife irtjtbe felicijtyj of thofc 

(he loves ! for'*. I could not. prticeccj* 
4St»u9.k Wtfh ;^kf ^glp^iny ,a|i>^#rtd mt)|irn' 
fful nftk^fc ^ofniJia^; to< wibomtJ :fp0k<^v^I 
^ftc^p^d /pr vyaai; pf., pow^i;; to exprf^fe 
jpyfelfi ^ ;itIeMfUr{ned M% tn^.,9^ tt^' 
J^her— «Ms^: thi?/' i^ri^^! hf, rV' your 
^j&i^n^^j^ f'^y^iOQii 3n4::i}5'thi^ djie ofe 
ff9%-^hay?,mfdcjf?|.^4^y;qwfy -X^u 

ioo, GuiJclmipeTT-vou cap|, Jpa !?|l% . ^diSh 
,termine on , o^^r .jfepafatiorx I, ^j^^ -^ft^ 

Madame de jyi9^tiy^j|e>)viirpQt,%hofy^Y!V> 
refafc, ;to fuffpr fijc ffOiJ9?om5j^y;ypH 59 

^lhip^'|ind coldly confign me, as you do,^ 

my 



i 
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V 

mjryopf^er friends, to bliJnk arrd hbpclcfs 
defpair V/. I. / : 

Ala& 1 what could I ar\fw«;r ? I be* 
caofijt totally mcapablc of anfwcrmg, and 
Jhad not "courage to affert w^bat I bad 
with difiicukyJ ottered at alt hitl^ Eu- 
ftace withdrew; Felicien followed him in 
filchcc : the monnent of our departure wa$ 
.arrived i and nny mother, already alarmed 
^y my abfence, fent for me. Everything 

that had the appearance pf' n>yft*r;^ ttot^ 
gi^veber the moft cruel apprehenfions ^ ^d f 
i^w her fo little able to bear ^ny addatooal 
diftr^fs^ that I could not^cquire <»>uriig«r 
f pough to tell lier ^hat Mdlpafied^ :T)biera 
Wf^s other wi{je Mc^fon enough fbrimy de)4 
jeAion i but in my tcndorncfilt^.vmy af-/ 
fefti^n to ipy mother, thtrc wai, ^ itraft^ 
no change ; for I loved her with my whole 
heart: I woulc} hasre kid down rhf 1Sk^<y 
have faved hers from any part oPthkt^J 
guifh of which (he hadalitady fiiffered^too 

-\*' • ' ' Our- 
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, Our journey paffed, for ihc moft part, ri» 
filcncc : if Fcllcien and his friend ap- 
peared at the fide of the carriage, my 
mother's looks, htr manner of anfvvermg 
their tranfitnt enquiries, iht^wcd me mih 
bow much pain fhe thought of the mo* 
ment when fl>e was to part, yet (he did. not 
knovv for how long a time, with her fon, 
and with 4iim whom (he vyifhed might bcr 
authorized to call himlclf my pr^ceftor^ 
^\\^n fl)f could pFotc(5V'me no longer.. A9 
%x drew nearer the fpot where this parting: 
l¥as to take plaGe> her depredion increafed 5 

and 'the anticipated pain of that m^Knenr^ 
added to her dr^ of the meeting with an^ 
biift>and a]ways ftcrn and kv^rt, ttnd wh<» 
was now„flie belkvedi exafpe rated and im- 
placable, had facb an effcft on ber feeble and 
triiatiated frame, that I expefled to fee her 
di^::)^l|l^fjpire this dreadedi feparatioa could 

. Wf, arrived, however,, at the place,. 

a mountain viUage, fcvcn miles beyond 

Vcvay,. 



Vevay. My unhkppy mother SVas^ f6 ^- 
haufterfthdtFelicfert anci FitzEtiftacewcre 
txrremcly alarmed* as they affifted her to 
get out of'^ithe carHage.' They Idoked ^ 
m^ with eyc^ in which I read 'aH'their ap- 

prehenfions, while I had: no torhfort to 
give them. Fellcien now^ implored and 
conjurect hef 'to remain there, and fuffer 
him t^'go'td (jlacid, defirecate the anger 
t>f his'fat1ie^,iand prepare hrirh to receive 
lis. 'Bat aft heih'd'Vis friend could ob- 
tain,' after long foHcitatiori, was her con- 
lent to V^rWiih, for that nighr, it the littfe 
iubeiige we w^rc iBj; Ihliopes^f recruiting 
fer ftretigth', 'aha ^beihg^bftter^hble to^cftl 
edufrte^thfe iitm ^f the> next day!. ' < ' > 
* Whenr I had ttttettded' *ier 4it an carif 
hour td the beft ^iace* ^ft^poife luch a A 
hoi afforded, 1 returned with an achfe^ 

friJenf*^ rf'c^icf^tl tafcmg rtij' hlindf;4«d tfli 
to ^ f<l« atPthe^windOiw, betweeri-hrW ftA4 
-Fbi ifr^^ttftace; 1 candobrepeslt ^l tHocjjDafr ' 
iiJd^; bM^tte ;fcwte; atldJ tvtry worti^ ri%i* 
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waa ^t^red, made aa impreflion pnmf 
mmd aever,to-bc t^ac^xi- .The land lea pr 
we. looked upon wai^wjk^ ^od rociianciC|. 

and only ftbe torren^ r^hat .fJu£h,fron;TL ih^ 
mouptajins fcen^cj, as they ftalhed in the 
jbeaips of the quiet i|fiooD, to be i^eftlefs ». 
all befides vyas caini. and fepo^ng ; and 
even the mi|rmuri>f the; diftgnt waterfalls 
kcncied to, Ipcak .pc^cc^-to> fjje^^frpublejj 
fpirit. . A^Sfi conirnon, f^rrov^^t^^y fc^ 

appeafed ^ jthe fenfe.pf . the •|?P^pu^'^*^y ;*'^^^^ 
iDay be fy/pcndcd )^y fpch ^bje^s j buf 
for me they ^ould dg nQthi!;ig cno^ than, bf 
their f^othtpg. iiijj^j^pcf;^ ^ftore the p^we^ 
to weep^ whjcj[^,]lateiy I |coul4*no;^w^j^ 
do ; my beari^ often fcclijOg^as ^nif.^v^ 
burft, while I-^a^^i;)aJ^i« to^leljev^ iinyfelf 
by .fliedding^. if ^s ; artd <y*nt <h a laAc4 
but a mome'nU' My tl>feafh>'bdjHvf feetfc^ 
bcicaipe diqi*il>|^(^pfeflfedfwJ^fi 4HeQ»t«8f 4 
«bf feepcr Jr yw :^>*cfiwyeySrff, ^ild i*i»r 
pef/o!j|8 who were .f)eair:mev,ifQirfbatlwbicb 
awaited mcatrGkcieU I renaonibereiji/ifp^ 
ftance^ ot t;h«v*ioten;^fi^pQil)aadjhiar(^ 
.,v • man- 



/ 

mahhers df my fatbir thrac made me fliud^ 
dcrj and I thanght that, w^fe it rtOt^fo> 
my motheri rjliould be glad to die at this 
tnoment, fince here I muft bid a long adiea 
to happiaefs and to peace, irtid to alM beft 
loved, after her, in the world. But to ef^ 
cape the mifef y I dreaded, I was not to 
abandon my rnother, who had made fb 
hiany facrifiices to me ; and it was even 
tteceffary for me to affume fome degree 
<Jf fortitude, left, overcome by the fight 
^f nhy angisifh, hers fhould entirely faiK 
""Hrhas opprcflfcd, I had no power to 
fpeak ; white my br6ther and Fitz Eu- 
flace, each holding one of my hands, ap- 
peared to be abforbed in rcfleftions as pain- 
fol as mine*' 1 found that my lover^s'tears 
fell on my hands as he held tfeem between 
his. Alas ! they rather* UW on nhy heart ! 
Felicien at length fpokfe : he conjuredme 
if 1 loved-him ^ I had often profcfled rio do, 
to give hi^ fricrtH a folcmn and wevoc^bic 
prohrtife to bt <^nly>his, before w«c parted i 
he reprefented th;it with fucb ais afibrai^^ 

~ Fitz 



914 Tfi? SOWTARY WAtWERflt. 

Riz Euftacc would more cl^arfylly de- 
part .(qt Engla^id. He himfelf then moft 
carncftly copjurcd me to hear him: he 
proteflcd to me that he was perfuaded his 

|>r^fcncc only was neceflary to remove fro^n 
t^ie miod of his father the prejudice he 
l\ad imbibed, and to reftore him to the 
place he had always held -in his affcdlions. 
V But nothing, Guilclminc/' faid he, 
** ihall induce me to go, if you do not give 
me an aflufancc of your affedion. With 
you the humblcft fortune woiild content 
ijne; without you I fliould, in the mpli cic- 
aked, be wretched. If therefore you would 
lave me, rcfkxQ: me not."— Ahi madam^ 
you may imagine how thjs converfation 
cndeij : I bound myfcif by all th? affu- 
ratices Fitz Euftacc and my brother ir- 
quifed of me. Having thus^ as I fondly 
thought, iecured, as far as depended ,pn 
me, the peace of two pcrfons.fo. truly b^~ 
loved, I -went with more courage to iec if 
my mother; Qept. ' She was happily in ^a 
mofe^.quieitilUmber than I hiad long feea 
': her 



THE SOLITARY ^AUSItJEJifiX. 215^ 

her enjoy ; and in defpite of the parting I 
fe much dreaded oil the morrow, my h^rt' 
was lightened^ and, on a matrafs by her 
fide, forgetfulnefs quieted for a while its 
tumult and its anguifh, . 

With the firft dawn of the morning, the 
confcioufnefs of all that was yetito come 
rujfhed upon my t'ecolledion. My mother 
was already awakened f and «p]th more rc- 
folution, as well as greatei* pcrfonal ftrength 

than I expefted, (he prepared for an imme^ 
diat^ departure. 

My brother and Fifz Euftace had, I 
believe, paffcd the. night in converfation. 
They met us with what I knew to be 
forced chearfulnefs ; and every One of the ' 
party endeavoured to. conceal the anguifti 
of their own mind?, that they might not 
add to that which was fufFered by the 
reft. 

The moment of feparation came/ None 
of us haa courage to fay adieu. Fitz Eu- / 
ftace ren)ained wiith his eyes fixed on the 
carriage we were in, and holding my 

mother's 
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hsindi jNhWtFtWcien repeated to the imen 
wfaOi.wcrf) to ccmdud): the chaife, the moil 
minute orders that he thought might con* 
uibute to our fafetyi for r violent ftofm 
that had happened a few days iiefore had' 
torn up tire roads by the impetuofity of the 
waters which ruih down from the moun* 
tains in thofe Alpine regions, carrying 
with them great fragments of rock, which 
in fonrie places obftru<^ the road, while in 
others deep excavations were fuddenly 
formed by the force of the torrent* 

Thefe accidents had now fo injured the 
way leading to Glaciel, that, though wc 
fuffefed little from apprehenfioo» for in- 
deed we ,wf5re unconfcious of perfonal dan- 
gjsr, yet: it occafioned tfo many d<lays that 
ftightappfoachcd before we reached the foot 
of Monit Glacid. There our difficulties 
were increafcd. It was evident that fonne 
unufual circumftance had happened ; for 
trees that had lately bf^en felled lay acrols 
the roadi and in fame places it was 
broken up, apparently by the riieans of 

military 
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military engines. This myftcrioas cir- 
cumftance^ which portended (bme fearful 
event, added to the dread that my nriother 
had before felt^ of meeting the Baron, 
woUld, I feared, quite have conquered her 
remainjng refolutions byt (he appear- 
ed to acquire at that monnent extraor- 
dinary ftrength fropi defperation— from 
a trembling and agonizing defire to know 
the worft. 

Perhaps the neceffity of exertion affiled 
this temporary fortitude. We were obliged 
to walk the fmatl remainder of our 
jaurney ; for the part we had to traverfe 
was, in any other manner, impafla- 
ble. I fupported this beloved parent, 
my own heart fo opprefled with apprehen^ 
fions that I could with difficulty fuftain my- 
felf. Oiie of the men who had driven the 
chaife attended Us, which he hkd at firft 
fcrupled to do, till reminded that the re- 
ward my brother had promifed was to be 
doubled to him who fhould give hiqi the 
moft fatisfaflory proofs of our fafe arrival. 

Vol. V. L Heavens ! 
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Hcivchs ! what*an hour did we pafsj at 
flowly wc afcendcd a path always difficulr^ 
but now rendered more tedious by the ftate 
ic was ioi and by our weaknefs and our 

fears. 

Ah i nnadam, judge of our fenfations 
wheO) as night darkened around us> we 
found ourfelvcs near the well-known en- 
trance of Glaciel, and found none oF thofe 
appearances which fornnerly attended the 
refidence of the Baron, who, when he was 
there, had ufually kepc up the forais of 
feudal date and parade* But now there 
'were no lights about the hall, or thofe 
apartments ufually inhabited 5 nor the 
noifesofa numerous retinue, which ufcd 
. to be heard. This might, however, be 
accounted for by the different fituation 
my father was at prefent in, contrafted with 
that he had before enjoyed when he was 
colonel of a regiment, and the favourite of 
a court. 

We advanced with faint and faulterieg 
flcps to the door, which gave entrance, 

with 
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mih a porter's room on cither hand, un- 
4er an arched gateyiray, to the principal 
court. It was clofed, which it never ^ufcd 
to be. Niy mother bade the noan who 
^as with us knock for admittance. He 
obeyed ; but no one appeared,— Again, 
and touder this demand for admittance 
was repeated. The fullen echoes mur- 
mured round the walls; and a filence of 
fome. moments followed. " Gracious 
' God!" whifpered my mother, "what can 
this mean ?-— has the Baron had notice of 
our kitencion of coming ; and does he ufe 
this method to tell us he will rejeft us for 
•ever ? Guilelmine I my poor girl ! were 

it not for th^e" The reft of the fen- 

tence, which it w^s, indeed, cafy to under- 
Aand, died away on her lips ^ for a ncufe 
was now heard within^ and the great gate 
opened. 

Inftead of any of the perforis we ex- 
peifled to fee, a foldier half aQeep, and in 
the national uniform of France, appeared 
at it with a light j and, ppevilh at being 

L 2 difturb- 
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difturbed, enquired abroptly, and with 
an oath^ who we werCj and what we 
warned? 

I was unable to fpeak ; and the man> our 
attendant^ knew as little as he who aiked 
the queftion* My mother, with mor^ 
ftrength of voice and courage than it 
Teemed poQible for her to exert at fuch a 
moment, replied, that the wife and daugh- 
ter of the Baron de Mortivalle defired to 
be admitted to him. 

The foldier brought the light nearer, and 
looked at us with a countenance in which 
it was cafy to read furprifc. ** The wife 
and daughter!" repeated he; and then ' 
added, " Mortivalle^ ladies, is not here j 
but enter if you pleafe j I will go and in- 
form Monfieur le Commandant, and be 
with you again inftantly//— So faying, he 
put down the candle,^ and difappeared. 

<* The Baron noi here !^* faid my motheri 
whonow,unable to fuftain herlelf any longer, 
fat down on the (lone bench under the 
gateway* <rWhai( then is become of, 

him ? 
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him? In whofe hands is this place? la 
whofe power is my child ? '* Terror 
would not fuffcr me to reply. My 
mother grafped my hand j and, while 1 
endeavoured to fupport her, we waited in 
breachlefs^ expcdlation the return of ahe 
foldicr. 

He ca^e nor. ** O God of nrrercy V* 
faid my mother, whofe alarm increafcd by 
this fearful fufpencc— " If fome of thofc 
lav^lefs men who in times like thefe are a(- 
fociated for the purpofes of plunder — if 
they fliould be in pbffeflion of this houfe, 
what will become, o^ us, or rather of thee, 
my Gurlelmine ? for as to myfelf, if my 
feelings do not greatly deceive me, I Ihall 
not long fuffer in my own perFon 1 — This 
apprchenfion appeared the more probable 
the longer it was entertained. A Ihort 
paufeenfued: (Vill the man returned not. 
^^ Weak as I am/* exclaimed my mother, 
rifing, '* I believe, Guilelmine, I have 
flill ftrength to rctufn to thfe voitiire wc 
left. The men who were with it will wait 
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for therr comrade; let us attempt to gcr 
back." We arofe then indantly, and 
ftepping to the entrance of the gateway, 
N^htre our attendant had, ds we imagined, 
remained, I fpoke, afking if he would 
accompany us back, fince we met not thofc 
we came to find. To my hurried queftiorr 
no anfwer was returned. We advanced 
without the building i but the man wa^ 
not there— we called to him; ftill no rc- 
ply-i-hewas gone, and our dread andua- 
certainty redoubled ! . . 

But there was not much time for us ta 
communicate our mutual terror. We 
heard the fteps and voices of perfons croH* 
ling the court ; more lights prefently ap- 
peared i and we faw five or fix men in the 
drefs that marked them for republican 
foldiers. MiflTing us at the place where 
their informer "had left us, they haftened 
forward i and he who feemed to be_ an 
officer, approaching my mother, addreflTed 
her with civility and even refpeft. He 
faid that a part of the regiment to which' 

he 



GUILELMINE DE MORTjyALLir* ^2J 

he belonged had been fontie days in pof* 
feflion of the caftle, as quarters ; that Mon-- 
fieur de MortivalJe was not there j but that 
to the ladies of his family it was open ; 
and he beTought my mother to allow him 
to conduft us in i and that we would ac- 
cept of the beft accommodations foldiers 
could give us. 

Manners fo different from thofc (he had 
cxpeded, furprifed my mother, without 
appeafing her fears. There was nothing 
to be done but to comply with this invi- 
tation. With greater difficulty than ever, 
I fupported her feeble fteps j yet, myfte- 
rious and alarming as our fituation was, 
I know not whether her dread in entering 
her own houfe, under fuch circumftances, 
was as great, as if the ftern, unforgiving, and* 
cftranged hufband, whofc anger fhe had 
vainly deprecated, had there awaited 
her. 

How (hall I find ftrength to relate what 
now paffed. My mother, exhauftcd by 

L 4 fatigue 
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fatigue and ficknefe, had need of all that 
patient fortitude which fhe had learned in 
the fchool of ftifFering, to enable her to 
hear what was related. My father had re* 
turned to Glaciel, whither he had con- 
duced Madame de Barteuil and her 
friend, Madame D'Orimarre, whom you 
now fee with me, and Tome other perfons, 
Swifs as well as French : and there he 
would probably have remained unmo* 
leftedj if he had not engaged in the un« 
fortunate projeft of colleCing arms and 
ammunition^ and annoying the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood, who cither were, or 
he fuppofed were, of the oppofite party. 
The young man who gave ws this accouiic 
had delicacy enough to fpare us the parti- 
culars J but after a time, fome of the peo- 
ple of the neighbouring country who 
thought they had reafon to complain of 
the Baron, called to their afliftance the 
French garrifon of Zulberg, My father, 
unable to refill the force that was likely to 
be brought againft him, was perfuad^d by 

his ' 
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his dependants about him to fly. Madanrie 
de Barteuil a'cconnpanied him ; but either 
by chance or choice, Madame D'Orimarre 
had remained' in the houfc formerly in- 
habited by the curate^ where fhe had phi« 
lofophy enough to await with tranquillity 
the arrival of the republicans ; and^ whether 
they applauded her courage, or found her 
lefs averfe to their principles^ I know not ; 
but it is certain that (he did not appear 
to feel ^erfelfgrcatly diftrcfTed by her fitua- 
tion. I knew her not, however, at that 
time 5 nor was . I very confcious to any 
thing that pafTcd, except the increafing f^f- 
ferings of my mother, who was, with me, 
reinftated in our own apartments, ^nd 
treated with as miich r^fpcfl: as if the Baroa 
was ftill mafler of the houfe. But my 
mother's heart was already broken 5 and 
whatever unkind treatment (he had eij^pe- 
rienced from the Baron, (he could not 
bear to think that he was now a dcfftitute 
and houfelefs exile; nor did his having 
Madame de Barteuil the companion of his 
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Right, at all leflen the concern with which 
flie thought of him. He was ftill her hiif- 
fcand, the fath.er of her children ; and he 
i/^as unfortunate* AH his faults were initN 
gated in her imagination^ while it exag- 
gerated her own. / was not the perfoo 
who could, with propriety, reprefcnt how 
greatly (he injured herfelfj and I was 
aimed an helplefs, though agonifed, fpc6ta- 
tor of the ravage every hour made on her 
feeble frame. Four days after our arrival 
at Glaciel, I faw fo great a change in her 
appearance that my terror almoft deprived 
itic of my fenfes. Such medical afliftance 
as it was pofTibie in that fituation to ob«^ 
tain, the French commandant procured for 
her } but the difeafes of the mind are not 
within the reach of the medical art. I can 
hardly tell you, dear madam, what 1 did 
or faid at that dreadful period, when I faW 
within the grafp of death the deared of 
mothers, tbe beft of women, the only friend 
I had on esrth, but thofe who were now 
afar of/and who had no power at this mo^ 

ment 
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H>ent to affift me in enduring the dreadful' 
anguiih that overwhelmed me. My mo- 
ther no longer was heard to expref$ thole 
acute feelings of anxiety either for the fate 
of her bufband or of her fon, which had; 
appeared to wear her out by their violence. 
She wasnowvfunk in a fort of torpid refigV 
nation, which was difturbed only by her 
fears for mej and fhe repeated inceffantly, 
in a weak and tremulous voice^ *^Guiicl-. 
mine, when I am dead I (hall be at reft;, 
but what, my child, will be your fate ?'*— 
At the end of fome days (he became coh- 
fiderably worfcj but urging herfelf 16 
exertion for a moment, and fending for the 
Commander of the party who garrifoned 
thecaftle,. (he befought him, as a man of 
humanity and honour, to promife, that as 
foon as (he was no more, h? would caufe 
me to be conduced put of the hpufe, and 
placed in fafety at Laufanne with a perfort 
Ihe named, who had formerly been in the 
fcrvice of the family. The. young man 
gencrouQy proiiiifed all (he defired, and 
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was €ixtrcmely affcftcd when, at the end 
of this difcourfc, he faw my mother fell 
into a fainting fit ; while I, believing her 
ileadj was in fuch a (late of diftraftion^ that 
he thought it abfolutely ncccffary for fomc 
woman to come to my afliftance, who might 
know better than thofe about me what to 
do. He ran therefore himfelf to xhc cu- 
rate's houfe for-Madame D*Orimarre, with 
whon^ he was acquainted. She came; and 
with good-nature and tendcrnefs, which in 
fuch a moment make a great imprcffion on 
the heart, (he re -aflured me — My mother 
i«<as not dead J (he recovered, and bad even 
more ftrength, I thought, the following 
day than fhe had had before this alarming 
crifis. Madame D'Orimarre never left 
my mother's bed -fidej her manners were 
(o foothing, and there appeared fo much 
goodfenfe and kindnefe in her attention, 
that, though it was underftood that (he 
had been ^the companion and friend of 
Madame de Barteuil, my mother forgot 
that connexion, or accounted for it fo a& 

ta 
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to take all blame frorn ic^ and fcemed to 
cheri(h, with fttisfaftion, the hope that I 
had found a friend, in whofe proteftion 
I nriight be fafc till V could rejoin my 
brother^ 

You may imagine, dear madam, what 
were my fenfations of gratitude towards 
Madame D'Orimarre, when I found her 
care and her prefence fo ufeful to my 
mother, that for two or three days I flat* 
tered myfelf with hopes of her recovery. 
Ah ! vain iliufion *, nothing could fave her : 
continual faintings now ^ave us too Ture 
intimation of her approaching end. She 
was, in the fhort intervals between thefe 
dreadful fits, perfeftly fenfible, and cvea 
colleded, but exprefled herfelf with diffi* 
culty. Madam D'Qrimarre attended her 
with the moft patient pity, and with calm* 
nefs which made her ufeful ; while I w^s 
fb diftraded by grief, that all I could do 
was to reprefs my cries and Qirieks. In 
one of thefe (hort and dreadful psmksy 
while, I was hanging in fpeechlcfs horror 

4 over 
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over my poor mother, endeavouring to* 
cacch the low inarticulate words fhe feebly 
attempted to utter, I heard a confufed noife 
at the door of the room. Madame D'Oi- 
marre arofe to fee what occaQoned it; 
when I beheld Fitz Euftace himfelf enter, 
pale and wild, a.;d regardlefs of two 
or three perfons who furrounded him, l|e 
feemed to force himfelf forward. Oh! da 
not expert I can relate diflindly what 
pafled : he was inftantaneowfly at the bed* 
fide of my dying mother j {he knew him ; 
and the expiring flame of life feemed reno* 
vated for a momfent, while prefTmg his^ 
hand, (he faid, " My beloved fricndj you 
are come ; and I die in left mifcry : take > 
my Guilelmine to your prcteftion ; fhe is 
worthy of you •, and could I have feen her 
your wife, I fhould have been'* 
The remaining words (he was unable to 
utter-, but taking my hand, (he gave it to* 
Fitz Euftace : then turning her^ dying eyes- 
from us towardsi Madame D'Orimarre, (he 
feemed to recommend us both to hciv 

friend* 
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friendfhip s and in a few moments (her 
died. 

I was for a while uncohfcious of what 
paffed i I did not hear even^ the voice of 
Fitz Euftace j however he attempted to 

foothe and confole me. I had not recover- 
ed from jthis (late of anguifti, and fcarce 
had the laft offices been rendered to the* 
remains of my adored mother, (which 
Madame D'Or-imarre and Fitz Euftace 
faw performed in the court of the chapel, 

according to the drrcdions fhe had herfclf 
given,) when intelligence was received at' 
Mont Glaciel-of the approach of a large 
body of German and Italian troops, at the 
head of which the Baron de Mortivalle 
hinrrfelf'was faid to be.. 

What was now to be done ! If the ter- 
ror of feeing my offended father was great 
when my mother*s tendernefs and love was 
prefcnt to confole me, what was new the 
terror and agony of my mind 1 1 dreaded 
that if he and Fitz Euftace met, blood 
might be ftied* The idea was ca^lculated 

to 
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to drive me to phrenzy ; but there was 
very little time to hefitate, Thofe who, 
have never feen a retreat of foldiers from a 
fupcriority of numbers, can have little 
Gomprehenfion of the confufion of this 
moment. The French Commandant, un- 
der the neceflity of obeyi(vg the orders he 
had received, to evacuate the poft now pof« 
feflfed by his party, quitted it with re- 
luctance; and Fitz Euftace was ftrongly 
difpofed to encourage him to maintain it, 
reprefenting the improbability there was 
that the number of the expedted aflfaUants 
(hould be as great as had been reprefented 
and that even if thdy were, ItaHan foldiera 
were enemies too contemptible to occafion 
the. removal. I do not know what might 
have been the event; bu^t an exprefs ar- 
rived, even while this debate was going onj 
from 'ihe colonel of the detachment of 
which the garrifon of Glaciel was a part, 
with the moft pofitive orders to the com* 
manding officer to join him with his men 
^nd the artillery he had with htm> in order 

to 
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to defend a quarter greatly more important. 
There was then no poffibility of difobeying, 
and the tumult and confufion which had 
been a while fufpended from the hefitation 
o/the French captain, was renewed. 

Whither was 1 to ^, and what with 
propriety could I do ? I was petrified by 
this terrible uncertainty. Madame D'Ori- 
iparre poffeffed a degree of courage and 

' felf-command that aftonilhed me. It is 
true that fo far from having fufFered any 
infult finceour refidence at Glaciel, we had 
been treated with the greateft rcfpeft. But 
ftill there was fomething terrific in our 
fituation; and, amid the prefent horrors^ 
the agony of grief inflidled by the death of 
my mother, and the apprehenfion of my 
father, fear of numberlefs oth^r calamities 
often deprived me of the power of thinking' 
ftcadily of any. I was often in fuch a ftate 
that I knew not what was faid or propofed i 
and acquiefced in the plans of Madame 
D'Orimarre without comprehending them^. 

It 
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It was in this condition of niind 1 was rc- 
niovcd from GlacicI to the village of Jou- 
vc;t,annong the Alps: there, by fonie mcai3S 
of which I knew nothing, Fitz Euftace 
had HDade an acquaintance with a farmery 
into whofe houfe we were received. This 
aifembfage of cottages, buried among rocks^ 
and pine forefts, had not yet fuffered from 
the troops of either party 5 and in the 
tranquillity that now prevailed around me, 
I was able to liften to the foothing voice 
of affcdtion and qf reafon. Fitz Euftace re« 
prefented to nrje, that to bis care my mother 
a¥id my brother had configned me ; that 
Fclicien had con fen ted to confult his own 
fafcty on no other terms than on thofe of his 
friend's feeking an rmmediatc occafion to 
become my legal protedor. I urged. the 
hazard he would be in of difobliging his 
father, and Infing his inheritance. He de- 
eJared to mc ihat there would not be any'dan* 
ger of this if he could return within a (hort 
tUnc to England* '* The people/* fa id 
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he, " whofc officious information fo- irri- 
tated my father, have now loft fight of 
me. I Ihall no fooner fee my father, than 
he will be appcafed s though, believe me, f 
Ihall not attempt tp deceive him by falfe- 
hood. If, however, I do not return, the 
event will be certain : but this I moft 
folemnly declare, that I never will go back 
to England unlefs I firft call my fc If The 
hufband of Guilelmine.*' 

I could not find any arguments which 
Fitz Euftace allowed to have fufficienr 
weight to counterbalance thefe : my 
heart affented j and the laft commands of 
my mother appeared to make my duty 
ftgree with my inclination. I became the 
wife of Fitz Euftace J and in looking to 
my future life dedicated to his happinefs,, 
1 ceafed to feel fa acutely the misfortunes 
with which the preceding part of it haj 
been embittered. Alas f I forgot ^Ifo 
for how little, a time I (Kould be allowed 
the protection and tendernefs-of my huf- 
band. The neceffity of his reeurning to 

England 
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England became urgent: he was, how- 
ever unwilling, connpclled to acknowledge 
that there was the greateft danger of his 
being difinherited if his marriage (hould 
be only fufpcftcd by his father ; and his 
aflFcftion and his pride, though equally 
intercfted, were at variance. He could 
not bear to leave mej but to take me to 
England, only to Ihare the humble cir- 
cumftances to which the derelidion of his 
ftther would reduce him, was terrible to 
his imagination. Yet however thefc ap- 
prehenfions were felt, his rcluftancc to 
leave me was fo much more painful, that 
he had determined to hazard the journey, 
when his mod intimate friend (a young 
man of the name of Laurence,) arrived 
from England. He camc^ as he infornned 
Fitz Euftace, folely to fave him from the 
fatal efFcfts of his father's anger \ who, 

whether from havi-^ghad fome inteliigence 
of the truth, or from his own appreheh- 
(ions, had. exprefled fo much difpleafure 
at tlie long (lay of his fon in Italy, and his 

' fup- 
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foppofed attachment to foreign manners 
and connedionsj that nothtng feemed to 
remain for Fitz Euftace but an immediate 
return to England, unlefs he could deter- 
inine to relinquifh for ever the fortune he 
was born to inherit, and condemn himlelf 
and the woman he loved, to indigence for 
the reft of their lives. 

It was now that I appeared to fubmit 
with refolution to what I had always appre* 
hended and feh to be the moft cruel mis« 
-fortune — a reparation f^om my hufband* 
I even befought him to conceal from Mr* 
Laurence that I was his wife ; and was 
content to fufl^r every thing rather than 
be the caufeof his being fo injured. ' The 
intreaties and exhortations of hrs friend, 
who, though not older than Fitz Euftace, 
was quite a man of the world; and the 
afluranccs given him by Madame D'Ori- 
marre that (he would remain with me, 
added to the (erious remonftrances of this 
friend, at length prevailed. I concealed, 
at kaft I moOi (hicerely endeavoured to do 

fo. 
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fo, thfC anguilh of my heart 5 and Fitz 
Euftace departed with his friend." Bc- 
fere he went, however, he took the pre- 
caution of leaving me a credit on a banker 
at Rooie/ greater than it was poflible I 
fliould want, living as I intended to live^ 
till h^ could return to me, which he pro- 
mifed, moft folemnly pronfiifed, to do in 
lefs than four months; aflTuring me, as he 
had done before^ that nothing more was 
neceflary than for h-im to (hew himfelf to 
His father, to obviate and reniovc all the 
anger he had entertained againft him. 

When my huftand was gone, every 
thing like (bciety became fo indifFerenti 
iiot to fay fatiguing to me, that the only 
fatisfaftion I fought, confiftcd in being al- 
lowed to remain alone 5 and Madanr>c 
D'Orimarrc, to whom I gave up the 
management of jevery thing that related 
to our little .domeftic arrangements', was 
well content when (he found her fird flight 
oppofition ineffedual, to let me do as I 
plcafed, while (he found amuicment enough 

among 
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among her countrymenwho were at Rdme^ 
and our apartments were continually filled 
wuh them and parties of Italians, who, as I 
have fincehad reafon to believe, are of thofe 
that profefs to favour the caufe o£ 
France- ~ 

You win, I think, madam> do me the 
juftice to believe, that care about pecuniary 
nratters was not likely to form any part of 
my charader ; yet I faw with fome pain 
that Madame D'Orimarre adopted a ftylc 
of- living which I felt to be very inconfift- 
cnt with our fituation. It drove me more 
than ever into folitudej but my folitary 
hours were cheered by the dear hope of 
hearing from Fitz Euftace j and I count- 
ed the hours which were yet to pafs before 
letters could arrive from England. Ah I 
madam, ♦ when that time came, my im- 
patience became infupportable. Days 
paffed, but I ftill hoped : I ftill accounted 
for this cruel difappointment, by imagining 
the accidents that, in the then ftate of the 
Continent, might delay, or eyen occafioa 

the 
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the lofs of the letters fo ankioufly expefted. 
Madame D'Orimarre, when I could obtain 
her attention for a monient to the fut^ed 
which occupied all my t hough ts^ feemed 
tafeek for reafons to a^peafe my anxiety, 
which) however, at other times^ (he ridi- 
culed. Sometime^ flie made faint attempts 
CO engage me in the fociety that continually 
furrounded her; at others fhe feemed 
quite as well, pleafed chat I ihould purfue 
my lonely walks, and leave her unreftrain- 
ed by my melancholy looks, to follow 
amufements nriore to her tafte than liftcn- 
ing to my conje6tures, or quieting my 
terrors. 

While, however, I had every day hopes 
of receiving intelligence of my hufband 
and of Fclicien, \ bore the many dif- 
agrceable circumftances of my lituation 
with calmnefs j but thefe hopes have gra- 
dually become fainter, and every hour, 
for thefe laft fix weeks, has rendered my 
{ufFerings lefs fupportable. Madame 
D'Orimarre has lately hinted, and indeed 
more (hah hinted to me, tjiat the fupply 
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left by Fitz Euftace for our cxpences is 
exhaufted, and that I am now entirely de- 
pendant on her refources, and (bould con- 
tribute to entertain, and atieafblook cheer- 
ful on the friends to whom (he is indebted 
for our mutual fupport. Heavens ! can 
1 then be chearful ? Can I conceal the an- 
guifh, the intolerable anguifli that preys 
on my heart, when I think that Fitz Eu« 
Ilace has forgotten me, or facriBced md to 
his inflexible father— when I refleft on the 
probable fate of my brother ? for be would 
not — Felicicn would not have left me 
thus dcfcrted and wretched* Oh no ! he 
is dead ! My hufband has abandoned me. 
—Fitz Euftace loves me no longer; and 
it is in death alone"———— 

Agony of mind here interrupted the 
narrative of riie unhappy Guilelmine. I 
had no comforts to offer at that moment ; 
for any of the ufual attempts at confolation 
appeared to me to be infulting. When, 
however, the unfortunate girl was a little 
recovered from the bufft of paflion wbich • 

VoL.V. , M the 




14^ "^HC SOLITARY WAf4D£R£R. 

the crUel circumftances (he had been re« 
lating had naturally eKcieed, I enquired 
more papcicularly as to the probability 
there might be, that accident only had 
deprived her of letters from her huiband ; 
and it was with additional concern I found 
that there had been repeatedly arrivals 
from England, imd chat letters had been 
received from many perfons there by their 
corre^ndents at Rome, at kaft ten times 
fince Guilelmine might re^fonably have ex- 
pei^ed CO receive thofe that Fitz Euftace 
had fo folemnfy promifed, even if it was 
abfolutely impoffible for him to return 
himf^lf. Nor was. that all| a rumour 
had been circulated at Rome among the 
EngUih redding there* and thofe who had 
Correlpondents in England, that Fitz Eu- 
ilace had married to a woman of high 
rank $ and Madame D'Orimarre, ioftead 
of enquiring into the truth of this report, 
and foftening as much as flie could the 
pain it muft give her poor friend> had re-r 
kted it with circumftances of exag-. 
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gtratiofv; and Guikltnine, who could oot 
' yet bdicve it pofliblc for Fi.tz £uftftce to 
be (o utTgenerous and inhuman, eodcH"- 
voured, I could fee, xo pcrfuade hcrfidf 
that thc^rc was nualice or dcfign on the pait 
of Madame D'Orimarre, and that it vf%$ 

even poflitle the Ic'teeps of her hufband 
might be kept from her/ which* ilKiee(^ 
I did not think very improbable. Tofm 
this interefting aiid itl-f^^d young ^reii<;> 
ture now ching, as one whom fhe Teemed ito 
think was fent from Heaven to fuocow^. 
and fave her. My conneftion with l^g*^ 
land, and perhaps the attraAion wbi<^ll 
draws t>ne unfortunate being tow^u^ 
another, made me appear to her as fom^ 
thing more than an helplefs and unhappy 
woman. It is difficult for eveno^. coJUd 
heart to repel the kihdncfs of >ttathnr>ei^ 
from an affcftionate one. Mine, amidft 
the miferies of* my lot, had not beconif 
cold and callous: I had only my cliikfa'Cf 
and Gertrude to love in the worlds an4 
tliere was room enough ftill ioithejjpier 
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prcflcd heart for fricndftiip founded on 
companion and cftccoi; for the more I 
knew of my young Swiffcfs, the more 
reafon I had to admire the fimplicity of 
her charaflery and the innocence and in- 
• tegrity of her mind. 

It was not fb, however, with Madame 
f)'Orimarre ; I could not wholly avoid 
her acquaintance; but a nearer view of 
her was far from removing from my mind 
the fufpicions I had oa a firft view of her 
enteftained. She contrived (for £he|)of. 
feflfed the cooleft confidence imaginable,} 
to introduce herfelf to Mr. Wardenell and 
Mr. Rcnfield; who, after an abfence of 
fome weeks at Florence, had now return- 
ed to Rome. With the former of thefe 
(he foon became a great favouiite; and 
though he could fpcak no French, and 
Madame D'Orimarre had very little know- 
ledge of ^ the Englilh, they continued to 
hold dialogues, whkh were as deficient in 
wit as they were in decency. I had never 
cohq^ed, though I had long ceafed to 

cjcprcfe, 
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cxprcfs, the difguft whtch thisifortof con* 
verfation excited. Mr. WardenelJ, whert^ 
he was gay, had no idea of expreffing ir 
otherwife than by grofs and revolting ex- 
prefllonsi but I liftcncd not to,' I^ cared 
not for, his converfacion 3 and, engaged 
cither with my children or Guilelmine, 
1 was not forry wheo the aoiufenient 
Mr. Wardenell found in the conripany of 
^ Madanne t)*Orimarre relieved me from 
jthe wretched uflc of dreffing my counte- 
nance in fnhiles and cheerfulnefs, while 
anxiety for my children, and incrcafing 
dread of my hufband's mifcondu6t, were 
tearing my heart with fo many painful fcn- 
fdtions, that it was often impoCGble for me 
to conceal either the one or the other. 

To difguifc "the thing I was by feem- 
ing otherwife,*' was, I knew, my duty ; 
and I very fincerely tried to praftice it; 
but neither education nor nature had fitted 
me for an hypocrite* Mr. Renfield read ' 
my thoughts, and more than once told me 
he didj in a manner that appeared fo friendly 
^ M 3 and 
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land rationaU that it would, I thoughti 
have. been ungenerous to doubt his fin- 
ccrity. I therefore ventured to place ia 
him a greater degree of confidence than 
I had hitherto (hewn; and I intreated 
hioij as the only proof I aiked of the truth 
of his profe0ions, to promote, with all the 
power he had over Mr. Wardcnell, our im- 
mediate return toEngland, He agreed witb 
me that nothiiig could be fo ruinous as our 
remaining where we were j but while he 
jifTured me he woold e^ert an the influence 
be had to induce Mr. Wardcncll to com- 
ply with my wifhes, and the diftatcs of 
common fenfe, he added, in a peculiar tone 
which I cculd not mifunderflahd, **But 
indeed, my dear madam, you innputc 

greater power over our friend's mJnd ihaa ' 
I poflefs: if you find that there really 
are fome who erypy that advantage in a 
much greater degree, 1 think you witr do 
wifely to av.ail, yourfelf even of that, 
rather than remain in Italy any Ion- 

Thbugk 
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lliough I hardly needed an explana- 
tion, I might, perhaps, have afked it, if 
Mr. Renfield had not imoiediately with- 
drawn J and I found during the fo1lo¥ring 
days that he avoided n^e. If 1 were to 
enter intd a minute detail of all that now ^ 
paffedy it would, perhaps, tire you, tny 
dear Sophy : yet you, I know, would not 
Wame me, as fomc others have done who 
call themfclves my (fiends, for not fufFer* 
ing my own unhappinefs fo entirely to 
abforb a4l other confiderations as to mak^ 
me wholly infenfible of the unhappinefs 
endured by others, I found, indeed^ no 
fatisfaftion fo great, none fo foothing tp 
my heart as attempting to alleviate the 
increafing forrows of poor Gutlelmine. 
That unfortunate young woman, who 
looked up to me as her only friend, ven- 
tured, with ^11 the dotibt and hefitation 
which fome knowledge of my circuptis. 
ftanccs^ and her own timidity occaffonecf^ 
to eonfult me on the poffibility of her 
going to England, where only fhe now 

M 4 believed 
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believed (he had any chance of recalling 
her hufband to the faith and afFeftion he 
Owed her, « I would fee him once again/' 
faid (he, ** if it be only to die before him. 
J would not purfuc him with reproachi^s j 
' I would not give him a moment's paia; 
if I can but once« only once fee him, I 
Hill rtfign my life without a murmur, and 
die bltfling him. Oh 1 madam, if, under 
-fuch friendly proteftion as yours, I could 
Tc^ch England !— but you have too many 
troubles already— I ought not to afk you, 
good and confiderate as you are, to add, 
by your kindncfs to me, to burthens that 
arc already fo heavy. Yet fufFer me to 
fay, that did not other confiderations pre- 
vent you from granting me your generous 

countenance, I would not be anyexpence. 
It is true that Madame D'Orimarrc in- 
forms me there is very little left* of the 

.money depofited by Fitz Euftace on his 
departure ; but I have a confiderahle num- 
ber of valuable trinkets, and fome jewels, 
which ^ were my mothers and my own : 

thcfe 
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thefe I (hall have as httle right as mdina^ 
tion to wear agaid; they wilt fupply me 
with a fum more than fufficient, I truff, 
to prevent my being too great a tax on 
your humanity, if you {hould allow me to 
accompany you to England'^ 

I had not yet learned how to refufe a 
rcqueft from thofe I felt difpofed to lovc> 
merely becaufe it might be attended with 
fome inconvenience to myfelf. That 
Guilclmine ftiould accompany'us to Eng- 
land feon becanne a favourite projeft j but 
of our beginning our journey I heard 
nothing from Mr. Wardenell, who wa^ 
more than ever engaged in company of 
which I nnade no part: Mr, Renfield 
afFeftcd, 1 thougHr, to abfent himfclf. I 
therefore, by letter, repeated to this myfte* 
rious man the many reafons that induced 
me to defire that I and my children might 
be provide^d with the means, and perniitted 
to return to England, adding, that it was 
my intention, if Mr. Wardenell permitted 
k^ to take Mrs. Fitz Euftace with me. 

M 5/ Renfield 
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Rcnficld anfwcfcd this letter with zffunncd 
,that he would exert his utmoft poWCT w 
gratify my wifhcsj yet he protefted he 
could not rely on that power, and added 
certain obfcure hints that Mr. Wardenell 
was under other influence, and through 
that influence alone he thought «ny inn- 
preflioncould be made upon him. Per- 
fonally indifferent as I was to Mr. War- 
denell, nothing was fo foreign to rqy 
mind as jealoufy : but I could not deter- 
mine to folicit Madame D'Orimarre's 
interference in fuch a points All, how- , 
ever, was fettled before I had time to take 
any farther meafures 5 and I was fuddenly 

informed, by Mr, Wardenell, that, in con- 
fequenceof a i7^w arrangement^ a word he 

ft 

was in cpnflant |iabits ofuHng, h€ had 
determined to fet out the following week 

for England, and that Madame D'Qri- 
marre had been prevailed upon to accom- 
pany my young friend, at leafl: a con- 
fiderable part of the way, as it was un- 
dcf flood that it was fny wi/h that Mrs. 

Fit» 



Fit2^ Euftace (hould go with w to £Bg«> 

land. 

This irvfornwtioo, and^^the manner ift 
which ic was given, lefc IJttlc doubf as to 
the influence obtamed by Madame D*Ori* 
marre over the mind of Mr* Wardcnellf 
but it had long been tome a matierof-indif*^ 
ference in what way the money was lavifli^ 
ed, which no remonftrance of mine could 
fave. I carneftly defircd to return to Eng* 
land, where I thought my children would,, 
if I died, be received under the protedioa 
of my family ; and I was frequently fo de* 
preffed that I fancied it to be imppllible 
I could long live. Befides' this motive^ 
which urged me to promote our journey, 
I had another in the hope of being ufcful 
m my unfortunate yOung friend, who bad 
gained an intereft in my afFeftion which 
was only exceeded by the tendernefs I felt 
for my children* 

I began to make. fuch preparations as 
depended on me for our enfuing journey ^ 
but the fatisfaftian with which I fet about 

M 6 ^ -them 
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them was damped when I underflood 
that it was Mr. Wardcncirs defign to 

travel through Germany mfteafd of cm- 
barking, as I was defirous of doing, at 
Leghorn for England, a means of con* 
veyance not only better fuited to our cir- 
c^imftances, but more fecure, as Germany 
was then the feat of war. This I repre- 
fented to Mr. Wardenell, intreating him 
to give up a plan by which, while no 
poITible advantage could be gained^ be 
would fubjed his children to a thoufand 
hazards. To perfonal danger he was him- 
felf by no means indifferent f but fome 
other motive operated, for the mo- 
ment, more powerfully than even felf- 
prefervation ^ and notwithftandiiig my 

moft preffing remonftrances, the road 
through Germany was determined up* 
on. 

I ftiould have applied to Mr. ReniieM 
to have added his intreaties to mine, but 
he had left us fome days before for Naples. 

I now upderilood from Mr. Wardenetl 

that 
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that be was to overtake us on oisr 
way. ^ 

Madame D*Orimarre, to ^whom I had 
no doubt this fcheme was to be imputed, 
was at very little pains to conceal the 
power ftc had acquired over Mr. War- 
denell; though Ibe condefcended to (hew 
nte father more attention than had hitherto 
been ufiial for her; but her Sutteriog and 
parafytical manners neither ^eiTcned m)r 
own fatigue^ or the contempt I felt for 
her, which, however, I endeavoured to 
conceal as well as T could i though in dif- 
(imuiaiion I was generally unfuccefsful. 

The beginning of our journey was naark* 
ed with no circumftaijce worth noting; 
for Mr. Wardencirs attention to Madame 
D'Orimarre I had long fince ceafed *tQ 
conlider as any thing extraordinary ; and 
my trouble and fatigue was foftened and 
mitigated by the gentle and grateful Guil- 
elmine, who (hared withme thecare.ofthe 
children^ and the harraflrpg difficulties 
we fometimes had to contend with at 

the 
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the mm. Mr. Wardenell never gave 
4 himfelf the flighte(l trouble aboqc fuch 
matters \ but oo entering a town^ or Hop*- 
ping at a pofthoufej he and Madame 
D'Oritna^re firft took care to be provided 
with plentiful refreflimenr, and then the 
lady having xrhofen her chambers^ and the 
gentlemen hii^ ihey ufually went forth, if 
the weather was good, to fee fights 5 or if 
tfcey could not do that, they^mufcd them* 
fclves at piquet, or fome other game^ for 
ifhich Madame D'Orirfjarre carried the 
materials in herivork-bagf and continued 
fb to folace themfclves till the hour of de- 
parture arrived, carelefs of every thing but . 
their own accommodation; 

All this J couW have borne, and silt 
this I did bear, with a degree of calmnefs 
which perhaps I owed rather to the con- 
tempt I felt for thofe who afted thus 
towards me, than from higher confidera*^ 
tion^, I determined^ however, that ^ 
foon as I reached England, I would en- 
dearour to obtain an amicabie feparatiorr 

frond 
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from Mr. .Wardcn^ll^ releafing him from 
the expeture attending the fupport of a 
wife and children^ of which he frequently 
complained, endeavour, by my own in- 
duftry, to fupport them and myfclf. I 
medicated on this fcheme till all the obf 
jeftions that might have been raifcd to it 
appeared light, in comparifon with the 
tranquillity I hoped to obtain, and the 
power I thought I fhould acquire of in- 
ftfufting my children. As foon^ as Mr. 
Renfield joined us, I refolved to confulc 
him on my projeft j and now wilhcd very 
earncftly to fee him : but we received let- 
ters on our ^way^ to inform us that he could 
not jejoin us fo footi as. he had hoped to 
do» but thought it certain he Ihould be 
with us by the time we could reach In- 
fpruck^ 

Shalt i enter into a regular detail of our 
journey ^ Oh 1 no : I cannot undertake 
it. If ever you have been acquainted, as 
you probably muft have been. with per*- 
fons who have trareUed through the this 

countryj 
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country, with all the accommodations 
and advantages that money could pro* 
cure, you will recoiled how iTiuch of 
inconvenience, and even hazard they were 
compelled to encounter on their .roure» 
Imagine then what I mud haveendpred^ 
who, befides the anxiety I felt about my 
children, faw myfelf reduced to the con- 
dition, I liiay fay, of fervitude, without 
any of its amelioration, for I had no pro- 
teftlon-— nothing to make me amends for 
the fatigue and folicitiide that was thrown 
upon me. 

At Infpruck Mr, Renficlddid not meet 
us. Mr. Wardencll was, or pretended to 
be, impatient to get forward, and refufed 
to wait four and twenty hours> wTiich, I 
imagined, as there was no letter fronn him^ 
might have been allowed for accidents and 
delays on the road. Far, however^ from 
iappearing defirous, as formerly, of the 
company and aQiftanoe of his friend^ Mr. 
Wardenell evidently wifhed to efcape from 
the remarksj and perhaps cemonftrances^ 

of 



CUILELMINE DE MORTIVALLE. 257 

of one whofe conctwredce he could not 
cxpeft to liave. I felt, however, more 
and more how much his prefencc would 
have relieved mej and I could not al- 
waysi'hclp cxprcfling my wifhes that he 
would rejoin us, with: the fame openncfs 
and iincerity as I fhould have fpoken of 
a brother, if I had been happy enough to 
have had one, or of any mofl: intimate* 
friend. I was fo unconfcious that any 
evil interpretation could be given to this, 
that I did not even remark the odd faces 
and fymptoms of fufpicion and miftruft 
which Mr. Wariienell occaQonally exhibit- 
ed. But thcfe were fo common with him 
that they had long fince ceafcd to have 
efFed on me. Guilclmine was now my 
gfeateft >refource and confolation j and (he 
appeared earncffly;defirous of conquering 
her own feelings, that herdepreffion might 
nor add to mine, and difable her frdm* 
elcccuting thofe offices of gratitude ami 
friendlhip which I fo greatly needed. 

We 
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We were now advancing mto the feat 
of war> and fynQpcoms appeared of thofe 
dangers which I hadjrainly reprefented co 
Mr. Wardeoell as greatly to be fearjed> be<* 
fore we began this ill-Jfaicd journey. Na 
man was more aiive to perfonal danger 
than he was^ though, when it was not 
near, be was a little too apt to boail of hja 
great prowefs and magnanimity. Now^ 
however, it appear^ uncfer Corftis which 
he was very lictk difpofed to meet* His 
£air companion^ under whofe influence 
he was, fcemied to have BPUich more irefa* 
lution, and laughed at the appreheofions 
which were now vifible. enough ^ but 
her raillery had now no effcft. iTbc 
lady Teemed to take advantage of this 
pufiUanimity to increafe her powers 
and by the unguarded conduA of botti 
it ieemed as if it wai^ no longer worth 
Iheir while to confult the opinion of any 
One, Or to keep up appearances* I 
fhould have fubmittcd without mur-^ 

muring'. 



muring, to a behaviour od the part of my 
hu/band whkh left mc at liberty to attend 
wholly to my c|iildren and my friend, and 
weep unqiieilioned and unreproached^ 
bqt that I had rcafon to believe the only 
niotivc for the pretended attachment of 
Madamf 0'Orimarrc to Mr. Wardenell 
ifziy the expeflajeion of obtaining money 
frdm hm\; I had every ground to 
imagine- fiie hid hitherto found her flrata^ 
gem^ fuccffslMh . and had entertained an 
idea that . (he fliould find her advantage 
in comtiinqing the acquaintaoce in £ng^ 
kndi 

This mercenary and diCboneft hope wai^ 
founded, I well knew, on the fun) of 
money which Mr* Wardenell bad poflefled 
on fetting piH^ and v4iich I was but too 

well perfuaded v^ as the laft he could *raife^ 
What a profpeA .was before nftc v^hea 
we (hodld reach England; a«d hiov» 
greatly did, dread of the future iocreaie thci 
fufFcrings of the prcfent 1 

We 
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We were now in the moft wild and 
dcfolate part of a country of which 
many of the inhabitants are known to 
become the ficrccft ind moft. lawlcfs of 
the bands of plunderers that infeft Germany 
when war gives a pretence to fuch aflbf 
ciations. Five or fix arnned men> of very 
fufpicious appearance^ had often pajSed \ 
vi i and 6nce a party of them> who called 
themfelves Huffars, in the fervicc of 
Auftria^ had flopped at the lame inns^ 
and exprefTed foriie curiofity about m. 
We loft fight of thcmi however, and tra- 
velled two ftages with no other increafe 
of difficulties than what arofe from the 
fcarcity of horfes, and the badnefs of the 
roads. This latter inconvenience was 
greatly increafcd by the very heavy rains 
which fell during feveral days. Slowly 
and heavily we proceeded tn an old tra- 
velling coachj or rather waggon, which I 
bad with feme difficulty prevailed to have 
purchafcd. When I fay we, I do not 
mean to defcribe the whole party \^ 

GuileU 
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GuUclminej my children, and a fervant 
were with nne in thb vehicle. Mr. War- 
dcncU and Madame D'Orimarre pro- - 
cceded in a lighter conveyances which fl^t 
faid Ihe had bought, attended by her 
Frefhch valet de chambre, Sabion; and 
he generally procured horfes, if they were 
to be had, at the different pofts> while the 
fecond carriage was often obliged to wait . 
the return of th<^ poor tired animals^ 
or till others could^be procured- It there- 
fore not unfrcquently^ happened that we 
did not meet for two days. The lady and 
gentleman in the carriage wer<: confidered 
as Madame and-Monfieuri ^and the tra- 
vellers in the coach as their fuite of fer- 
vants and children. Madame D'Orr* . 
marre had, during the beginning of our 
journey, left to me the care of paying and 
fettling every thing;' but after a while (he 
took upon her the diredion 6f th^ con^ 
veyancc in which ^ (he herfelf travelled; 
and I was glad to be relieved from any 
part of the fetigue. 

.1 Wc 
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We had now been fome days on our 
way^ The. chaife had the advantage 
of us^ above eighteen hours ; and I 
had llttk expejftadon we ihould (bon 
overtake it* The only horfes wc could 
obtain were fo exhaufted, aiid we were 
detained fo long i^at ^t appeared alnooft 
impofllble we could reach before v{\^u 
fall the next poft-hou(e, which was fix 
German leagues. It w)as the end of 06lo- 
ber ; an almoft incef&dt rain had deluged 
the roads % and the night was more boif- 
terous and (tormy than any we had yet 
travelled in. My younger children were . 
fatigued J md at leogdi flept, notwitb- 
fianding the roughnefs of the roads : but 
Edward, who faw that I was more than 
ijfually alarqc^ed and uneafy^ endeavour* 
cd to appcafe ngy terrors. Dear|bpy! 
how did the mother's heart exult in; the 
early pronaife of fortitude and aianly ten* 
dernefs I while the merit of my child made 
me kKdc forward with tenfold aqxipcy^ 
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an^ tremble nnorc anxicMiifljr for thcfu* 

ture. 

On our arrival at th^^oft-houfe, the 
prefent difcomforts of oUr fitiiatidn ^occu- 
pied all my thoughts. le was fiHuated 
in the midft of a vaft, uncultivated 
plain. We had paffed, while it was yet 
light, two crofles raifed on it; in me- 
mory of perfons robbed ^nd ititu-defed 
on the road; and the b6ufe itfclf, krgei 
olcJ, and ruinous, fccmed to be well adapted 
to the councils of the affaflTins under 
whofe cruel hands they halJ fallen, Latt 
as it was when we got thither, the af* 
peft of the place, and the people about ic, 
were vifible enough, anii indicated it to ht 
the abode of ruffians. ^ Some ftrange and 
hideous figures came to the door with 
lights; and the firft to whom I addreffed 
myfelf anfwered my enquiries by afluring 
me there was? no lodgmg to be had : and 
fuch was the difcouraging appearance t>f 
the place, that, fatigued as we were, I 
Ihould have jA-eferrc^ going on to enter- 
ing 
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ing it. This^ however, was impolli- 
ble, as no horfes were to be had ; and 
while I yet fpoke to the man who 
had approached the carriage, another, who 
had the appearance of a difbanded fol- 
dier, and whofe countenance was parti- 
cularly fierce and favage, came up alfo to 
the window, faid fomething to him in a 
low voice, which had an immediate cffeft ; 
for changing h^is tone, he opened the 
door of the carriage, and told us we Ihould 
have room found for ui^, though the houfe 
was already quite fulU I afked. for the 
gentleman who ha^ preceded us, not im- 
agining Mr. Wardcnell, however indif- 
iferent, would have left us at fucb a time. 
The man afFeded not to underftand me. 
On further qucft ion, however, 1 learnt from 
fome fqu^lid-looking women who came 
forward, that the travellers I deifcribed 
had only flopped for refrefliment the day 
before, and had then proceeded with frcfh 
horfes ; they had nqt even made any men« 
tion of thofc who were t;o. follow them, 

or 
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or ma4c^ any preparation for our accon* 
modation, or befpokc horfes that we might 
proceed. 

While thefe women were anfwering my 
qucftions, Guiklminc had been (hewn, 
with my children aid fervants, into a 
wretched place, not fo go )d as the hovel 
thar adjoins a cottage in England, and of 
which the leaft ofFcnfive circumftance waSj 
the immediate neighbourhood of pig8an4 
other animals. Guilclmine told me, with 
©vidirnt marks of difmay, that (he had been 
offered no other place to remain in but a 
fort of kitchen, where fevcral ill looking 
men were fmoaking and drinking. 
It is true that 

■ '* When th$ mirid*s free the body's delicate :" 

fo true, that at this moment I thought not 
either of fatigue or of the difcomforts thac 
awaited me. I felt nothing that merely 
afFe(5led myfelf j I was confcious of my 
exiftence only as neceffary to my children j 
and I would willingly have remained m 
VouV. N thi$ 
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this wretched have! the whole night, couid 
J): by any contrivance^ have found ^ fpot in ic 
wiicre they could have flept j but the raiq 
di^ove through the wooden roof> the floor 
was of mud^ and there was no poiSibility of 
.making a fire. I dreaded therefore to ex- 
pofc my children to difeafe ; and leaving 
them for a moment to the care cf Guilcl- 
mine, I went out, to find, if poflTible, fomc 
.other and lefs unconnfortable place^ where 
they at Icaft might reft, 

I found one of the women I had bc*» 
fore fpoken to ; and rcprefenting the 
fituation of my children, and the extreme 
anxiety I felt for them, 1 bcfought her to 
obtain for me fome room for the night 
where mattraffes or ftraw- beds might be 
lain on the floor, if better accommodations 
could not be had. While I fpoke 1 did 
not fail to fliew her that 1 had the means 
^f rewarding her for any fervice (he fhouM 
do me : but I obferved that there was a 
peculiar expreffion in the countenaoce of 
the woman while ihe liftcned to me. Af- 
ter 
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tcr fomc arguments, of which ihepromifc 
of money was the moft cffcdual, (he faid 
th^t there were fpme rooms in an old adjoin- 
ing houfe, now rented by her mafter, and 
vkd as a fort of ftore for hay and corn ; that 
nobociy was much accuftomed to fleep 

there; but that I might, if I chofe it, occu- 
py them for the' night : there was in one 
of them a ftovc where a fire might be 
made. 

I accepted this ofFer with avidity, gave 
the woman, who appeared to be only a 
fervant, ^ prefent, which, from her man- 
ner of receiving it, was, 1 faw, above her 
expedations ; and, returning to the hovel, 
I informed Guiielmine and. my children 
of the advantageous change I hoped I had 
made, and befought them to haften and 
take poffefljon of a more tolerable place 
for the night. 

T,he fervant of the poft- houfe prefendy 
rejoined us, with a lamp and foine wood 
for the ftove. My own fervant collefted 
iht remains of the repaft I had ordered ; 

^ 2 while 
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whilef I carried one of my younger chil- 
dren, and Guilelnfiinc the other -, and with 
Edward preceding us we followed out 
conduftrtfs. The dim lamp hardly 
fufficed to fhcw us through a large half 
ruined room, where feveral men lay 
Heeping on the broken pavement. 'We 
pa^ed from thence, amicHl wind and rain, 
acfofs a 'kind of ftablc-^yard, and entered 
anothfr room, v\heie I f-iw, fitting round 
a'ftove, and playing at cards, fix or eight 
n>en, who gave me at once the idea of a 
gang of aflalTms, fuch as they are^repre- 
ientcd in Spanifli orCerman fiories : they 
vcre old tattered uniforms that fcemed to 
"have belonged toVarious fervicts,and fomc 
Tiad vaift miuftachios, half hiding their faces. 
Two or iliree of thefe men turned towards 
us at our cntra ce, with looks from whi<:h 
'Guilelmine and 1, at the fame monrrent, 
recoiled in terror. We paffc^d on^ bow- 
tvtr, becauTc we 1c new not how to gO 
back ; i1ie men evidently remarked our 
fears J and faying fornething to each other 

ft 

in 
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ia a language I did notunder^dd, 'b^url| 
into a loud and rvtde kugh ^ and one of 
^henti rifmg, wasy I thought,, apprpachingf 
tor infuh nnjr fervant, who was fihc Jaft oC 
our unproicdcd groupr I bade the tern*, 
fied girl go forward, and,- affaming m 
air of confequ^nce, flopped and dc^rrd 
the man, who had placed hioifelf ajniofl 
before mc, to allow me to goon. With ^ 
look not eafily conveyed by defcription^ 
the infolent favage feemed to give up hir 
purpofe.— •! paffcd him ^s quickly, as t 
could, with nny flceping child in my arms,^ 
and followed Guiklmine, who was flowly; 
^fcending an old broken ft air- cafe, where 
the boards fee oiecl ready to give way un* 
dcr our (ttu The woman with the lamp 
was already, at the top, and held it over 
that I nrtight fee my way among fottjc- 
lumber which was piled on the landings 
place. The light fell on an empty; 
leather travelling trunk, the lid of which 
had been wrefted off, and it flood on one 
end. Letters painted on the other end 

N 3 attra(5ted- 
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ittraAed my eyes ; I read with aftontlh* 
incnt and horror thcfe words — " G. W. 
Fit2 Euftacc, Bferkcly Square/' It was 

fhenimc andrcfidencc, as Guilelnrrtne had 
fofd* mc, of her huiband. Alarmed as I 
ahcidy was by the appearance of the 
houfe and theperfons I hadjuft fcen, I was 
ftruck with the appti^hcnfion that Fitz EuC- 
<ace, returning to Italy in purfuance of his 
^Vorhife, had loft his life, probably by the 
hands of the very pcrfons who were now 
i^aiting to dcftrdy us. The idea, which 
darted at once into nny mind, appearedt 
only more probable as J thought of it| 
and fuch was the cfFed of this terrible 
fufpicbn', that I with (fifllcolty bo^c mf 
fnfantin my arms to the top of the ftairsj 
and ftaggercd into the forlorn apartment 
where Guilclminc was with my other two 
children. I faw fear and doubt on the ex- 
prclTive conncenance of my -friends but 
i believed Ihc had not obfervcd what had 
alarmed me, and which I knew muft have 
driven her to defpair. My fortitude, 
/ ' however. 
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howcVcrj which had hitherto refiftcd all 
Ithc difikuJties I had Ueen e^xpofec;! to, now 
for a naooaenf .f^ffook mc j while Guild- 
jfpf nc >^nd jij^f^ lovely Edward, who -faw 
that, jj was .v«y likely to ifaint, exerted 
themfelves to confple mc ; and my fricnti 
tried to forget that ftie fuffered anything 
herfclf, while fl>c lanr.emed that (lie had 
unfortunately bt^p the ine^ns of my hav- 
ing Ijnowq Madfp? D'Qrimarre. * ** Had 
]& not ^^ for t^at woman," Yaid (he, 
yf>|]: would not have been thus deferred. I 
Ihall never forgive myfelf \ and only good- . 
ae& like yours cp^d, l^ok up^qn me without- 
itfcnt^c^f jM^(^ C|t^cn a^QiTcnce^ I en- 
^j^vpurcd^^fg ^Wi:f hcf^ tl^at ji6^ bljime at; . 
rached to,]ie^ip n^y^ojiinion, and that tht 
fourc;^^ of iny ca^a|iiities lay deeper than 
any connexion with M:a^am D'Orimarre^ 
but ilic fears that now aflailed me were fo 
pvcrwl^el,Qning,.tha5t^I <?ould not articulate; 
and only thc^n?ceffity of attending to 
the belplefs little beings that depended 
i^ppn me, could. have roufed me from the 

N 4. ^torpor 
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torpor of defpair and horror. As I con^ 
trived the mifcrablc temporary beds ^C^ 
^^^hich my wearied infants were to repofe, I 
feemed to be placing them on their tombil 
It was, however, fonr.e relief to alkvbtc 
their fatigue', and fee them, aflrep. Ed- 
ward abfolutely rcfufed to attempt to reft 
Dnlefs I would do fo too. I could rot Qeep, 
nor account to him and GuileJm'inc ^or 
my unwiUiiignefs io attempt' if. *Gii51* 
el mine looked round her ^itn^ dread t 
the room we were in, as well as the 
perfons we had paffcd, iinpreffed her 
Kith the apprehenfiohs that our lives were 
in extreme hazard i and^riiobgft' the ob- 
jcft which had fo greatly iticreafed rhy 
alarm had cfcaped^her,' %^ enrcrtaii^d 
fufpicion of another defcription, equally 
ttriible> I afterwards found that, feeing 
n';e and my children xibdndoned in fuch a 
I lace by Mr. Warclenell, Guillfriine te- 
licved Madam D'Orinharre had carried 
her dcligns to che laft txccfs of arrocny, 
and bad prevailed on the irifatuaced tvgn 

' ' whom 
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jwhom. ftie now eatirely governed, to 
condgn us to inevirable death by the 
poignards of robbers and murderers,, 
that on her arrival in England flie mighl 
eftablifli herfelf as his wife. In j)ropor- 
tion as Guilelmine becanne attached' t6 
me, (he fdc abhorrence towards tbofe \ 
whom ffie confidered as the caufeof my 
;inxiety and diftrefs j and irritated by th'b' 
rtfledion, that to my kihdhefs to her had 
been owing this unfortunate conneAiofi* 
whh Madime D*Orimarre^ her naturally 
generous and irtgenuous' mind* wai cat**, 
rtedto conjeftures againft MK' WardeneJi * 
and his companion, that were Ss^torment** 
ing to her as what I had Itttr was to mcv 
Never, perhaps, did any unhappy beings > 
pifs more wretched hours than thofe w« ' 
were now to endure. I fummoncd all my 
refolution^^i and recommending^ myfel^ 
and the innocent group around me^ to the " 
proteftion of Providence, 1 fat dawn oi>» 
the ftrawy near my two fleeping cbildreni 
obferving: a profound (Uencr, except when 

N 5 . lrcn«:v*4- 
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I renewed my intrcaties toGuilelcnine and 
my poor fcrvant, Beatrice, to iharc the 
humble couch of my little ones, and en- 
deavour to take fonfic repofe j for though 
I ejtpe(5led nothing but the entrance of 
the murderers, who, I was perfuaded, were 
waiting for their prey, I thought I could 
urge my mind to endurance of whatever 
was to befal me better if I was allowed 
time to refled, than while I faw fear and 
defpondence marked on the countenances, 
and liftened to the anxious queftions^ of 
jgreatures, who were all entitled either to 
my love or my pity. Guilelmine^ though 
overcome with fatigue, refuled to flcep 
mhilt I watched i but fhe fat down near 
me, and obferved a profound filence. 
9e^trice, who did not feel the fame folici- 
tude as we did. Toon funk to that heavy 
and unconfcious ft ate which I have ^fb 
often envied when I have feen fervants and 
people of the humbler clafles of fociety 
enjoy it^; while. Edward, who had thrown 
hhnklf down at my ftct, and refted his 

head 



head on nrtyJap^ waa^ in defpitc of his 
refolution, fooh in quiet flumber. 

I was as ignorant of the apprehenfion$ 
entertained by Guilelrnine as to the ruachi- 
natiQn$QCMadamc D'Orimarre, as {ht was 
of thofe I had been feizcd with ; l?ut I 
HQW f4;W5>h€rhftci^ing to every noife, and' 
ftar^ng inui^controulable terror every time 
the wind.nf>QV<d the old broken (butters of 
the difnnaQtled wi^i^dpws^and looking in wil^ 
affright ispwards tjie dpor, when the fame - 
^ja^fe ma^efit fhakevOn its rudy hinges« ' 

Some time paffed, however, without my 

^finding any farther caufe of alarm. My 

watch told the~tn?l^ncholy hours j and I 

:<lK>uglit, with ibn>eUtttereljef tpnciy fpirits, 

jfcat it CQuld 99^ jbe very Ipng Jbcfore day,* 

jlight would appear^ The ftprm which had 

ragisd with violence during the greater part 

of fhp laft four and twenty hours^ had 

nQwc fubfided i . rfnd hardly' a murmur 

.w*sji{5«r^, .,J^,laid my Oecping boy, as 

,^nUy,_^- I,,9C^|i^,..Qfl the ftraw with 

-the i«hc;r,;;tvjiOj pf»jd , ftcppeil lightly ^o 

. N 6 the 
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the window, where, putting by the broken 
board that had fcrvcd for a fliutter, I look* 
cd our, in hopes of feeing the firfl: faint 
dawn of -morning: but all was impene- 
trable darknefs ; and I co«ld hardly dff- 
tinguifh the outFrne of fome buildings op- 
pofiDp^ refcmblin^ barns, or ffieds for cat* 
tie. While I yet watched fikritly at the 
window, Guilelmine darted op-^*^ Ah !*' 

cried fhe, *^ they drc cofninjg ! — they arc 

coming-*- 1 heaf them I"— Fearful of afk- 

ing her who- were coming,^ I IM^ened in 

Clince, and certiinly I : dfd think I 

beard footftep's moving ai if cautiouHy 

along the paffage and ^p the old ftair- 

cafe, vih\^h^^tf^cked -lirfdd^ the weiglift 

of the a^eodiJ^rttS.''*^'«1res, they aVte m- 

'deed •tx)aiin^,^*-fa^ T^to myfifff^ *^W 

"who, or "what, and ' whereT6rc do'^ey 

^omc ? Can our liv^k, thelrves of thcfe 

innofc'ent creatures^ be tMir obje^ P^'ind 

we h^vre l4tile,4ei^y lietli'efre t&^dfc.^— 

The fe'nfe of rhe'dfef6Wte'Condi!it)n bf my 

children^ arid the cnSfl dcfertid^'W their 

father. 
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ftchcr, added to! the fear of feting tbem 
pcriih before my.cycs,, nov^^ftrucfe me fo 
forcibly that I coaW not fpeakj bat hpld- 
ing the cold trefi)blrng \ ba/xi of Girilel* 
mine, I waijched and* Itftf mrd in braachlefs 
apprehensions.' The jight footftippj^wcre 
ftiji hf|ircj> ajrtd^ 4lthwgjht^,a?>ow !wif|>ert 
The'iron bolt of the dcjor w^s ftoily^ flow*^ 
\y moved J and again 1 htrard avery low 
jmurrpuring noifc. Now then fhe rntjrder- 
ers, haddfterpqine^. oacorning in^ , A fear ful 

paufe enfued ! Our cye^s wer^ fiKCjd on.t{ie 

dogr, which w^a?^ .inde^dy liule mor^itJiaa 

.^ few boards, ,i,iai|ed ^ogeiher,, and would 

,h.a,ve. yielded .to tl>e flighted effort fwm 

^'l^;p^ut.'-^A^\o we he^rdj^ihe :cxeaking 

pf the ft^^fs ; but the fgund3 became leiji 

^.diftii^ifStf 4nd wereJolt in dlHance^ who- 

.cy/cr it was had left the do^pr t— but ihey 

might returnf- The refpite, however, (for 

as fuch only I could .confid^r| it,) gave mc 

time to recall my trouble^d fpiriis^.j^ I. bei. 

^j^an to h<jj^ that into jyjr^tevjer hands wc 

h^ fallen, it could not bit. the intent ioq 

of 
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of thefe people to tiake the Ilvc^'of perfbns 
fo little able/'fo little ,difpofed^ to rcftft; 
and colledliitg from Gtiilelmine all the 
•trinkets fte had about her, addingtb 
them Edward's watch, and whatever I jjoA 
feflfed of Value ; I confidered what T fhould 
fay, and how I miglift deprieCate the 
cruelty that I feaVed. In the mean time all 
was quiet; there. wiis another longer inter- 
Tal of filence 5 and it Was at lent>rh bl-dken 
only by the welcome noifeSoTthefparrows 
that build round out- houfcs, and of tHe do- 
mfeftic fowls^greeting theiirft faint Appear, 
ance of day : but / did not yet difcover 
that which awakened them ; and never 
furely did a night appear (b long— tjcvcr 
was liight paffed more miferably^^ 

Tht dawn of mormng gltiiinnered i^t 
length in our wretched rooms and my 
fears, in a great degree, fubfided. The 
air, <;oH and cheerlefs as every objedl was 
•around nrifc, refreftied my exhaufted /pirits j 
I fpoke Irfiear/ully to m]^ Jftiil Akefql 
'friend, and tried to give her ^colfrag^t. 'My 

children 
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children and fervant ftill flept ; and I die-- 
termined to go down myfelf, procure feme 
refreftiment againft they awoke, and en- 
deavour to fecure horfes to proceed oh 
our journey. I Was now almoft alhanried 
of my fears of the preceding night, and 
tried to believe that the noifes we had heard 

exided only in the inn'agination,. diflorted 
by terror. Thus armed with momentary 

refolution, I tried to perfuade rtiyfelf that 
the trunk with the name of Fitz Euftace 
marked on it, which had appeared fo ter-* 
rific to my imagination, might have been 
found where I faw it, without having conie 
thither by the means I apprehended. Fitz 
Euftace had travelled very frequently on 
the Continent j he or a fervant might have 
left ir^ by fomc of thofe chances which hap- 
pen to travellers. Such were my thoughts 
as i began to defcend the ftair-cafe : I 
fought the trunk among the lumber where 
/ I had fetn 'it the night before ; but it was 
gone. T oWn riny doiibls then returned ; 

and 
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andl went on innew alarm — an aTarm which 
was incrcafcd by feeing, in a forcof door- 
way at rhc fbccof the ftairs, a o^an wrapped 
in an horfcn^an's cloak> wl>ich was drawn 
cloffsup to his' face. As i approached, hp 
fiCJCcdtd.. I tmncd as I paffed. the ea- 
traneeof the paflagc where he had'ftood; 
and though it was nearly dark L faw that 
he was ftill ihcre,. though Lcoold not fee 
his figure, 1 proceeded, -not without fome 
doubis ojf nny way» and with ftiil greater 
oread of pafling* through the- room where 
fo many ruffian- lijce figures had. it^eeniat- 
fcmbled the night before. - 

It was yet only the twiUght of morning, 
and the paflages were dark» I . went^ on, 
rny fears gaining, upon, me every mo- 
• nient i when fome one fteppeU haftily after 
me, and 1 was flopped by a perfon who 
gently took my, arm. I uttered arv in- 
voluntary fliriek^,,and felt that terror wa$ 
depri.ving me of all recollection, when I 
was rc-aflurcd by thefc words :••— *^ For- 

givt 
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give me, madam j and tell me, I intreac 
youj if your name be noc Wardendl ?'* 

"Allow nf);e to cnquirc,*Vfaid 1, "who 
afks the.queftion ?" " My n^qne,'* an- 
fwercd the ftranger, '* is Fitz Euftace :— 
IS not my wife here? Am I not fpeaking 
to her friend, Mrs. Wardenell ?'* 

The fudden tranfition from apprchen* 
|ion to joy waSjYor a moment, too much for 
Wf^ ^>Fitz Euftace led me to a feat^ and 
.wq foofi e^t^ed into an explanation to our 
n;iutu^l fatisfaftion. It required fonrve 
maD^gement to break to Guilelmfoe her 
jgn^xp^fled happinefs. It was, howjcveri 
z ,;taik I willi^gl]^ undertook i ai^'d. fuc* 
,Cf jfded in it (9 ^ell that Guilelnniine w^s 
fooa^b^. t^-li^n; ^ t]iq_ explanation her 
jhu^band gaver ofrthe CBufcs which had fo 
long det^jinrd him from her. i needi)(>ly 
.rtlate eharhe had beco many nfionths 19 
captivicy, having been iiakea as an £ng« 
lilhnfian; by-^thc;Frp9ch, and fent.to aprU 
fon on the frooticrs, from whence he wa$^ 
after a confidetable time had elapfed, ex^ 

chaagec^ 
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changed, and was purfuing his way throHgfc 
Germany w Italy, when he fell in with^ 
a motly party of Auftrians and PrUffians, 
by whonn he was treated a feconid time ai 
an eheniy, oh atibtficr preterice--^that he: 
was an Englifliman in the ihterefi of 
France^ thcugH thty appeared little _fo* 
Ucitous tinder v^hat pretence they plunder- 
ed hirh of every thtng v/itk which he had 
feithcrte efcaptd.' While he wiS ^ct CTai 
veiling as a prifofier, in 1 l^ntltf^hat p6fiN 
ous fituation, with thefe men, they'^ere 
joined by another party j and the Gomi« 
tnander of them, -who was' Collcfling^ i 
"bbdy^ of mtn to carry to the ^A^JHriaft 
%rftiy, was a young' man 6f fafhion, for^ 
merly known to Fift Euffect at Berlinl 
*^By him,'* faid Fitz Eufface,. ^^1 Wai 
Immediately acknowledged, and releafed 
#om the unpleaffi^nt reftraint^Lhld beeft 
tjuder'j hot is l^bbld have been again 
liable 'tb nneet with thi'^fameXmifadveo- 
nirts; my friend advifed ftne to accom-* 
piahy him to head -iquartcrs i and 1 was 
* * ■ ' ^ convinced 
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convinced that, however it nnight delay 
my return to Guilelniine, there was other- 
wife confidcfable rifle that I (hould not fee 
l)er at all, 1; wrote, therefore, to a'c- 
Count for my abfence, and aflure her of 
my fafety, though I have the mortifica- 
tion to underftand that my letters never 
were received. 

When I had obtained a renewal of let* 
ters of credit from Engfarld, I took advan- 
tage of the Journey of two, officers fo^ 
Vienna, efcorted by a fmall party of Auf- 
trian hulTars, as one of whom my friend 
iftdvifed me to appear. Yefterday we 
met an Englifh gentleman, accompanied 
by a French lady, who, addreffing her-^. 
fdf to the commander of the party, be*^ 
fought him to grant her the protcdbioa of 
four or five men againft the perils her 
companion apprehended on the way. Of 
ber dwh fears ihe made light, and indeed 
appeared to be one of that axnazoniaa 
race of u omen who are perfeflly able to 
take care of themfelvcs. It was not in the 

powcc 
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power of the commaDding. officer ca fparc 
any of his men j but to fatisfy the ladv^ 
or rather the gentleman, he figncd a fort 
of paflport, or protedlion, diredling that 
they Ihould both pafs unmolelted. While 
this was going on, obc of the cAiort, who 
underflood Englilh, entered into convcp* 
iatioQ with the valet de chambre; it how*' 
ever appeped by his anfwers that he was a 
FrenchnFran. From this converfation I 
Jieard that there was another part of the 
jfamily on the road, and that the traveller 
was a Mr.JWatdcjncll>.which I inftantly 
rtcoIlc£ted was the name which Guilelmine 
tad mentioned in one of her letters a$ 
jthat of the Englifh f;ricnd under, v^hofe 
protedlion (he had, in fome degree, placed 
herfelf. But when I quedioned the man 
with eagerncfs/ and intreaced him to in^ 
form me where Mrs* Wardenell was, and 
if my wife v/as wiih her, he evaded mjr 
queftions, while bis manners fcemed (0 
fingiilar th^t 1 turned to his ma(iei> and 
the lady wh.a,accoiTipafHe3 him* But 

from 
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from them I could obtain no fatisfaftfon 
whatever; they yrere either afraid or 
alhamcd of anfwering my qucftion di- 

reftly. A fonriewhat (harp dialogue pafled 
between us 9 from which I gained no intel- 
ligence. I then haftened forward, not 
without an hope of meeting the lady 
to whom Guilelminc had been fo much 
obliged, and of obtaining the in^ormatiori 
1 fo earneftly dcfircd. Laft night I came 
late to this place, and was ftruck with the 
fufpicious looks of the men that filled 
feveral rooms of the houfej for they 
greatly rcfembled the ruffians by whom 
I had been detained and robbed near two 
months fince ; and I even thought I recoU 
lefted the face of one of them. The party 
to which I belonged were now come in. I 
hacl employed the intermediate time in 
£uch enquiries as I thought might lead co 
the difcovery I mod anxioufly deiired^ 
but an air of myftery was vifible tn the 
women I queftipned: they feemed vtry 

defirous 
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^eiirous of perfuading me, as well as the 
reft of the party, that they had no room 
where we could even fit up conveniently 
for the night ; yet they refufed to fay what 
gucfts they had, or who occupied the 
houfc. Some very irrcfiftible arguments, 
from the commander of the party, at 
length induced thcfe people to fliew us a 
room, from whence feven or eight very 
iU-Iopking fellows were driven, when we 
took poffcffion, I found, by queftioning 
the poftilions, and other m.fn who were' 
loitering about, that fome Englifti ladies 
and children had been fet down at this 
poft-houfe the preceding night; and I 
could not help believing thefe were the 
friends of Guilelmine, if (he herfelf was 
not among them. Imprefled with this 
idea, yet apprehchfi^^e of alarming them, 
I was determined that I would try to lee, 
theftrangcrs ; as I was ftrongly prepoffcffcd 
with the notion that Guilelmine was one 
of them, and that I (hould knpw Mrs. 

War- 
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"Warcfchell by a fort of iQftinftive feeling, 
irom the mail tier in which my wife had 
ipokcn of her. 

With this intention I ca,rne with as little 
noife as poflible to (he door pif, the rooni 
where I learned this little defencelcfs party 
had fdund a temporary ftieltcr ; but I was 
afraid of alarming thern^ and could only 
fe.e, very indiftinftly, a woman watching 
•over herfleeping children, but fo wrapped 
up to fecure her from the evident inconve- 
niences of her fituation, that I could not ' 
gucfs at her figure. Any one who rcfem- 
bled Guilelmine I could notdifcover,** 

The noife which had alarmed us during 
the night was now fufficiently accounted 
for. Fitz Euftace thus proceeded : 

Having failed in this attempt to afcct^ 
tain whether my wife was under the farT^^ 
Toof with me, I determined to wait ti^^ 
morning. As foon as it dawned I placed 
my felf where I knew I muft fee any per-*- 
fon who defcended. When I ' l>ehclci 

- \MrSi 



238 THI SOLITARY WAMDERER. 

Mrs. Wardcnel! Ihcfitate^d no more; 
I was (wre, from her countenance 
and manner, that it wa$ the generous 
/ricnd to whom I owe- more than life— 
the prcfervation of my Guitelminc. 



We now no longer found any difficulry 
in procuring horfes; and our next ftage 
brought us into a nrore comfortable fitu- 
. ation, which happened very fortunately, 
as I was fo overcome with what I had 
fuffercd, that I could no longer llruggle 
againft the illnels it had brought on j and 
I vyas^ compelled to remain two days ; on 
the laft of which, Mr. Renficld, whom I 
had almoft ceafed to expeft, or even to 
think of, made his appearance. ; 

He afFcfteti to exp'ain, at great length, 
the caufes which had prevented his join- 
ing us before, which were princij^ally, as 
be declared, thofe that related to Mr, 
Wardeneirs affairs, of which he infilVed on 

giving 
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giving mc an account, I liftcncd^ though 
he nr^ight cafily perceive that I affixed 
no confequence to his narraciyCj and felt 
little gratitude for the great exertions he 
pretended to have noadc Tor my intereft : 
to fay the truth, I did not believe one 
word of all thcfe'profeffions, conceiving 
it to be impofTible that he could not have 
influenced Mr, Wardencll to aft other- 
wife than he had done: nor was it in my , 
power to forget that this ill-fated ex- 
pedition, which had added to niy diftreflfes, 
and accelerated the ruin of my children, 
yvas originally planned by Mr. Renfield. 
' Since, however, our travelling together 
>vas now inevitable, I forbore to exprefs 
all I felt, and fummoned all the fortitude 
and ftrength of mind yet left me, that I 
might once mpre reach England with my 
children. 

Guilelfnine, rn having met her hufband 
and protedor, was far from feeling any 
diminution of th^ gratitude and afFeftion 
ihe bore me : indeed (he appeared to be 

Vol, V. O more 
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more fenfible than ever of my fricndfliip, 
and exprcffcd it with a fweetnefs andTim- 
plicity that yet more endeared her to me. 
She conftrlted me on the plans Fitz Eu- 
ftace had formed for ' her remaining: con- 
cealed in England till his father, now^cry 
far advanced in Hfe, could be informed of 
Md reconciled to his marriage ; and for 
this defirable end hg was aflTured of the 
good offices of his iifter, and an uncle 
who now held a military conrtmand in 
Ireland, but who had promifed to engage 
warmly in his fcrviee as foon as he 
reached England. Guilelmine was indif- 
ferent to every thing but the felicity of her 
hufband ; the rank fhe was to hold in fo- 
ciety, or the fortune (he was to (bare^ 
made no part of her purpofed happinefs j 
but when (he was alone with me (he wept 
in fpeaking of one circumftance, which 
would too probably enf\bitter her fu- 
ture day^. Felicien had parted with 
his friend at Bruges, determining again 
to throw himfelf into the republican army 

r of 
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of l^ranccj and fince their fcparatioa 
Fitz Euftace had never heard of hirn,- 
notwithftanding his folemn promifcs to 
write to him by every poflible occafionj 
nor could the repeated enquiries of his 
friend obtain the leaft inforniation as to 
his fubfequent fate. 

This circunnftance, and my unfortu- 
nate fituation, embittered the happinefs 

of GuiJcimine : but who has ever taftecl 
it without alloy ! and how rare and fragile 
is felicity 1 

As to myfclf, the events I have been 
relating made a confiderable alteration in 
.my prefent ftate ; but the future was ftill 
dark, and I trembled to look forwards. 
My children were apparently abandoned 
by their father ; and I knew not whether, 
on our arrival in England, I fliould have 
fcelter or food for them. 

At all events I was conripelled, in the 
ititcrim, to be obliged to Fitz Euftace, 
who feemed to think there was nothing 
he could do that would fufficicntly teftify 

' O 2 the 
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the obligations he owed me on behalf of 
his wife. There are people to whom a 
generous mind is not fhocked at owing 
an obligation* * Of this defcription was Fitz 
Euftacej but with Mn Rehficld T felt 

J myfelf to be very differently fituated 5 and 
I abfolutely refufed to be indebted to hini 
for any part of th'e pecuniary affiftance 
which I wa$ compelled to accept for the 
completion of my journey. 
This was, I found, highly rcfented by 
Mr. Rcnfield : he endeavoured, or feem- 
ed to ciideavour, for fome time, tp con- 

' ceal his difpleafures and vented his in- 
dignation in half fent'ences, and oblique 
infinuations. At length he found, y^cry 
much againft my inclination, an opportu- 
nity of being alone i^ith me ^ and told 
me what I had fometimes fgfpc<S:cd, but 
oftener doubted *, that he had long felt a 

. paffion for me, and could no longer afie6t 
to conceal it, or fuffer me to appear ig- 
notant of what he was fure J muft long 
fince have perceived. Indignation at this 

decla* 



V 



GUttELMINE DB MORTIVALLl. 2^2 

declaration, of which the jnfolcnce was 
increafcd by the circumftances I was under, 

deprived mc for a moment of the power 
of fpeech. I foon found words, however, 

' to aflure him of my contempt of his cha- 
raftcr and conduft, and to declare to him 

. that this (hould be the laft opportunity he 

' fhould ever have to infult me. He then 
cjiquired of me "whether I had ever feri- 
oufly believed that he had given up ib 
much of his time to fo wretchfed a being 
as Wardcnell with, any other view than 
to be in my company, and to recommend 
himfelf to tt)r. To this I anrwered,- that 
I had always believed his intentions were 
10 fill his puffc at the expence of the un- 
fortunate man on whom he had faftened 
himfelf, and whofe follies he had enceu- 

^ raged. With the fuccefs of that honeft 
fcheme I advifed him ta be content ; and 
with fo much afperity did I fpcak, that 
I flattered myfclf he would be fo exaf- 
perated as to leave me, and fuffer me 

, to purlue my journey without himt This^ 

O 3 hov7- 
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however, he was tqo obftinatc and deter- 
mined to do. He faw how greatly his 
prefence mud embarraf's me, while it was 
iinpoflible for me to feparatc myfdf frorn 
him entirely, without explaining to Fitz 
Euftace my reafons for infifling upon it, 
which he knew I (hould, on many ac- 
counts, be extremely unwiHing to do. 

It would be difficult to dcfcribe how 
greatly Mr. Renfield's conduit towards 
me increased the difcomforts of the re- 
mainder of our journey, otherwife diftrcf- 
fing enough : but I will not dwtU upon 
the particular inconveniences that we had 
10 encounter. At length we embarked 
at Oftcnd, and landed at Harwich. I 
would then have conveyed my children 
and myfelf, by the cheapeft conveyance, 
to London; but Fitz Euftace infiftcd on 
our partaking a lefs fatiguing convey- 
ances and I foon faw myfclf once more 
in London, without knowing where Mr, 
Wardenell was, whither I was to go, or 
how I was to be fupported. 

An 
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An abfcurc lodging, kept by an old 
fcrvant of my father's, occurred to noe. 
Thither I went with my three children, 
abfolutely refufing to (hare the exj^enfive 
abode of my friends^ I advifed them to 
haften, as foon as poflible,^t6 execute their 
fcheme of concealing Goilelminc in the 
country till the friends who had under- 
taken to mediate between them and the 
elder Mr. Fitz Euftace^ (houid be able to 
cfFeft a reconciliation. It was not, how- 
ever, without very great reluftance that, 
after remaining three days in London, 
thev confcntcd to leave me. 

Thofc days I had employed in endea- 
vouring, though without fuccefs, to gain 
fome intelligence of Mr. Wardenell, of 
whom 1 had only learned on the road that 
he and his companion had reached Eng- 
land by oncof the packets of the preceding 
week. I might, after fo cruel a defer- 
tion, have been juftified in qoitting for ever 
a man who was guilty of it : but I had 
learned that in a rigid adherence to duty 

04^ there 
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there is a fatisfaftion which blunts 
the (harpeft arrovvs of adverfitjr; the 
tltifleft line of dutv I theicfore refolvcd, 
zx. whatever price, to obfcrvc, and not to 
feparate myfelf frbm Mr, Wardencil but 
at his own dcfire, and under thofe forms 
which on fuch unhappy occafions are ob- 
fcrved. j . . 

It is probable that Mi^ Renfi^ld bad 
pieans of nruch better intcH^ence than I 
had i for on the day 1 had parted froai 
Fitz £u(\ace and Guiklmine^ he aiked 
admittance, which I granted- only oa his 
alTurin'g me, bv letter, that he had fome- 
ihing to inforoi me of relative to Mr, 
Wardenell. ^ 

After all I had already feen and fuffer- 
ed, I was more affliflcd than furprifed to 
jearn that Mr. Wardenell had, two days 
after his arrival in London, been arrefted 
ibr a confidcrablc fum of moneys and was 
now in the houfe ofa iherifPs officer. Ma- 
dame D'Orimarrc had left hinfi^ but nor, as 
Mr. R^iifiel^ believied, till ihe bad poflc^iTed 

hcrfclf 
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hcrfclFof every thing worth taking that he 
had left; fuch as his watches^ a diannond 
buckle, a gold box, and other trin- 
kets of fome value. I found that his 
quondam friend, Mr. Rcnfield, had fcen 
hiai, and that he had confefTed this to him^ 
though he fa id that Madame D^Orimarre 
had charged hcrfelf with thefe things only 
to preferve and rcftore them at fome hap- 
pier period. 

How that period was ever to arrive it 
was not very eafy to fay. Mr. Renfield, 
after new proteftations of unalterable at- 
tachment to me,* affured me that, though 
the fum was confiderable, he would be 
fccurity for him if another frimd couW 
be found to join him In it. My heart re- 
volted from an obligation to a man who 
bad already foxruelly aggravated the evils 
ofadverfity by infulc; and 1 anfwered his 
profeflions with coldncfs, though I did 
not think myfelf authorifed to rcfufc his 
offer/ if he was indeed fincere. 

O 5 As 
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As foori as I was alone, and had dnrie 
to rcflcft on what was to be done, 1 de- 
termined to go to the place whither Mr. 
Wardenell's unhappy infatuation had at 
length conduced him. My little Ed-, 
ward was my companion in this melan- 
choly vifit. Mr. Wardencll fcemed to 
have forgotten already the caufe I had to 
reproach him for his having abandoned 
me and his children at a moment when we 
io greatly peeded proteftipn j and I did 
not reproach him. He thought of nothing 
but how I could contribute to his rcleafe j 
and fcemed to think I ought to fet about 
it with as much zeal as if he had been the 
beft and tendered of hoftands, whom mis- 
fortune only had brought into diftrefs and 
confinement. 

Though J faw the matter in a very 
different light, it was not in my nature to 
forfake any one in the hour of affliftion. 
The concern with which my Edward faw 
his father when he underftood he was. a 
prifoncr, fufpended every exprcHion of 

refent* 
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refentment for ,my own injuries and my 
children V. I did not even name Madame 
li'Orimarre, or appear to recollcft the fol- 
ly and injuftice I had fo recently fufFered 
from. Yet I do not affume much merit from 
this. I had been for fome years accuflomed 
to confider Mr. Wardenell as "much the 
objcft of pity as blame 5 for he was incapa- 
ble of diftinguifhing good from evil ^ and' 
all I could do was to palliate what I could^ 
not cure, and endure what my dtity for- 
bade me to fly from. 

1 left the difmal temporary prifon where 
the lucklcfs man was, only to prepare my- 
felf, by a night of reft, if I could obtain 
it, for the exertions of the next day : and 
as foon as there was any chance of being 
admitted' to the bufy and the rich, who 
had the power to ferve nrie, I began my 
circle of Solicitation among thofe who 
.had once been the friends of his father, 
or under obligations to his family. 

O that 1 had the power to imprefs on the 
young and thoughtlcfs, who are fo little 

aware 
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aware of the confcqucnces of their idle 
wafte, how bitter is the talk of foliciting 
favours ; and how mortifying the cold 
repulfe and the arrogant ad\^ice of moft 
of thofe who can grant 'them. I could 
give youi my dear Sophy, a long, long 
detail of all 1 attempted, and of my fad 
failures, till I began wholly to defpaif, and 
faw nothing but a perpetual prifon for 
Mr. Wardencll, and the extreme of indi- 
gence for his children.. At length, how- 
ever, an old merchant, diftantly related to 
his family, and formerly connected in trade 
with his faither, was moved by my prayers 
and the fight of my children, particularly 
Edw^d, whpfe godfather he was; and he. 
gen^rbufly agreed to pay the debt, on con- 
dition that Mr, Wardenell ftiould retire 
to feme cheap part of England, relinquifh 
his wild projtds, and ferioufly endeavour 
to retrieve his afFairSj, and provide for his 
family 9 all which he promifed to do. 
At the fame time, a female friend of my 
own, who was now'thc wifcofa man high 

ia 
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in Adminiftration, obtained for Mr. W^ar- 
denell an appoincmcnc in Iceland: and 
thither we inrinriediately repaired, our im- 
mediate want of nioncy being in a great 
degree relieved by a liberal fupply from 
Fitz Euftace, who, happily reconciled to 
his father, and more than ever devoted 
to hi^ lovely wife, declared that he could 
not enjoy his happincfi, if, while the friend 
to whom he owed the prefer vation of 
Guitelmine, (for fo he cpnfidered what I 
had done for her,) was in embarraffment 
and dlftrcfs* 

It is unneceffaVy to rclite at length the 
unfortunate mifmanagement by which 
Mr. Wardenell loft the appointment in . 
Ireland, and engaged in new fchemes, in 
which he was fo little qualified to fuc- 
cetd, that he was foon obliged to lave 
himfelf by flight, leaving me and his 
children in the perilous fituation ^rom 
which we were^ as you have heard, r. "^ ^ed 
only by the fingular inrerpo' .; of 

Heaven. 
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Here, my dear Sophy, ends for-thc pre- 
fent the difaftrous hiftory of your unfortu- 
nate friend. 



And is not Leonora worthy of all that I 
and every human being can do for her ? 
Oh, ycsi you will yourfelf become her 
friend : your fcepticifm, in regard to fe- 
male virtue and excellence, will fade be* 
fore the glories of fuch a mind. She has 
forborne to tell of Mr. Reqfield's con* 
tinued admiration, of which, however^ 
her friend, Mrs. Weftcrhall, has been well 
infortned, and that he has proved at leatt 
the afcendancy of virtue, by bearing tefti^ 
mony to her excellence, though amidft 
all her diftrcfles (he has repulfed and con- 
temned him. Nor has (he fpoken much 
of her fufFerings from the perpetual and 
invidious jealoufy with which War- 
denell has perfccuted her, even whilelhc 
was labouring to remedy the ^vils he was 
continually bringing upon his connefliotis, 

and 
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and placed in fituations which required 
'the utmoft exertion of patience and /or- 
titude. Nor was this all j a thoufand of 
thofe contrivances by which fenfibility i$ 
infulted, and delicacy wounded, were con- 
tinually pradifed to torment and diflrefs 
her i while R^nfield, to whom War- 
denell fcrupled not to be obliged, con- 
tinually, though filcntly, made a merit 
with Mrs. Wardcnell of his dfburfe- 
ments and his fervices; yet fomctimes 
Wardenell became extremely jealous 
of his friend, and of every man whonri 
Leonora had occafion to fee. Ed- 
ward was almoft always with his mother: 
he fcrupled not to betray even to this 
child the miftruft which, it is probable, a 
convidion of his own unworthinefs alone 
could have excited. But alcogccher her 
fituation was fo extremely miferable that 
only the fuperiority of her mind, her af-- 
fedion for her children, and her truft in 
heaven could have enabled her to fuftain ir. 
When it was decided that it was eligible 

to 
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to go to Irclahd, it was then alfo fettled 
tfiat Edward (hould remain in England; 
and Leonora yielded to this fad privation, 
beca'ufe tjie future welfare of this beloved 
boy was dearer to her than her own -gra^* 
ification. But in that fhe was difap- 
pointed from the irregularity of Mr. War- 
denell j and many months of her life were 
rendered wretched by her total ignorance 
as to the fate of the being who is fo de* 
fervedly precious to her. You know 

that 1 was a fortunate inftrument in re^ 
ftoring the fon to his mother. 

Where Mr, Wardenell now is, his fa^ 
mily do not know 5 but fudh was his con- 

. du(5l and dirpofition before their laft fepa* 
ration, that Leonora appears to beat length 
determined to confine herfelf wholly to 
thecare of her children. In confequence of 
the death of the elder Mr. Fitz Euftace, 
his fon and Guilelmine found themfelves 

, at liberty to return to the Continent, in 
the hope of difcovering whether Felicien 
de Mortivalle has efcapcd the fate by 

which 
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which fo many have fallen during the uii* 
precedented contcft of the laft nine years." 
Gertrude and her hufband are alfo there ; 
and every purpofe of oeconoo^y and com- 
fort to Leorlora and her children would 
be anfwered^ could (he follow thither 
connedions fo dear to her. The friend 
qf her early youth, Mrs. Wcfterhall, has 
no attachn^ents in England that have hold 
, enough of her afFeftions to detfer her from^ 
accompanying Leonora and her children. 
Their plan therefore feems to be to leave 
England in about fix weeks. 

When all thefe pcrfonfs, for whom I feel 
fo lively an intcrcft, are on the other 
fide of the water j and when to thefe at- 
tradtions is added my unconquerabje love 
of rambling, it is not .perhaps very proba- 
ble that I Ihall long remain on this fide: yei: 
you will tell me 1 go only to fee and fay 
tliat which I have feen and faid before; 
and remind me that, after all, we ftiall re- 
peat, as wc have often repeated, Vanitas 
vaniiaium^ atque omnia vanitas. Re* 

14 fervc. 
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« 

ferve, however, your farther remonftrances 
till we meet, which will ccrtarfily be be- 
fore I take rny final rcfolution. Till 
then, farewell! 
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